When John, an oiler, joined a ship for his next con-
tract, he expected that it would be similar to the
others he had experienced. However, the adventures
he had to face changed his whole life. Although al-
ready a religious man, John got to know Jesus in a
very personal way.
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THE PRISON AT SEA

How often John, a sailor, had thought that life on board
can be compared to being in prison.

Jesus used fourteen adventures to lead John
to an inner freedom and a fundamental change in his life.

Jesus said: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to set the oppressed free.”

Luke 4:18-19






The Storm

First Adventure

“To all who did receive Jesus, to those who believed in his name,

he gave the right to become children of God.”
John 1:12

JOHN had been only three days on board. His contract would last almost a
year. Even though he had been going to sea for about nine years, and
knew that he would spend most of his lifetime far from home, the begin-
nings of his contracts were always difficult times. Remembering the tears
of his wife and little son at his departure, his eyes became wet again.

The ship is like a prison, he thought. Separated from his family he
would have to bear many months of nothing but working, eating and
sleeping. The vessel on which he found himself spent only short periods
in port, which meant very few opportunities to go ashore. A neighbour of
his had spent ten months in prison for theft, and during that time had
seen his wife and children once a week; but, John thought sadly, his con-
tract was to last eleven months and he would not see his family at all. His
job made him really a prisoner.

He worked as an oiler in the engine room. His watch ran from mid-
night till six in the morning. It was already nine o’clock and he tried to
sleep a little, but could not rest at all. A violent storm had been forecast
and already waves were throwing the ship to and fro.

He switched on the light to read. Suddenly the vessel vibrated heavily
then the main engine fell silent. Shortly after, the alarm sounded. He
dressed quickly and hurried to the engine room. If the main machinery
had failed in this weather! - a terrible thought; he almost panicked. The
ship’s violent movement in the heavy seas made it difficult to keep his
balance and avoid a fall.

In the engine room, he heard the chief engineer shouting commands.
The second and third engineers were working energetically while James,
the wiper, held a lamp for them. John saw panic in their eyes. In such
heavy weather the ship could not remain long disabled without, in the
worst case, risk of sinking. He didn’t want to die; and besides he was not
yet ready; there were things in his life of which he felt God had not ap-
proved.
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He wanted to help, but got in the way and was pushed aside. After
about forty-five minutes, which seemed like hours, the main engine sud-
denly started again, to everyone’s great relief. John saw Jeff the fitter clo-
se his eyes and move his lips, surely praying.

Next day, he was alone in the mess-room when Jeff entered; an expe-
rienced seaman, he was about sixty years of age. Being new on board,
John did not know him well but had noticed that he was a friendly man
and probably religious, for the day before, in his cabin, John had seen him
reading a Bible.

\”/
:,; D
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Jeff: Hi John, how are you doing? Yesterday the situation was dramatic,
right?

John: Yes indeed, something I have never experienced. If the engineers
had not solved the problem - unthinkable!

Jeff: Were you afraid?

John: Honestly - yes. Not you?

Jeff: Of course! After all, I have a family that needs me. On the other
hand, I know where I am going!

John: How do you mean?

Jeff: Well, I know I will be with Jesus!

John: You know that? I always thought that no one could be sure. After
all, it is God’s decision - nobody is perfect.

Jeff: True, no one is sinless. If only sinless people are going to heaven,
then we have no chance. However, isn’t it great that not the fault-
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less will be saved, but those whose sins have been forgiven? Beside
of this, nobody is sinless.

Well, I pray every night that God forgives me my sins.

If you do that, do you mean it seriously or is it just routine?

No, no, I mean this very seriously! I definitely want to go to heaven!
If you confess your sin to God, don’t you think that he forgives you?
Well, I think so, but if I sin again, how can I be sure that I am really
saved?

Listen John, I'll try to explain. God knows that you are not able to
live a sinless life. However, Jesus died for your sins. Moreover, not
only for the sins of the past and the present. No, his grace also
counts for your future sins.

Sure? This seems to be too easy. If all sins will be forgiven anyway,
then it doesn’t matter at all, how we behave.

No that isn’t true. God’s condition for forgiveness is that we ask it
honestly, although whoever does so will continue sinning, because
no one is perfect. However, he will not play with God’s grace. There
are some great verses in the Word of God. I have my Bible here.
Please read 1 John 2:1-2:

“Iwrite this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have
one who speaks to the Father in our defense - Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also
for the sins of the whole world.”

Look, here we find both: On the one hand, the apostle says that we
should not sin. Of course, God wants us to keep his commandments.
On the other hand, we read that God knows that we cannot present
a perfect life to him. Here it is written: “... if anybody does sin ...” The
Lord knows that it will happen again and again and he has a solu-
tion for such cases!

What?

What does the text say? In these cases, Jesus speaks - he intercedes
for us. We can say that he is our advocate with the Father. In fact,
the devil accuses us, but Jesus is our lawyer. Whose words have
more weight in the eyes of God?

The words Jesus speaks?

Yes! Listen, you just read “he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

Now, “atoning sacrifice” means that by giving his life, he took
the penalty for our sins. He has taken your personal sins upon his
own shoulders. Do you know when that happened?

When he was crucified - on Good Friday?
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Sure! Just try to see it this way: it would make no sense for Jesus to
suffer death if it were not certain that by doing so all our sins would
be finally forgiven.

You are right! The price Christ paid would have been much too
high!

Exactly! And God could have paid no higher price than to give his
son Jesus for us. It was so high that it is sufficient for all our sins.
Does it mean that now I will definitely go to heaven?

Well, the Bible says that we need first to become members of God’s
family. Do you know what that means?

Not really.

All right - please, from my Bible read John 1:12.

“All who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God.”

Who can become a child of God?

It says here that we have to believe in Jesus and have to receive
him.

Correct! First, we have to believe in our Saviour!

But I do already!

Wait. First, we must be clear about what the Bible means. It is not
enough to believe in the existence of Jesus. It is not even enough to
believe without question that he died for our sins. The best way to
explain the word “believe” is to say that we should put our trust in
him. I trust the Bible’s word that Jesus died around two thousand
years ago for my personal sins. In other words, I am not assuming
that he just died, but I deeply trust that he did so for me.

But isn’t it important to follow God’s commandments if we are to go
to heaven? Isn't it enough simply to believe?

Sure, God wants us to keep his commandments. However, even the
best person in the world isn’t good enough. Let’s put it this way:
Always try to obey God, but don’t think you are good enough to re-
deem or save yourself. Nobody can do it!

Maybe it is to be understood that both come together: first, Jesus
died for our sins, and second, we must struggle to be good people.
You mean that we are saved 50% by Jesus and 50% by our efforts to
keep the Ten Commandments?

Something like that.

It wouldn’t work, because the Bible says in James 2:10 that only one
sin would be too much.

One sin too much? So who can go to heaven?
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The point is that it is not 50/50 between Jesus and ourselves. It is
100% Jesus! He alone saves us!

Then we cannot do anything?

True, except for believing in Jesus. That is, by trusting and inviting
him into our lives.

Invite! - I think he is already here.

Yes, he is everywhere! Nevertheless, he challenges us to decide ei-
ther to manage our lives ourselves, or hand them over to him.

I will gladly invite him. How do I do it?

Very simple. Just be sincere. I'll give you an example: If you are in
your cabin and I knock, then you have two options. You either open
the door and invite me to enter, or not. It is your decision.

Sure, but how can I do that with Jesus?

Read Revelation 3:20.

John: Jesus said: “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my

Jeff:

John:
Jeff:

John:
Jeff:

voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they
with me.”

[s it so easy?

Yes, it is! However, it is important that you honestly and whole-
heartedly believe!

Is it true that it does not matter how good we are?

Look, in Ephesians 2:8-9 it’s clear: “God’s grace has saved you because
of your faith in Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you do.
It is God’s gift. It is not based on anything you have done. No one can be
proud about earning it.”

After you have invited Jesus into your life, he will begin to
change you gradually. You will even enjoy it, to obey him. Because
you love Jesus, you will not play with his grace by constantly sin-
ning intentionally. Nevertheless, you will depend until the end of
your life on the knowledge that Jesus forgives. Finally, you are just
a human and not perfect.

Then I can be sure of going to heaven?
Definitely! Many Bible verses promise it. Read, for example, John
5:24.

John: Jesus said: “What I'm about to tell you is true. Anyone who hears my word

Jeff:

and believes him who sent me has eternal life. They will not be judged.
They have crossed over from death to life.”

Amazing! I had never really understood it. I always thought that
only good people have a chance of going to heaven.
No, anyone who is sincere will be saved. Shall I summarize the main
points briefly?



6

The Prison at Sea

John: Yes, sure!
Jeff: Right!

v

v
v

Every human being is a sinner and therefore separated from
God. Because God is holy, we are all liable to be judged.

Nobody can save himself by trying to be good.

Some believe that both save us together: first, Jesus’s death on
the cross and, second, by doing good things. This is not true. Je-
sus gave his life for our sins. That alone is what counts.

To observe God’s commandments is of course very important.
Nevertheless, we remain all our lives dependent on the fact that
the Lord forgives us.

What matters is to believe in Jesus. To be born to a Christian
background or to be traditionally religious is not enough. It is
important that you trust with all your heart in the knowledge
that the Lord died and rose for your salvation.

To receive salvation, you have to turn to Jesus. You must confess
your faults and be sorry for your sins.

Moreover, it is important to invite him into your life, so that
you become a child of God. Then you will belong forever to his
family.

It is also important to allow Jesus to be your Boss from now on.
On a ship the captain has the final say; in your life, Jesus has to
be the captain.

Obeying Jesus should be as a result of your salvation and not its
cause! The only reason for Jesus's sacrifice on the cross was your
salvation.

If you are child of God, you will surely go to heaven. Jesus has
been punished for your sins. No longer is any judgement waiting
for you.

John: Jeff, I believe this with all my heart! What shall I do now?

Jeff: Tell Jesus anything you want. He hears you.

John: What exactly am I supposed to tell him?

Jeff: Here in my Bible I have a prayer on a piece of paper. It might help.
Read it first and then aloud as a prayer if you really wish to.

After a few minutes, John started to pray:

Dear God, I am coming to you. I have lived for a long time without you. I
have been in control of my life, and have done many things which were not
according to how you would have liked it. I am guilty!® I am sorry for them.
Please forgive me.
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I ask you to set me free from the bondage of sin and the devil. I want to
belong to you alone.

Dear Lord Jesus, I am counting on you. Thank you that you have given
your life for my sins. Please come into my heart through your Holy Spirit.

[ want to become God’s child. I want you to be with me always.

I ask you to be my guide from now on. Please go before me, and show
me the way I should go.

Change me where you think I need to be changed. I am willing to obey
you.

Thank you for everything you have done for me. Glory, praise and wor-
ship are to you alone. Amen!

Dear Sailor,

you also can speak to God with this prayer. It is important that you do so
honestly, because by it you make a decision that will change your whole
life. Perhaps it would be useful to read the conversation between Jeff and
John again, and think about it. Appendix 1 at the end of the book will
again talk about salvation, and you may take this step later, after you
have read it.

To all who did receive Jesus, to those who believed in his name,

he gave the right to become children of God.
John 1:12
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Second Adventure

Jesus said: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what | command.”
John 15:13-14

It was now four weeks since John had invited Jesus into his life. What a
difference it had made! His friend Jeff had shown him some verses that he
had underlined in his Bible.

To be a child of God:
“All who did receive Jesus, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” (John 1:12)

All sins are forgiven:
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and pu-
rify us from all unrighteousness.” (1John 1:9)

Eternal life is guaranteed:

“This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal life.” (1John 5:11-13)

There is no more condemnation:
“There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1)

Jesus is always with us:
Jesus said: “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20)

Nothing more can separate him from God’s love:

“I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)
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God will listen to our prayers and answer them according to his will:

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything ac-
cording to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us - whatever we
ask - we know that we have what we asked of him.” (1John 5:14-15)

John had thought that his ship was like a prison on the sea. That was cer-
tainly still true. However, he felt much freer now. He knew it was because
he belonged to Jesus. Christ had set him free from his sins. Besides, he
had freed him from the fear of being judged and condemned. He had not
known this sense of freedom before. What a big difference! He was so
grateful to Jesus.

However, recently he had not felt so happy. Jayson, the 2nd Engineer,
was often rude to him. Three days ago, when John had made a small mis-
take, Jayson shouted at him: “You fool ... you are good for nothing ... you
are useless ... you are not worth anything; without you everything would
work out better.”

John did not know why Jayson had been so hard on him. It had reminded
him of his childhood. He drank too much and as a result would become
unpredictable. Sometimes, when John met him on the street, he did not
even greet him. He knew that his father didn’t care about his wellbeing.
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There was never any praise even if he had worked hard and tried his best
to please. As a little boy how much he had longed to be loved by his fa-
ther. Instead, he had repeatedly called him “fool” - just as Jayson had
done now.

His mother had been overburdened with the upbringing of her four
children. As the eldest, John had had to take a lot of responsibility for the
three younger ones. Rarely could he meet with his friends. Yet he got
hardly any recognition from his mother. When she came home from
work, she was usually tired and impatient at even small things. How
many times had he been sad that his troubles were seldom noticed. Even
minor mistakes often caused him much distress. And now he was experi-
encing exactly the same thing with Jayson.

His desire had been to attend high school and college. As an engineer,
he could have earned a lot of money, and recognition and respect besides.
However, that would remain a dream forever.

This feeling of not being loved, being considered not very intelligent,
even seemingly worthless, somehow became part of his whole life. It was
always there, even though he was now married to a good woman and had
a son. As a sailor he earned at least more money than most of his friends
at home, yet he could not free himself from these negative feelings. They
belonged to him as much as the nose on his face.

It was Sunday afternoon and, like many of his colleagues, he was off
duty. Suddenly someone knocked at his door. Outside stood Jeff, his new
friend.

John: Come in!

Jeff: Hi John, how are you doing?

John: Honestly speaking - not so well.

Jeff: Yes, I can see it in you. Two weeks ago, you looked much more
cheerful. Now something seemingly burdens you.

John told Jeff how Jayson’s behaviour reminded him of his childhood. He
shared with him all his memories of his father and mother and even the
feelings of worthlessness he had had ever since.

Jeff: John, these negative emotions can be very persistent. Our early ex-
periences in life shape us strongly.

John: Then I will probably never get rid of my feelings?

Jeff: Not necessarily. It is important, how you think of yourself, because
little by little our thoughts can change our feelings.

John: How do you mean?
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One question: How do you see yourself? Are you really a useless
person?

Well, maybe, not completely useless. However, I am not a very spe-
cial one.

Do you think that you are worthless, as you have heard many times
from your father and now from the engineer?

Probably nobody is worthless. However, I still believe that I don’t
matter so much.

Do you consider yourself lovable?

Lovable! - a difficult question. Sometimes I have the feeling that I
can’t really love and accept myself.

Jeff: John, what do you mean? Who can tell whether or not a person is

John:
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John:
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John:
Jeff:

John:

useless, worthless and unlovable?

I don’t know. But my parents and some of my teachers quite often
spoke of me negatively; and now Jayson.

Did they have the right to do so?

They just did it - even repeatedly.

That’s right, people judge other people. The only question is
whether they have the right to do so and whether their judgment is
true at all.

So who can stop them?

It’s not possible. Nevertheless, the question is whether one believes
them or not. Do you think it makes sense to believe lies?

Lies! - of course not! Are you sure that their judgments are wrong?
They probably don’t realize how much they burden you with those
statements. Nevertheless, they are not true!

How do you know?

Jeff: Just think. How could I know?

John:
Jeff:
John:
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John:
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Do you mean through the Bible?

Sure - of course! God thinks very differently about you!

I can’t imagine or feel it.

You feel differently because you have been wrongly taught about
people. It’s important to know that it is not what people say, or
even what you feel. Feelings can deceive us as well.

Yes, but who is able to change his feelings?

People have told you wrong things, both by their words and by
their behaviour. Now you have believed these lies for too long. A
small child doesn’t understand, but because you still believe the lies
as an adult, your thinking is wrong. And because of it you feel bad.
Then we should trust neither our fellows nor our thoughts, nor our
feelings?
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It all depends on what is true and what false. Only God can decide
what is true, no one else!

And what is the truth?

I will give you an example. You've said that you sometimes even do
not think you'’re lovable. Let’s look in the Bible. Here we find the
truth about whether you're lovable or not. We have looked at this
verse before, but read again John 3:16:

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

God loves us so much that he gave Jesus for each of us. For you as
well!

I can’t imagine it.

But it is true, because the Bible never lies. Now it depends on
whether you believe your fellows, false thoughts, feelings or God.

I have never seen it this way.

We have to struggle every day with lies, which we can believe or
not. Anyone familiar with the Bible learns gradually to distinguish
lies from the truth. Here is a wonderful statement about love.
Please read Jeremiah 31:3:

God said: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you
with unfailing kindness.”

Again can you ask the question: Who speaks the truth - God, or any
human? In your early childhood, you experienced only a little love
from close relatives. This was very hard to bear and can burden
your whole life. However, it doesn’t have to be the case. It is indeed
true that the love of people is important to us. Nevertheless, more
important is that God always loves you.

Now I understand what you mean.

One question: Who is more important, the chief engineer, or an oil-
er, just like you?

Of course, the chief engineer. That is obvious.

Yes, it is true on the one hand, because the chief engineer carries
more responsibility than you do. However, does he therefore have a
greater value than you have?

I'm not sure.

The Bible answers the question. In God’s eyes, the value of a human
being doesn’t depend on his position. You, John, are very important
and valuable, because you're a creation of God, and now even his
child.

Probably you're right.
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That’s for sure! Another question: Do you love your little son and is
he precious in your eyes?

Silly question - of course!

I do not understand that. Your son is small, has no education, no
profession, no position in society and earns no money. For many
activities, he needs help and hasn’t done anything special in life yet.
Why do you love him? Why is he so important and valuable to you?
Well, just because he is my son. That is reason enough to love him.
He doesn’t need to do or possess anything.

Jeff: John, this is exactly how God behaves. He loves you because he has
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John:
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created you. That is enough to be very precious in his eyes. Moreo-
ver, he has given you exactly the gifts you need.

But other people are more talented.

Maybe that’s true. However, God gives people their value and digni-
ty, regardless of their abilities.

How is it with money or possessions? Others have much more than
I will ever have.

[ am sure you can find the answer for yourself.

You are right! Money and possessions have nothing to do with a
human being’s value.

Neither profession, nor position in a company, nor talents, nor
what one has done, nor possessions have anything to do with the
value and dignity of a human being. Please read Genesis 1:27:

“God created mankind in his own image; in the image of God, he created
them.”

We humans are naturally not as God is. Nevertheless, we are creat-
ed in his image. That’s why everyone has the dignity that God gave
him.

For this, one does not need to be or do anything special. Beside
this, whoever is a child of God has a particularly close relationship
with him. It’s a close father-child relationship. These two facts de-
termine who you are. They make up your identity.

Identity?

Exactly!

I do not understand yet.

OK, then I ask you the following question: Who are you?

John: You know that - I'm John.

Jeff:
John:
Jeff:
John:

No, that’s just your name. Who are you?
I'm an oiler.

No, that’s only your position. Who are you?
Do you mean the country I come from?
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No, that’s your nationality. Who are you?

What do you want me to say? My religion?

You could tell me of many more things that affect you as a person,

but none of them define you. However, there are three facts which

really count and make up who you are:

v" You are a creation of God.

v" You are created in God’s image.

v" You are even a child of God and belong to his family. These facts
identify you.?

Slowly I start to understand.

Do you remember what we talked about earlier? We have discov-

ered that we often feel bad because we think wrong. Moreover, we

think wrongly, because we believe lies or half-truths. When we

think correctly, as with the truth of the Bible, slowly our feelings

will change positively. Remember, in the eyes of God the beggar on

the street is worth just as much as our country’s president.

John: Jeff, this has helped me a lot. Next time Jayson speaks badly about

Jeff:

me, I will not believe him.

Right! Probably you will not succeed at first, and sometimes you

may fall back into the old way of thinking. However, you are on the

right track. In summary, we can say everyone longs for at least four
things:

v" to be loved,

v" to be considered being important or significant,

v to be secure or safe,

v" and to belong to someone.*

For those four human needs, God has a wonderful answer:

v" God loves us. In John 16:27 Jesus said:

“The Father Himself loves you because you have loved me and have be-
lieved that I came from God.”

v' Everyone has an infinitely high value. That is the case because
we are created in God’s image. In Romans 8:31-32 we read that
God is on our side. He gave his best - Jesus - for us.

“If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own
Son, but gave him up for us all. How will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things?”

v' Safety and security we get when we entrust our lives to Jesus.
This does not mean that nothing could happen to us. However,
we are always in his hands. In John 10:28-29 it is even written
that children of God are both in the hands of Jesus and in the
hand of the Father. This means double security:
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Jesus said: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one
will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me,
is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

v We need to know to whom we belong. As children of God, we be-

long to the Father and to Jesus, who laid down his life for us.
This is already the case here on earth. Moreover, we have the
promise that we will belong to him after death as well. Jesus ac-
tually ensures that for each of us an apartment is prepared in
heaven. To his disciples he once said:
“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have
told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with
me that you also may be where I am.” John 14:2-3.

Jesus has promised us that we are his friends. Isn’t it great?
Jesus said: “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s

friends. You are my friends if you do what | command.”
John 15:13-14



Locked in the repair shop
Third Adventure

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves

be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
Galatians 5:1

John had received an order from the chief engineer to fix a defective part
in the repair shop, a job which could take two to three hours.

He began his work cheerfully, listening to loud music on his head-
phones. Many thoughts went through his mind. How fortunate that God
had brought him to this ship, where he’d got to know Jeff. His fitter was a
man unlike any he had met before. Not that he was without faults. A
weakness was that he sometimes forgot appointments. For example, yes-
terday they had arranged to talk together, a meeting Jeff had totally for-
gotten. Nevertheless, conversations with him were always very helpful.
Jeff patiently explained things from the Bible, and, John thought, the nic-
est experience is that I now belong to Jesus, together with Jeff.

v" He had always believed in Jesus. But through the conversations
with Jeff it had become clear what it meant to invite Jesus into his
life.

v" He had always thought that it was enough to believe everything in
the Bible - just to assume that it was true. Now he knew that true
belief meant to put trust fully in Jesus. To believe also meant to
trust in the Bible’s many promises.

v He’'d always thought that he had a chance to be saved, if he only
belonged to the right religion. Now he knew that no religion saves
anyone, but only one person - Jesus.

v' He'd always believed that no one could be sure of his salvation,
since nobody is sinless. Now he knew that his salvation was
certain because Jesus had died for his sins. The condition was that
he put his trust in Jesus, repented his sins honestly, and became
his disciple.

v' He had always thought that both by believing in Jesus and by
doing good deeds, he could earn eternal life. Now he knew that Je-
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sus alone saves, and that good deeds just follow, after receiving
salvation as a gift.

Finally, John finished his work and wanted to leave the repair shop. He
switched off the music and tried to open the door, but found it was
locked. Obviously, someone had shut him in by accident.

He began to knock and call, though he knew no one was around ex-
cept for one person in the control-room, which was quite a distance away
in the noisy engine-room. John shouted and knocked even louder, but
nobody responded. It was now 21.00 and probably no one even missed
him. They would assume that he was in his cabin. Had he to spend the
whole night here in the repair shop?

He forced himself to remain calm and not to panic. It wasn’t easy, be-
cause he felt very uncomfortable in locked rooms, certainly to do with
the fact that his father used to shut him in a narrow dark room in order
to punish him, often for hours, regardless of his screaming and crying.

Again it came to mind that the ship was like a prison, and now he was
locked up in a much smaller space - just as in a real prison.

Maybe I should pray, John thought. If it is true that Jesus is every-
where, then he sees and hears me even now. In simple words, he asked
Jesus to help him.

After a while, he took a look round the back of the repair shop. 1t was
the first time he had had to fix something here, so he did not know the
room. He found a lot of spare parts and tools, and became curious to
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know what was behind some large metal plates. He pushed them aside
and discovered a door. Nervously he turned the handle. What a relief - it
opened. He was free.

He decided not to tell his colleagues anything. They would only laugh
at him because he’d known nothing of the repair shop’s second door.
However, with Jeff he could talk things through, so the next day he went
to tell him of his adventure.

Jeff: 1 can well understand that it was not nice for you to be in a locked
room.

John: That’s true! I've told you already of my father, who used to punish
me by putting me into the cellar.

Jeff: You never forget such experiences.

John: You said the other day that Jesus sets us free. What does it mean? In
what sense does he free us?

Jeff: Jesus wants to free us of many things. For instance from our sin.

John: I know. That was the reason he gave his life. When he forgives, we
get rid of our sins and experience freedom.

Jeff: That’s right. However, sin is not only like a burden he takes from
us. It’s also like a chain that keeps us in bondage. Just like a prisoner
who is also chained. Nevertheless, Jesus can break it.

John: I have not yet fully understood. How does sin tie us up?

Jeff: Well, for example it keeps us in bondage to the devil. Satan is the
one who first tempts us to sin. Once we have followed him and dis-
obeyed God, we bind ourselves to Satan.

John: I always thought that we have the freedom to decide whether to sin
or not.

Jeff: On one side, it is true. We always have the choice to obey God or
follow the devil. On the other hand, the devil has an interest in
keeping us in bondage. This might mean that we cannot escape a
certain sin even though we wish to. Many possible negative habits
can spoil our lives. Think about smoking, drinking too much alco-
hol, addiction to porno material ...

John: Does that have anything to do with the devil?

Jeff: We need to see that there is no neutral territory. We never belong
only to ourselves. We are just human beings. Creatures cannot live
and decide completely independently. Either we turn to Jesus or we
stay under the devil’s influence.

John: But I have allowed Jesus to come into my heart. Now I belong to
him, don’t 17

Jeff: Yes, that's right; you belong entirely to him.
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John: And you told me that I am saved and will definitely go to heaven.

Jeff: That’s also correct. God gave that promise in the Bible. You can ful-
ly trust in it.

John: But children of God are still able to sin. They are not yet perfect.

Jeff: Yes, that is true. We are not yet in heaven. Here on earth the devil
can still influence us negatively. He may also try to rob us of the
freedom we have through Jesus. He wants to prevent our realising
who we are in him and what we have through him.

John: I don’t understand.

Jeff: Yesterday, when you were in the repair room - were you free or
locked in?

John: Actually, I was free, because the second door wasn’t locked. It was
unnecessary to spend two more hours in that room. I could have
got out.

Jeff: That’s right! But because you thought you were locked in, you be-
haved like a prisoner and not like a free man.

John: You think that God’s children sometimes don’t realize the freedom
they have in Christ?

Jeff: Yes, it can happen to any of us. Even though we belong to God and
are free, it is possible to slide back into the former way of thinking.
One question: What does the Bible say about you? Are you still con-
sidered to be a sinner, in spite of the fact that you are now a child of
God?

John: Yes, I am certainly still a sinner!

Jeff: That’s true: you are still a sinner. Nevertheless, the Bible calls God’s
children saints and not primarily sinners.

John: Saints? Where in the Bible? I always thought that only the very best
people are saints.

Jeff: Please open Romans 1 and read verse 7.

John: “To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his saints.

Jeff: The apostle Paul wrote a letter to the Christians in Rome, and they
were all called “holy people” or “saints”. Now please also read
Ephesians 1:1.

John: “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God. To God’s holy people
[saints] in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus.”

Jeff: Here in Ephesus also, believers are called holy people.

John: How is that possible? Were they all extraordinary persons?

Jeff: 1think they were ordinary Christians. In fact, in the Bible everyone
who belongs to God is considered to be a holy person. This does not
mean to be better than others, but simply as a result of their be-

”5
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longing to God. Because God is holy, he makes people who are unit-

ed to him holy.

That is very interesting.

Now read 1 Peter 2:9.

“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of

darkness into his wonderful light.”

Please tell me, what is said about God’s children? What are they?

They are:

v" chosen

v' aroyal priesthood

v" aholy nation

v" God’s special possession

v called out of darkness into his wonderful light.

That’s right.

I thought until now that as children of God only our sins are forgiv-

en and that we have eternal life. However, here are a lot more

things mentioned.

That’s right, but it’s only one verse. There are many other promises

that we can apply to ourselves. All of them have something to do

with the idea of “freedom”.

v" To be chosen means freedom, because you don’t belong to Satan
any longer.

v" To belong to a royal priesthood means freedom, because kings
and priests are free people, not slaves.

v" To be part of a group of holy people also means freedom. 1t’s be-
cause they belong to God and not to Satan.

v" Darkness scares and imprisons us. God’s marvellous light gives
us sight and allows us to enjoy freedom.

This does not mean that children of God are sinless. Until the ends

of our lives, we have to depend on his forgiveness. Nevertheless, it

is important that we recognize who and what we are in Christ. Per-

haps one can put it like this: in the Bible God’s children are not

called sinners. However, they are considered holy people who are

still able to sin.

What do you think about this idea? - A child of God who sees him-

self in the first place as a sinner is like someone who lies on the

ground. But a child of God who sees himself as holy, even though he

still sins, has a different perspective. He is like somebody who from

time to time falls, but always gets up again.
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You've found a great expression. Someone who sees himself only as
a sinner will go through life rather negatively. Someone who sees
himself as sanctified through Jesus - even though he still sins at
times - is much more grateful to Jesus.

However, could there be a danger that such a person fools himself
just by believing positive things? After all, everyone knows that
positive thinking brings success.

Actually, positive thinking is always better than to constantly doubt
yourself. But this is not the issue. What matters is that you believe
the Bible’s promises. It’s about taking all the statements of the Bible
seriously - both the commandment and the promises. To doubt the
word of God is never helpful.

But sometimes people have doubts, don’t they?

Sure, anyone can find himself in a situation where doubts are
stronger than his faith. In this case, you should not put pressure on
people, but show understanding and encourage them.

That is true!

Another point is that the many promises of the Bible should never
make us proud. No child of God should consider himself better than
others. Everything we are and have is by God’s grace alone and not
because of our own qualities. However, we should pay a lot of atten-
tion to the many encouragements of the Bible to be grateful and
humble.

Are there more promises I should know in God’s word?

Oh yes, plenty. I have a whole list. You can take it and read them
from time to time.

Who am I through Jesus?

AN N N N N N N NN

“I.am the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13)

“I am the light of the world.” (Matthew 5:14)

“I'am a child of God.” (John 1:12)

“I.am part of the true vine and appointed to bear fruit.” (John 15:5)
“Iam Christ’s friend.” (John 15:15)

“I.am chosen to bear his fruit that remains.” (John 15:16)

“I.am a slave of righteousness.” (Romans 6:18)

“I am enslaved to God.” (Romans 6:22)

“I.am a son of God; God is spiritually my Father.” (Romans 8:14-15)
“I am sharing the inheritance with Christ.” (Romans 8:17)

“Iam a temple - a dwelling place - of God. His Spirit and his life dwells in
me.” (1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19)
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“I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with him.” (1 Corinthians
6:17)

“I am a member of Christ’s body.” (1 Corinthians 12:27 and Ephesians
5:30)

“I.am a new creation.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

“I am reconciled to God and am a minister of reconciliation.”
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

“Iam a son of God and one in Christ.” (Galatians 3:26 and 28)

“I.am an heir of God since I am his son.” (Galatians 4:6-7)

“I.am a saint or a holy person.” (Ephesians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Colos-
sians 1:2)

“I am God’s workmanship - his handiwork - newly born in Christ to do his
work.” (Ephesians 2:10)

“I.am a fellow citizen with the rest of God’s family.” (Ephesians 2:19)
“I.am a prisoner of Christ.” (Ephesians 3:1 and 4:1)

“I.am righteous and holy.” (Ephesians 4:24)

“I.am a citizen of heaven, seated in heaven right now.” (Philippians 3:20;
Ephesians 2:6)

“I am hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3)

“I am an expression of the life of Christ because he is my life.” (Colossi-
ans 3:4)

“I am chosen of God, holy and dearly loves.” (Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessa-
lonians 1:4)

“I.am a son of light and not of darkness.” (1 Thessalonians 5:5)

“I.am a holy partaker of a heavenly calling.” (Hebrews 3:1)

“I.am a partaker of Christ; I share in his life.” (Hebrews 3:14)

“I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual
house.” (1 Peter 2:5)

“I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peo-
ple for God’s own possession.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)

“I.am a foreigners and stranger to this world in which I temporarily live.”
(1 Peter 2:11)

“I.am an enemy of the devil.” (1 Peter 5:8)

“I am a child of God and I will be like Christ when he returns.” (1 John
3:1-2)

“I am born of God, and the evil one - the devil - cannot touch me.”
(1John 5:18)

“By the grace of God, I am what I am.” (1 Corinthians 15:10)°
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John: Really a surprising number of promises!

Jeff: That’s true. There are probably many more. It is certainly a good
thing to read this list aloud from time to time. It encourages and
strengthens our faith.

John: And it helps us not to stay in a prison with open doors.

Jeff: Exactly! You've understood it very well! Children of God are indeed
free people! Since the Apostle Paul wrote:

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
Galatians 5:1
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Fourth Adventure

“I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father — Jesus Christ,
the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,’

and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
| John 2:1-2

Jeff had advised John to tell his colleagues that he now lived with Jesus.
“It is important to profess our faith and have courage to stand up for the
Lord,” Jeff explained. John followed the counsel of his friend. His col-
leagues’ reactions varied. Two of them gave a quite positive response.
Some did not seem particularly interested. Others smiled just a little iron-
ically. Bill and Frank however, two of the AB’s, from now on took every
opportunity to provoke him.

One evening John sat alone in the crew mess-room. Some of his com-
panions slept while others had gone to the seamen’s club. Suddenly the
door opened and Bill came in with Frank.

Bill: Come John, let’s have fun together.

John: Well, I am tired. I want to go to bed soon.

Bill: Come on - life on board is boring. Let’s enjoy the evening. Hi Frank,
turn on the music.

John: I am not sure. Tomorrow I have to get up very early.

Bill: Oh boy - just one hour. We don’t need to party all night. Frank, get
us each a bottle of beer from the fridge.

John: I don’t want any alcohol now.

Bill: Just one bottle! John - don’t spoil our mood. Are you already so holy
that not even a small bottle of beer is allowed?

John: I don’t think one bottle is a problem as long you can control your-
self.

Bill: That’s exactly what I'm talking about. Just one bottle - no more. We
are one crew on this ship. Nobody should exclude himself. We need
to stick together. Or do you think you are better than we are?

John: No, no! Not at all!



36 The Prison at Sea

Three hours later, John lay in his bed and felt dizzy. Had he drunk six or
seven bottles? He could not remember. However, it was not just the alco-
hol. The talk had been quite dirty. Gradually the situation had got out of
control. John felt guilty. He had honestly tried not to participate because
he even guessed what they had in mind. However, Bill and Frank pushed
him until he had finally given in. Next morning, as six crew-members sat
together at breakfast Bill and Frank came in. “Good morning,” Frank said,
louder than necessary. “Last night we had a really good time together.”

“Hi John, do you have a headache?” Bill asked with a dirty grin. “You
should have seen him last night. Since becoming so religious, John tells us
that only Jesus counts. But yesterday he drank until he could no longer
count to three. Finally, we had to carry him to his cabin. You're a very
special saint!” He shouted with laughter.

John said nothing. He felt bad and very much ashamed. But they were
right. He had completely failed and spoiled everything. Certainly, he was
no longer worthy of Jesus.

When Jeff left the mess-room a few minutes later he whispered to
John: “Let’s meet tonight in my cabin and talk about it.” John nodded.

John: 1 tried not to join them; they forced me to drink just a bottle of
beer.

Jeff: Sure! I know Bill and Frank from my previous ship. Actually, I didn’t
expect anything else of them. They are mockers and push others to
join their evil behaviour.
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John: I should have resisted them anyway.

Jeff: That’s true. Nevertheless, we are still human - this means not per-
fect yet. Moreover, Jesus still loves you and is willing to forgive. Did
you repent of the things that happened?

John: Yes, 1 did - at least three times this morning.

Jeff: Why three times?

John: Well - 1 don’t know. I still feel guilty.

Jeff: Do you remember 1 John 1:9? Here’s my Bible. Please read the verse.

John: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Jeff: And Hebrews 8:12.

John: “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”

Jeff: How many times do you need to confess until Jesus forgives?

John: Probably only one?

Jeff: Yes, that’s sufficient, if repentance comes from the heart. We've
spoken already about the fact that confession is useless if it’s just
because of tradition. However, the Lord will never reject anyone
who feels deeply sorry for his sin.

John: Thanks Jeff, I feel really relieved. Now I will try my very best to
make sure this will never happen again.

Jeff: Wait! Certainly, you should avoid doing these things again. Howev-
er, don’t expect that you will always succeed.

John: But I cannot take sin lightly.

Jeff: That's true. In Romans 6:1-2 Paul writes:

“Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We
are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”

Maybe later you would like to read the whole of Romans 6. It
explains very well that we are not enslaved to sin any longer. We
are free from it even though we are not perfect yet. Anyone who
loves Jesus has a great desire to obey him.

John: I always thought that we have to obey Jesus because we fear the last
judgment.

Jeff: True, someone who does not belong to Jesus should fear it. Often it
is fear that brings us to the right conclusions. I'll give you an exam-
ple: no-one likes surgical operations. Nevertheless, the fear of can-
cer will persuade us to undergo an operation we think will bring
about a cure.

Similarly, the fear of judgment can bring people to put their
lives right with God. However, it isn’t God’s will that we are con-
stantly afraid of him. On the contrary: He wants obedience because
of love. In the same way as children obey their parents if they love
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them, we should do so as well. Remember, God is our good Father
and Jesus gave his life for us. These are reasons enough to love
them with all our heart. Please read John 14:21.

“Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.”

We have considered both: on the one hand, it is true that we should
not sin lightly, thinking we are dead to sin. On the other hand, it is
also true that we humans are still capable of sinning. 1 John 1:1-2
expresses these facts very well:

“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if an-
ybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father - Jesus Christ, the
Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins®, and not only for
ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

But I was not able to resist the temptation, when Bill and Frank
came. Why?

Listen, here in 1 John 2:1-2 you read that Jesus is our advocate or
lawyer. However, there is also someone who first tries to tempt us
to sin and afterwards accuses us.

Whom do you mean - the devil?

Sure! Let’s look at his strategy: the first step he always takes is to
tempt us to sin. It started with Adam and Eve. God had forbidden
them to eat the fruit of a certain tree on pain of punishment. How-
ever, the devil declared that this would never happen. On the con-
trary, they could expect to be like God.

It was not primarily a fruit, which made them desire to disobey
the Lord. There were plenty of other kinds of fruit to eat. What
mattered was Satan’s promise that they would be equal to God. It
was this that was attractive to them. You can read about it in Gene-
sis 3:1-6.

But it was a big lie!

Of course - when the devil tempts us, he always lies. Please read
John 8:44.

“The devil was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he
is a liar and the father of lies.”

He is a murderer and a liar. If he spoke the truth he would never be
very successful, so he cannot help but lie. It is his nature.

[ understand!

Yes, it is the first step in his strategy. Now listen: once he succeeds
in tempting people to sin, the second step is to accuse them of their
faults.
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I can’t believe it. He has no right to accuse anyone, because nobody
is more guilty than he is!

You are right! However, he doesn’t care, and starts making accusa-
tions as soon as we have done something wrong,.

Do we also find this in the Bible?

Sure, for example, Revelation 12:10 describes the devil in this way:

“He is the accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before
our God day and night ...”

Later, in Zechariah 3:1-6, you can read an interesting story, in
which Satan accused Joshua, the former High Priest, of personal sin
as well as those of Israel.

I understand. But yesterday I read in John 16:8: “When the Holy Spirit
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteous-
ness and judgment.”

Jeff: John, this is an excellent argument! It is actually true! When Jesus

John:
Jeff:

John:
Jeff:

John:
Jeff:
John:
Jeff:

told his disciples, that he would soon return to God, he also an-
nounced the coming of the Holy Spirit. One of whose many tasks
would be to touch our conscience in order to convince us of our sin.
But how do we know whether it is the Holy Spirit or the devil who
causes our guilty conscience?

Again a very good question! Listen, if you commit a sin it is first the
Holy Spirit who whispers in your heart that you have done some-
thing wrong. His intention is to lead you to repentance in order to
receive forgiveness. In other words, he wants to restore your rela-
tionship to God again.

This is the moment where sometimes the devil tries to step in.
Although he does not have the right to do so, he begins to accuse
you.

Why doesn’t he have the right to do it?

First of all, he is more guilty than any of us. Secondly, he starts to
accurse even though the sin is already forgiven. Remember: he who
repents of his sin and confesses honestly, will be completely forgiv-
en. So Satan’s charges are completely unjustified. However, do you
know why he is so often successful with his accusations?

Please tell me.

We too often believe him.

I would never do so.

Well, remember what you told me before. You said that you had
asked at least three times for forgiveness because of the alcohol
abuse. Yet you still feel guilty. Do you think this is from of the Holy
Spirit?
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John: Probably not, because God promised to forgive.

Jeff: Yet you still have a guilty conscience, because you believe a lie.

John: A lie?

Jeff: Yes, the lie that your sins are not yet forgiven, while in God’s eyes
they no longer exist. If he forgives, he does it completely.

John: I understand!

Jeff: Satan is sometimes successful in deceiving us in two ways:

v' First, if we commit a sin of which we feel especially ashamed.
Something we consider a big sin.

v' Second, if we have a weakness that leads us to commit one par-
ticular sin repeatedly. It has happened already so often that we
doubt God will still forgive. However, that’s not true! He always
forgives if our repentance is honest and sincere.

John: Can it be said in summary, then, that Satan first tempts us by lying,
and afterwards changes his position by accusing us of wrongdoing?

Jeff: Exactly! What have you noticed about the behaviour of Bill and
Frank?

John: I don’t understand.

Jeff: Well, first they tempted you to drink too much. Then, when they
were successful, the started to blame and accuse you.

John: Now, I can see it. The same strategy as the devil’s.

Jeff: Yes! Nevertheless, it’s important to see that they were only used by
the devil. The devil often does it this way in order to carry out his
evil plans. Satan always stands behind people’s evil behaviour. Now
please read 1 Peter 5:8.

John: “Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion looking for some-
one to devour.”

Jeff: Can you recall what the Bible verses we read said about the devil?

John: Yes, he is
v aliar
v' amurderer
v’ an accuser
v" like a lion who wants to devour us

Jeff: Well remembered!

Now let’s talk about his role as an accuser. What is God’s re-
sponse to it on our behalf?

John: I am not sure.

Jeff: Remember 1 John 2:1-2. It’s good to read it again.

John: “I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have

an advocate with the Father - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the
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atoning sacrifice for our sins’, and not only for ours but also for the sins of

the whole world.”

Think of a court hearing.

Do you mean a trial?

Yes! There are four key persons:

v the accused; the person who is guilty;

v' the accuser; the prosecutor who points to our sin;

v the advocate or lawyer, who speaks on behalf of the accused;

v the judge who passes the final judgment

Take this to illustrate our situation. Who are the key persons?

All right.

v" we are the accused, because we have sinned;

v’ the accuser is Satan;

v" the advocate is Jesus, who speaks on our behalf;

v' the judge is God.

Exactly, you have understood it! Next questions:

v" how will the process end?

v" what judgment will be passed?

v" what will be the punishment?

Please tell me!

The process ends with a big shock and a big surprise:

v" shock, because the judgement is death by crucifixion

v’ surprise, since the death penalty was passed upon Jesus on our
behalf, and by it we are released - if we trust in him.

Now I can see clearly! Jesus acts in two ways:

v" in the past, when he took our penalty, dying on the cross for our
sins; and

v" in the present, when he speaks as lawyer or advocate on our be-
half.

Exactly, you've got it! What are you going to do next time you

commit a sin?

Of course, I will repent honestly and tell Jesus everything. The

guilty conscience is caused by the Holy Spirit in order that I can re-

turn to the Lord.

Yes, and if you harmed another person you'd better ask him also to

forgive you. In addition, what are you going to do if you still feel

guilty afterwards?

I will not believe such feelings because 1 know that they are from

the devil and he always lies.
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Jeff: Yes, never trust a liar! Satan is the father of lies. Finally, we can say
that 1 John 1:1-2 speaks about both:

v God doesn’t want us to sin or to take it lightly.

v' Because we are just humans, we will sin again. However, Jesus is
our advocate who never fails when he speaks on behalf of God’s
children.

John: Although a ship is like a prison on the sea, I am now a free man. Je-
sus, who is my advocate, has suffered the punishment in my place.
Satan has no claim on me. Because I belong to him, Jesus has set me
free.

“I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father — Jesus Christ,
the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,

and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”
| John 2:1-2
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Fifth Adventure

“By the grace of God | am what | am.”
| Corinthians 15:10

John sat in his cabin and looked at a picture of his son Raffy. The boy had
recently celebrated his third birthday. Unfortunately, because John had
already joined the ship he had not been with him. A few minutes ago, he
had received a call from his wife. Sobbing, she had told him that Raffy
had been taken to hospital with a high fever. His condition was so bad
that he had already lost consciousness.

The doctor had told John’s wife that their son’s life was in danger. For
the treatment, very expensive medicine was necessary. However, John
had no money, for he had just bought the family a house, for which he
had taken out a large bank loan.

At the hospital his wife was told that they could not continue to treat
Raffy if she didn’t pay. In my country a child’s life does not count for
much, John thought angrily. Many people die just because they are poor.
Often even bribes were expected. What was he supposed to do, he
thought desperately. Finally, he ran over to the his friend’s cabin. “Jeff!”
he shouted, “please let me in!” It took a while before Jeff opened the
door, because he had been sleeping. After John told him everything, he
suggested that they should first pray for Raffy.

After they had brought John’s misery before God, Jeff said that he
would cover the payment for the treatment. He picked up his cell-phone
and called his wife. In a brief conversation he explained the situation and
asked her to take care of the payment. “You will get the whole amount
back!” John said with tears in his eyes.

“Don’t worry about the money. There is nothing to repay; it’s all
right,” Jeff replied.

Two weeks later, John got the wonderful news that their son Raffy
was well again and had been discharged from hospital. The infection had
been life-threatening. Now, with his boy recovered, John was overjoyed
and exceedingly grateful. He went to Jeff’s cabin in order to bring him the
good news.
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Jeff:

John:

Jeff, 'm so glad, Raffy is back home. Thank you so much for lending
me the money. It was very expensive - about 3,000 USD. But believe
me, I will repay every single cent. Do you agree that I will give you
200 USD monthly? I would really like to repay more, but because of
the loan for my house my finances are limited.

John, I've told you already that you don’t need to worry about the
money. Forget it. There’s nothing to repay.

No, such a big gift I can never accept. The sum is too large. You
can’t give me so much money, even though we are good friends.
John, what I tell you now, you have to keep to yourself: I'm a rich
man, even though I don’t look it. Three months ago, my uncle died,;
he was the owner of two major department stores. He was unmar-
ried and had no children or other relatives. The last few years my
wife and I took care of him. Now we’ve inherited all his possessions.
This is my last contract on a ship for sure. I'm sixty years old and
have more than enough money for the rest of my life. 3,000 USD are
no problem at all for my wife and me. It gives us real pleasure to be
able to help you.

Sorry Jeff, I can’t accept it. I'll work hard and make a lot of over-
time, in order to repay the money as soon as possible.

Why don’t you accept? It comes from my heart.

No, no, no! This shouldn’t be! I cannot accept such a big gift! Never!
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Jeff: John, please stop and relax! I have more than enough. Sometimes
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John:
Jeff:

John:
Jeff:

John:
Jeff:

John:
Jeff:

John:

we should be humble and accept that we need help. We all have our
limits. There’s no reason to reject the offer.

What do you mean by saying that I have to be humble?

A good question. Do you remember that we talked about the fact
that salvation is pure grace? We don’t deserve it. We can’t work for
it. We have to depend on what Jesus has done for us. It is necessary
to accept it. Otherwise, grace is no grace.

Yes, I do remember.

There are people who are too proud. They refuse to receive salva-
tion as a gift by grace alone. They constantly try to gain it by good
works.

Well, but I have received it by grace.

Yes, that’s true; but it’s not the end. Even as children of God, we still
depend on his grace every single day. Remember the list of Bible
words that I gave you. Most of them have nothing to do with salva-
tion. However, they point to many more facts that apply to God’s
children. All those promises are his gifts to us. As we have received
God’s salvation by grace, we get them as well, just by grace alone. A
proud person hopes that he can manage everything alone, but a
humble person understands that he is dependent on Jesus and
needs help - always!

Well, I do know that I'm dependent on Jesus.

Maybe. However, my experience is that it’s a lifetime process, to
understand even deeper our dependence on him.

Okay - please explain it!

It’s interesting to see that our struggles to do everything on our
own can be compared with being in a prison. I'll give you an exam-
ple:

Remember what happened yesterday. The 2nd Engineer had to
carry a very long and heavy pipe down from the engine room up to
the fourth deck. The 3rd Engineer offered to help, but the 2nd En-
gineer refused. He tried alone for at least fifteen minutes and even
did some damage with the pipe. He got more and more nervous and
impatient, even shouting at everyone. Finally, he had to give in and
accept help. He often behaves like a stubborn child. His pride is like
a self-made prison. It’s much better to accept help, and it’s no
shame for you to accept my gift. 'm rich enough. Don’t be proud.
Please tell me what else we need if we are to receive by grace alone
- I mean from God and not from man.
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Everything, actually! Being a Christian isn’t just a matter of getting
something; it’s a matter of being someone, which must also be re-
ceived by grace. A Christian isn’t simply a person who gets for-
giveness, who gets to go to heaven, who gets the Holy Spirit and a
new nature. In terms of our deepest identity a Christian is a saint, a
spiritually born child of God, a divine masterpiece, a child of light, a
citizen of heaven.! Being born again transforms you into someone
who didn’t exist before. What you receive as a Christian isn’t the
point alone; it’s what you are. It’s not what you do as a Christian
that determines who you are; it’s who you are that determines what
you do.

Please read 2 Corinthians 5:17.
“If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!”

A new creation? Well, it’s true, there is a big difference since I
have received Jesus in my heart. However I don’t feel completely
new. I'm still the same person.

Jeff: John, remember what we recently talked about. It’s useless to trust
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John:

Jeff:
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our feelings. They are constantly changing. They can't tell us any-
thing about what is true in God’s eyes. True is what the Lord says.
Real is what the Bible promises. To be a new creation is one of the
many gifts, which can be received only by grace and not by good
works. We never deserve it. Be humble and accept the present.

Is it true that the fact that we are a new creation also has some-
thing to do with our identity in Christ?

You've got it!

Understanding your identity in Christ is essential to your suc-

cess in living the Christian life. No person can consistently behave
in a way that’s inconsistent with the way he perceives himself."
Sorry, I don’t understand.
For instance, if you think you’re a nobody, you'll probably live like a
nobody. But if you see yourself as a child of God who is spiritually
alive in Christ, you'll begin to live in victory and freedom, as he
lived.

Next to a knowledge of God, a knowledge of who you are is by
far the most important truth you can possess.'?

You mean that we need to understand who Jesus is and who we are
in him?

Exactly! Just believing these truths will bring about a big change!
Do you think that most believers have understood it?

I fear that to many it isn’t yet clear.
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Why?

I think the devil is actively trying to deceive the believers. He
knows that he can’t take our salvation. However, his deception con-
cerning our identity is his major weapon against our growth and
maturity in Christ.”

Do you mean that many believers who have been saved for some
time are still baby-Christians, because they’ve never understood
their position in Christ?

Yes, I think it’s true - unfortunately.

I gave you recently a list of Bible verses with the title “Who am I
through Jesus?” There’s another list which supplements it. I've made
a Xerox copy for you. Read it aloud to yourself repeatedly until it
becomes a part of you. Pray through the list occasionally, asking
God to fix these truths in your heart. Why not read through it right
now?

I am in Christ, by the grace of God ...
“I have been justified - completely forgiven and made righteous.” (Ro-
mans 5:1)
“I died with Christ and died to the power of sin’s rule over my life.” (Ro-
mans 6:1-6)
“I.am free for ever from condemnation.” (Romans 8:1)
“I have been placed in Christ by God’s doing.” (1 Corinthians 1:30)
“I have received the Spirit of God into my life that I might know the things
freely given to me by God.” (1 Corinthians 2:12)
“I have been given the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:16)
“I have been bought with a price; I am not my own; I belong to God.”
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
“I have been established, anointed and sealed by God in Christ, and I have
been given the Holy Spirit as a pledge guaranteeing my inheritance to
come.” (2 Corinthians 1:21; Ephesians 1:13-14)
“Since I have died, I no longer live for myself, but for Christ.” (2 Corin-
thians 5:14-15)
“I have been made righteous.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
“I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me. The life I am now living is Christ’s life.” (Galatians 2:20)
“I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing.” (Ephesians 1:3)
“I was chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
am without blame before him.” (Ephesians 1:4)
“I was predestined - determined by God - to be adopted as God’s son/
daughter.” (Ephesians 1:5)
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“I have been redeemed and forgiven, and I am a recipient of his generous
grace.” (Ephesians 1:7)

“I have been made alive together with Christ.” (Ephesians 2:5)

“I have been raised up and seated with Christ in heaven.” (Ephesians
2:6)

“I have direct access to God through the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:18)

“I may approach God with boldness, freedom and confidence.” (Ephesi-
ans 3:12)

“I have been rescued from the domain of Satan’s rule and transferred to
the kingdom of Christ.” (Colossians 1:13)

“I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins. The debt against me
has been cancelled.” (Colossians 1:14)

“Christ himself is in me.” (Colossians 1:27)

“I.am firmly rooted in Christ and am now being built in him.” (Colossi-
ans 2:7)

“I have been spiritually circumcised. My old unregenerate nature has
been removed.” (Colossians 2:11)

“I have been made complete in Christ.” (Colossians 2:10)

“I have been buried, raised and made alive with Christ.” (Colossians
2:12-13)

“I died with Christ and I have been raised up with him. My life is now hid-
den with Christ in God. Christ is now my life.” (Colossians 3:1-4)

“I have been given a spirit of power, love and self-discipline.” (2 Timothy
1:9)

“I have been saved and set apart according to God’s doing.” (2 Timothy
1:9)

“Because I am sanctified and am now with the Sanctifier. He is not
ashamed to call me brother.” (Hebrews 2:11)

“I have the right to come boldly before the throne of God to find mercy
and grace in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)

“I have been given exceedingly great and precious promises by God by
which I am a partaker of God’s divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4)*

Wow, to live with Jesus is far more than I ever imagined. It’s almost
too much for me to realize.

Don’t think that I have understood everything in depth even
though I've already lived forty years with the Lord. It’s too much
and deep to grasp during our lifetime. However, the longer we live
with Jesus and meditate upon his word, the more we love him.

And everything is by grace alone!
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Jeff: You got it. Grace is his major gift, which makes available all these
precious promises. Even so, although they are millionaires there
are many believers who live like beggars - in a spiritual sense.
However, Jesus is more than glad to share his incredible riches with
us. Be humble and take what he offers you. In addition, be humble
and accept my offer to cover Raffi’s hospital expenses.

John: I'll do it! Thank you so much!

Jeff: Everything is because of Jesus, living in us. Now please read Colos-
sians 1:27.

John: “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

“By the grace of God | am what | am.”
| Corinthians 15:10
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A spiritual birth into a new life with Jesus

“God saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing
of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”

Titus 3:5

Titus 3:5 speaks of a new birth, which is given by the Holy Spirit. It is a
spiritual birth. Again the Bible points out that no man can do this. It's

God’s work in us.

AN IMPORTANT THOUGHT GIVES LIGHT:
Through natural birth we became children
of our parents. Through spiritual birth, we

become God’s children.

How do we become children of God?

How do we become children of God? How do we get eternal life?
* We must turn to Jesus with all of our heart and put our faith, hope and

trust in him alone.
+ We need to open the door of our heart to Jesus and invite him to come

in.
* We must surrender our whole life to Jesus. We need to be willing to
follow and obey him.

What else is important?
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We must confess our sins direct to Jesus and repent!

+ Because of our sins, we are separated from God.

+ Because of our sins, we have to fear judgment.

. %ecause of our sins, we are in the danger of eternal separation from
od.

The second man on the cross confessed to Jesus that he is a sinner.

The Lord forgave him everything and promised him eternal life. What an

amazing proof of God’s grace!

“I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours
but also for the sins of the whole world.”
1.John 2:1-2

The Lord does not want us to sin. Of course, it's important that we obey
him. But the Lord knows our human weakness. He wants to give us a
defender — Jesus Christ.

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
John 1:9

It's amazing to see that even a very bad person, like the man on the
cross, can receive complete forgiveness. In the same way, Jesus offers
forgiveness to each of us when we earnestly repent. But a traditional
confession that does not come from heart is meaningless.

AN IMPORTANT THOUGHT GIVES LIGHT:
Someone who is honestly repentant
will receive complete forgiveness — regardless
of what he has done wrong.
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Are you ready to receive Jesus Christ?

God is calling you; he wants you to invite Jesus into your heart. The Lord
doesn't expect from you the guarantee of a perfect life in future, only a
sincere heart. He did everything for you. Are you prepared to let Jesus
into your heart? Please read the following questions. Then give your
personal answer after each one by underlining either
“YES or “NO”.

* Do you believe with all your heart that Jesus is the only
way to salvation? YES NO

* Do you believe that no church, religion, other person
or even your religious activity is the gate to God,
but Jesus alone? YES NO

* Do you truly feel sorry about your sins? Are you
honestly willing to repent and turn away from them? YES NO

* Are you willing to invite Jesus into your heart in order to
receive spiritual life through the Holy Ghost. YES NO

* Are you willing to give all areas of your life to Jesus?
Are you willing to follow and obey Jesus and become
his disciple? YES NO

If you answered ‘“NO” to at least one question, then you're probably not
yet fully prepared to receive Jesus. In this case, carry on reading this
booklet. You can order a free Bible study correspondence course. It will
help you get a deeper understanding of Jesus and the way to salvation.
You'll find information about ordering the Bible study courses at the end
of this chapter.
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A prayer that changes your life

If you answered “YES” to all the questions, this
f would be the time to pray to Jesus. You can use
~ | your own words, or you may follow this prayer:

“Dear God, | am coming to you. | have lived for
a long time without you. | have been in control of
my life, and have done many things, which were
not according to how you would have liked it. |
am guilty! (Here mention any sins you can
recall.) | am sorry for them. Please forgive me.

‘| ask you to set me free from the bondage of sin and the devil. | want
to belong to you alone.

“Dear Lord Jesus, | am counting on you. Thank you that you have
given your life for my sins. Please come into my heart through your Holy
Spirit.

“| want to become God’s child. | want you to be with me always.

‘| ask you to be my guide from now on. Please go before me, and
show me the way | should go.

“Change me where you think | need to be changed. | am willing to
obey you.

“Thank you for everything you have done for me. Glory, praise and
worship are to you alone. Amen!”

If you have said this prayer from your heart, surely you're now a child of
God! Jesus lives through the Holy Spirit in you! Your sins are forgiven!
You will belong to him forever!

If you have trusted Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you may sign here:

Signature: Date:
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What happens if you sin again?

What happens if you commit sins again in the future? Remember what
you read before:
God doesn't expect a perfect life from us, but a sincere heart!

Here you see two children of
God. Both are in his presence.
While one obeys him, the other
commits a sin because of
human weakness. It's impor-
tant to note that both are still in
God's presence. Both still have
eternal life for sure: God
doesn't want us to sin. If it
happens, there’s something
like a cloud between God and
us. Our relationship doesn’t
seem to be as close as it was
before. Later, when we
recognize our sin and we
repent, he forgives us and our
relationship is restored.

With God united
here on earth

Think of a normal family.
Supposing that in a certain
situation a girl disobeys her
mother. What does this mean?
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Will the parents throw her out? No! The girl remains a member of the
family. Will the parents stop loving their daughter? Not at alll When she
rebels, they will give her even more attention in order to bring her back
on the right track.

It is true that a rebellious girl disturbs the peaceful relationship with her
parents. Yes, we can compare it to a cloud between them. It's necessary
to talk to the girl and perhaps even to discipline her. But one thing is
certain: the child remains part of the family. And if she begs for pardon,
the parents will be more than happy to forgive!

AN IMPORTANT THOUGHT GIVES LIGHT:

A child of God who sins still belongs to God’s family.
The Lord will not cast the child out from his presence.
Sin is like a cloud between God and his child,
affecting the peace and harmony. But a sincere
repentance will completely restore the relationship.

The salvation is 100% sure!

Religions can't give any assurance of salvation. However the Gospel is
able to do so. Let's look at some biblical promises:

Jesus said: “Very truly | tell you, whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged
but has crossed over from death to life.”

John 5:24
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This single Bible verse confirms three times that salvation is 100% sure!
* He has eternal life;

* He will not be condemned;

* He has crossed over from death to life.

who are in Christ Jesus.”

“There is no condemnation for those
Romans 8:1

Please read these wonderful words of the apostle Paul, which apply to
those who belong to Jesus:

“l am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Romans 8:38-39

Again, we see that eternal life is to be received only through the Son -
through Jesus:

“This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.”
1 John 5:11-13
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AN IMPORTANT
THOUGHT GIVES LIGHT:
We should consider this:
The price that Jesus paid
on the cross was the only
way mankind's need of
redemption could be met.

If you need help, have any questions, would like to receive a Bible study

course, or find a good fellowship of believers at home, please get in
touch with:

Volker Lamaack

Zum Alten Elbufer 53

21039 Boernsen (near Hamburg)
Germany

Mobil 0049 (0) 1793994457
Mail: scfs.volker.lamaack@web.de
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Who am I through Jesus?

v' “Iam the salt of the earth.” (Matthew 5:13)

V' “Iam the light of the world.” (Matthew 5:14)

v' “ILama child of God.” (John 1:12)

V' “Iam part of the true vine and appointed to bear fruit.” (John 15:5)

v’ “ILam Christ’s friend.” (John 15:15)

v' “ILam chosen to bear his fruit that remains.” (John 15:16)

v “Iam a slave of righteousness.” (Romans 6:18)

V' “Iam enslaved to God.” (Romans 6:22)

V' “Iam a son of God; God is spiritually my Father.” (Romans 8:14-15)

v' “I.am sharing the inheritance with Christ.” (Romans 8:17)

v “IL.am a temple - a dwelling place - of God. His Spirit and his life dwells in
me.” (1 Corinthians 3:16 and 6:19)

v" “I am united to the Lord and am one spirit with him.” (1 Corinthians
6:17)

v “Iam a member of Christ’s body.” (1 Corinthians 12:27 and Ephesians
5:30)

v" “Iam a new creation.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

v “Lam reconciled to God and am a minister of reconciliation.”
(2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

v “ILam a son of God and one in Christ.” (Galatians 3:26 and 28)

v “ILam an heir of God since I am his son.” (Galatians 4:6-7)

V' “I.am a saint or a holy person.” (Ephesians 1:1; Philippians 1:1; Co-
lossians 1:2)

V' “Iam God’s workmanship - his handiwork - newly born in Christ to do his
work.” (Ephesians 2:10)

V' “Iam a fellow citizen with the rest of God’s family.” (Ephesians 2:19)

v' “ILam a prisoner of Christ.” (Ephesians 3:1 and 4:1)

V' “Iam righteous and holy.” (Ephesians 4:24)

v “Lam a citizen of heaven, seated in heaven right now.”
(Philippians 3:20; Ephesians 2:6)

v" “I.am hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:3)

V' “I.am an expression of the life of Christ because he is my life.” (Colossi-
ans 3:4)

v" “I.am chosen of God, holy and dearly loves.” (Colossians 3:12;
1 Thessalonians 1:4)

V' “Iam a son of light and not of darkness.” (1 Thessalonians 5:5)
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“I.am a holy partaker of a heavenly calling.” (Hebrews 3:1)

“I.am a partaker of Christ; I share in his life.” (Hebrews 3:14)

“I am one of God’s living stones, being built up in Christ as a spiritual
house.” (1 Peter 2:5)

“I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peo-
ple for God’s own possession.” (1 Peter 2:9-10)

“Iam a foreigners and stranger to this world in which I temporarily live.”
(1 Peter 2:11)

“I.am an enemy of the devil.” (1 Peter 5:8)

“I am a child of God and I will be like Christ when he returns.” (1 John
3:1-2)

“I am born of God, and the evil one - the devil - cannot touch me.”
(1John 5:18)

“By the grace of God, I am what I am.” (1 Corinthians 15:10)*

Since I am in Christ, by the grace of God ...
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“I have been justified - completely forgiven and made righteous.” (Ro-
mans 5:1)

“I died with Christ and died to the power of sin’s rule over my life.” (Ro-
mans 6:1-6)

“I.am free for ever from condemnation.” (Romans 8:1)

“I have been placed in Christ by God’s doing.” (1 Corinthians 1:30)

“I have received the Spirit of God into my life that I might know the things
freely given to me by God.” (1 Corinthians 2:12)

“I have been given the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:16)

“I have been bought with a price; I am not my own; I belong to God.”
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

“I have been established, anointed and sealed by God in Christ, and I have
been given the Holy Spirit as a pledge guaranteeing my inheritance to
come.” (2 Corinthians 1:21; Ephesians 1:13-14)

“Since I have died, I no longer live for myself, but for Christ.”
(2 Corinthians 5:14-15)

“I have been made righteous.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

“I have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer I who live, but Christ
“lives in me. The life I am now living is Christ’s life.” (Galatians 2:20)

“I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing.” (Ephesians 1:3)

“I was chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
am without blame before him.” (Ephesians 1:4)

“I was predestined - determined by God - to be adopted as God’s son/
daughter.” (Ephesians 1:5)
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“I have been redeemed and forgiven, and I am a recipient of his generous
grace.” (Ephesians 1:7)

“I have been made alive together with Christ.” (Ephesians 2:5)

“I have been raised up and seated with Christ in heaven.” (Ephesians
2:6)

“I have direct access to God through the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:18)

“I may approach God with boldness, freedom and confidence.” (Ephesi-
ans 3:12)

“I have been rescued from the domain of Satan’s rule and transferred to
the kingdom of Christ.” (Colossians 1:13)

“I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins. The debt against me
has been cancelled.” (Colossians 1:14)

“Christ himself is in me.” (Colossians 1:27)

“I.am firmly rooted in Christ and am now being built in him.” (Colossi-
ans 2:7)

“I have been spiritually circumcised. My old unregenerate nature has
been removed.” (Colossians 2:11)

“I have been made complete in Christ.” (Colossians 2:10)

“I have been buried, raised and made alive with Christ.” (Colossians
2:12-13)

“I died with Christ and I have been raised up with him. My life is now hid-
den with Christ in God. Christ is now my life.” (Colossians 3:1-4)

“I have been given a spirit of power, love and self-discipline.” (2 Timothy
1:9)

“I have been saved and set apart according to God’s doing.” (2 Timothy
1:9)

“Because I am sanctified and am now with the Sanctifier. He is not
ashamed to call me brother.” (Hebrews 2:11)

“I have the right to come boldly before the throne of God to find mercy
and grace in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16)

“I have been given exceedingly great and precious promises by God by
which I am a partaker of God’s divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4)*
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