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Instructions

God gave us a very precioustigitBible. To read the Word of God opens a reality tc
hidden from those who dondét study it.
Bible. If we do this with a prayerful and open heart, God will reveal himself to us. O
be changed completely. This correspondence course will help you to understand tl
God better.

Begin with the first lesson and study it carefully. Try to memorise what you have r
you have finished, please answer Test 1 and return the results straigifldd, me |
WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger.

Short answers are okay. For exdnigled; Fi false):

Test 1
10T
2F
BF

I f you candét answer a question, go b
cannot answer, just leave it and take the next one. Continue with lesson 2 and tes
3 and test 3, and so on until you finish the complete book.

When we get your tests, we wil/ mar k
mistakes: we all learn by them.

Begin straight away. Study on the ship and at home, and continue when you join
vessel. Take atleasB20 mi nut es daily. We wish yo
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Let Uus turn ¢t c

Chapter 1
fGod i s how weédd!magine him

People have different ideas about:
e Who God is

e How God is

e Where God is

This chapterodos headline is hardly col
not seem logical. We often hear remarks like these:

AEveryone should be saved according t
This overlooks the fact that it is p
human standards.

AlI'l religions seek after the same t hi
Is this true? No! There are big differences.

AAll religions talk about the same Ga
There are parallels between the beliefs of various religions; but do they always tall
same God? No.

AAll roads |l ead to God. o

Somebody in New York asked, fAPlease t
other person replied, Ail't does not m:
would not help. In the same way, not every approach will lead to God.

=9

E.

5‘1 God is God, and not as we imagine Him. That is why the headline stateme
jﬂu correct. Only the Lord determines the way towards Himself; we cannot.

We will now discover the claims the Bible makes about God. We depend on the |
veal Himself to us. He makes clear statements about Himself in His Word.

fiGod is how wed?!magine him 1



1)Go&8 qualities

la) The first sentence in the Bibl
The first sentence in the Bible is:

W —
EA—
—
—

'

In the beginning God created the heavens and tfleeramsis 1:1)

II‘

)}
v

BI

E?gi What can we pick up feeewesis 1:17?
™

Ma

o The Bible does not try to prove that there is a God. It just says it is.

e God is the Creator.

e There is a beginning.

l1b) The strange answer

In Exodus 3:14 Moses met God for the first time. Moses would like to know who
what his name is. The Lord gave him a seemingly strange answer:

Al am who | am. . . O

-u"’-

This statement is the best revelation of the most important name of God, YAHWELF

‘!’

Ei?g What does this name reveal about Him?
i

™
God is who He is and not as we imagine Him. He is unchanging. From the past,
sent, into the future: God remains the same.
l1c) Before the throne of God

Isaiah was a prophet. This means he had special encounters with God and unus
ences. The sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah describes how he was called to be
In a vision, he finds himself before the throne of God. Angels praise God with the

AHol!l y, Holy, Holy s the L o@sdahBB)ym/

E%.-o Here, and in many other sections of the Bible, God is called holy. What ¢
J‘Egi term mean?
™

N
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Holiness is the heart, the core of the endless fullness of God and His supremacy
Creation. The holiness of God creates a great distance between Him and us. Hi
quite different from our sinful nature.

At the same time, the holiness of God means that He remains faithful to His ow!
His unconditional love. His holiness, in the end, wants all people to be saved. T
God made the first move to come close to us and overcome the distance.

Only God in Himself is holy. I f hum
from Him, in the same way that the moon only shines, when it is shone upon by t
its own, based on its own val ue, no
ifsaintsd because they are | eading a
cause according to the Bible no person is good. Paul points this out iiiJRomans 3:1

AThere I s no one righteous, not even
seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless, there is r
does good, not even one. o

In the Bible, whenever pe@tenans 1.7, Ephesians dnihalgLeviticus 278 fur-
nishinggExodus 40:@jkre called holy, they have been set apart by God. They hay
come holy through the Lord alone.

1d) Does God have feelings?

If God were an impersonal power, He would not have feelings. You could not even
as a person. But the Bible says that God is loving.

This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son a:
} Ing sactrifice for our sfsJohn 4:10)

Eﬁ? What important statement concerning the love of God could we make?

Ak

e God loved us first. When we love God, it is only in response to His love for us.

e Godbés | ove has caused Him to extend
e Godbés Il ove is practical and | eads to

e Out of love for man, God made the biggest sacrifice. He allowed His only son Jt
crucified for our reconciliation.

fri—

§'\ few verses further down we find
= sis).Gods/ove.(1 John 4:16)

-u‘

e
;?91 What could these statements mean for us?
WM

Nobody but God loves continuously. People can love but their love is often affectec

iGod is how wed?!magine him



and depends on several factors (for example: sympathy/ antipathy, whether one
return or not , . . ). Since Godobds n:
true even if we consider ourselves unworthy to be loved.

le) We have |Iimitations, but God h
Another amazing staterabotit God is founddatthew 19.26:

1/ —

S =\ Jesus AéeWistahi dnan t hi s I s [ mpossi bl e,

B|!.I.4"

Ma YOV

i%i What does this quality of God (His bpmgeafll) mean for us?

W

For God, there are no hopeless cases or situations. However, in certain situation:
have reasons not to interfere; for example, if there is lack of faith or men are di
Sometimes God is quiet or does not act because He has another plan or timetable
seems to happen it is never because God lacks power.

1f ) Al ways and everywhere

From the Bible we learn that God is everywhere at all times. As humans we are
time and space, but this does not apply to God.

If 1 go up to the heavens, you are there, if | make my bed in the depths, you
If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea, even 1
hand will guide me, your right han
hide me and the [ ight become night a
the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as ligfdalpd29B2)

-u"’-

Ma YOV

=9
%1 What does this quality of God mean for us humans?
A
e We are never alone, even if people have turned away from us or forgotten us.

o We are never alone, even if the situation appears to be hopeless.
e Since God is always present, it does not make sense to run away from Him.

1gfPur thoughts are free:d0 who can f

This proverb appliesus humans; however tadsod. We know from many verses in tt
Bible that nothing is hidden from Him. Not even our most secret thouddmswidod is a

i You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from far a
\ discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
(Psalm 139:2)

BI

God i s how wed ?!ma
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The eyes of the Lord are everyw{ramverbs 15:3)

—{?) Personal question for reflection:

Eg What do you feel about the idea that nothing is hidden from God: comfort o
= fort?

ey

If uncomfortable, you should consider:

e God loves us in spite of our dark secrets.

+ We do not have to try to fool God because He knows everything.

e The knowledge that God knows even our thoughts will help us to be honest abot
motives.

l1h) &otdi me never runs out

Life has a beginning and an end. Fror
ticking away. But this does not apply to God.

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the wc
=) everlasting to everlasting you are(Bsalm 90:2)

God is not only eternal in the sense that he has always lived and will always live. F

past, present and future exist at the same time.

%" What does God®6s i Hlisreolbeingyoundfby timmeanrdog
M us?

Ma YOV
Q)

Two other biblical references help us to find an answer:

Iii
M

&=\ A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a |
the nighfPsalm 90:4)

With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like &
(2 Peter 3:8)

-u"’- Mg

God does think and act in a different time dimension from ours. Because of this, ¢
our patience is tested by the time He takes to answer prayers or fulfil His promi
however, knows our destiny. He acts only in the fullness of time as He sees fit. Fo
people had to wait many centuries for

W —
EA—

!!!"-

When the time had fully come, God sent HS&atians 4:4)

BI

Even if we feel we are in the darkness of a tunnel, God can see the light beyon
curve.

)

od is how weéd?!'magine him



1i) More verses about the qualitie
God is described in the Bible with many other attributes. Only a few more will be na

AThe Lord, the Lord, the compassi
in [ ove an@xodusnddb)hf ul ness. O

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, His love enduréBYahevet8:29)

AGod /s a dHelorewve1@29 g /i re. o

Blllllllii B IIIIIIii B IIIIIIi!
-u"’- |-u"’- |-u"’- |

2JOne and yet three

2a) A secret

On one hand, the Bible teaches us that there is only one God.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord (Deogfronomy 6:4)

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

On the other hand, God reveals himself to u
¢ God the Father

¢ God the Son

¢ God the Holy Spirit

God reveals Himself in three persons, described as the Trinity. We do not find this
Bible. However, this concept becomes clear in many passages. Of course, the fe
only God shows Himself in three persons is difficult to grasp. However, we should
prised that we cannot explain God or understand Him completely. He is beyond

standing and our imagination. That too explains the distance between the Creat
creatures.

AMy thoughts are not your thought
Lor d. AAs the heavens are higher
ways and my t hougHsamhS5i8an your t he

(o)}

God i s how wed ?!ma



2b) Pictures from nature or the en

The illustration of the sun and a few plants below was taken from nature. Of cour

not completely explain the Trinity of God. But it shows in some ways how somett
and can reveal itself in three different ways.

f@? Puzzler riddle: Hosloes the picture symbolise the Trinity"
t M

e God, the Father can be compared with the sun. He is far away fron
e Jesus, the Son is like the rays which reach us from the sun. He
earth. Through Him it is possible to understand and kiowGbe9)

e Just as the sun affects the earth (it gives warmth and ligh
Spirit influences the children of God. As the plants grow unde
the sun, so the spiritual life of those who belong to God is ir
the Holy Spirit. (More about this in later chapters.)

Further examples:
¢ A clover leaf: one leaf, but it has three distinct sections.
o Water, ice and steamstifestanc@tO)isalways the same, but
it shows itself in different forms.

« Organization: a comgasg/one name; but three brothers run one
department each. They work as a unit.

E" ? God reveals Himself in three Persons; nevertheless, He is one God. Accoro
Jﬂu Bible it is wrong to talk of three Gods.
2c) Examples of God in three Perso

At the baptism of Jesus:

wa AS S00N as Jesus was baptised, He went up out of the water. At that momer
was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighti
him  And a voice from heaven [it u
whom [ love; with Him | am well ple@sedthew 3:167)

WhenJesuscommanded His disciples to tell othEGsdtidews:

B|!!!"-

g JesuwsAlslaiaduyt hor /ity I n heaven and
=\ 90 and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fatl
=t he Son and dMatthew28A o/ y Spi rit. . . O
iGod is how wed?!magine him



A woraf blessing:

&=\ May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fell
=) the Holy Spirit be with you &/.Corinthians 13:14)

The creation of the world:

G 0 d ussnake whan ouii Leat g €Geresis 1:26)

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

Thefi uasdii 0 are iddications that the Trinity was active.
Colossians 1:16 points out that Jesus was involved in Creation.

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn over all Creation. For
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities, all things have been created thr
and for Him.

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

Genesis 1:2 mentions the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit) in connection with creatior

The earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the ¢
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

Now please answer Test No. 1 on the next page and return the results straight t
Mail, WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger. If you cannot go online now, do so wh

the opportunity. Please give just a short answer as shown at the beginning of this
not repeat the question.

(TT true; F false):

Test 1
107
20F
3BF

8 God i s how wed ?!ma



Test 1

1. God is how we imagine Him. T F

2. If we want to know anything about God, He has to reveal Himself tolus. F

3. In the beginning God created the heavens and igthedaist
sentence of the Bible. T F

4. 71 am igthebedt rewlation of the most important name of God,
AYAHWEHO. T F

5. Holiness is the heart of the endless fullness of God. T F

6.Godbés |l ove is practical and | eTad§& tc

7.The Bible says about the apostl e Pet
i mpossible, but with Peter allT tIFi nc

8. Because God is everywhere, we are never alone, even if people have
turned away from us or forgotten us. T F

9. The knowledge that God knows even our thoughts will help us to be

honest about our own motives. T F
10For God, the past, present and future do not exist at the same timeT F
11The Lord is a compassionate and gracious God, T F
12 Regarding the Trinity: In the example with the sun and plants, God

corresponds to the sun, Jesus to the rays and Mother Maria to the

effectavarmtiand/ight T F
13Because God reveals Himself in three Persons: Father, Son and

Holy Spirit, we can talk of three Gods. T F
14The Trinity was involved in the baptism of Jesus. T F
15God the Father created the world alone. Jesus and the Holy Spirit

were not involved. T F

fiGod is how wedZ!magine him



Chapter 2
The big gap

1) How the disaster started

la) Two frustrating chapters?

Perhaps some readers of this chapter and the next will be frustrated and ask:
e Is man really that bad in the eyes of God? (Chapter 2)

elsitreal |l y true t deadsvouddacourt coacerningaatvétien? g o o
(Chapter 3)

The Word of God is called THE GOOD NEWS. It gives us liberating answers to ou
problems:

o that we are sinners in the eyes of God.
 that nepne is able to redeem himself through good deeds.

In Chaptersi 4 , we wi || study Godbés graci ous
stand why we need salvation, it is necessary to have a clear understanding of thes
trating subjects, mentioned above.

l1b) dammet hing speci al

God created everything: the wuniverse,
own evaluation of creation in Genesis 1:31:

\ God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.

EI

God created man last. He is obviously different from all the other living creatures
ome of mandés special abilities and c

72}

He is not governed by instinct, but can act rationally and reflect upon abstract m

e He has a conscience or a moral sense of right and wrong. He has the capacit
guish between good and bad.

o He looks for meaning and asks about the purpose of life.

e Most people believe in God or a higher being.

God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created the
and female He created thé@enesis 1:27)



In the previous chapter, we pointed out that God is aknightygatbmnipresent and
eternal. Thus, there is a big difference between God and us. However, we have ce
acteristics as mentioned above which make us different from animals, and this is
being made in the image of God. Only man was privileged to be created in the |
Him. A picture is not like the original but it points to it.

1c) The responsibility

E%-o Now we have to consider that being made in the image of God is not only
4‘ j also a responsibility, something animals do not have. Why is this so?

Because man:

¢ can reflect on his life

¢ has a conscience

easks the question, AWhat is the purp
¢ knows that there is a Creator, and that he is accountable to God for how he lives

1d) Obviously, there is something

The relationship between God and man should be intimate. We have to assume
consider:

o thatthe Lord regarded His creation as very good
o that God loves us

Egi But obviously, something went wrong between God and man. What are son

(oM quences of our broken relationship with God?
e Most people dondét easily accept that
elnjustice in the world is a result

served. For example: wars, poverty, dictatorships and misery.

e The lack of direction and moral values in our societies.

e The presence of many religions show that people are searching for God, but o
wrong way or at the wrong place.

e Human beings became mortal as a result of their separation from God.

In Genesis 2:1G and Genesis -B.,1the Bible reports how the relationship between
and man broke down.

The Lord God commanded:

\

& NnYou are free to eat from any trece
the knowl!/ edge of good and evil, fo
(Genesis 2:1&7)

-u"-

—
"
—
4
—
—
—~y
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z== . lhe sernpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God h

$S\He said to the woman, ADid God re
= gardendé?0 The woman said to the se
den, but God did say, oYou must not e
and you must now tidwawh wit, cGmuredy wmiol
to the woman. AFor God knows t hat wh

will be [ ke God, knowi ng good and e
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she
and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
(Genesis 39)

In this report, the serpent symbolizes the devil. Some people have a problem wit
that there is a devil. However, that would mean that all the evil that we find in this
its origin in us human beings alone. The Bible leaves us no doubt that there is a de
the enemy of God.

The Word of God says that Satan tempts us towards evil.
But still, that does not exempt man from responsibility.

eWe are not Godds puppets. ans
Him. He leaves us the freedom even to decide to do evil ©
e Neither are we the devil b S .

refuse evil, although we are not always successful.

In the report about the fall of man (Geri€gisti3elstrate
2)
™

gy of the devil to tempt man to sin becomes clear. What steps
can we discover?

Verselbd D/ d God r®at/dry oguwegsti ons Gowdds w

Verselbo You must not eat ThHeDevihtwigted fhe truthe e /
God only forbade them to eat from one tree, not from all trees.

Verse 4:/i You wi | | AleofSatanbecauseyGodisaidthedpposite.

Verse5:iWhen you eat of the fruit, your
Another terrible lie.

le) I's God ungenerous?

Some may think that the simple act of
apple) was not such a serious offence to justify God to kick Adam and Eve out o
However, if you laokre closelit,will beconabvious that what happened was not a i
nor thing the offence was problem very serious.

What was behind the decision of Ad

5?9,‘ (Genesis 3:5)

12



When Adam and Eve decided to follow
God. After the devil promi sed, . ..y
t ween God and man and did not want toc
ty and on an equal fodtiag the same levekith Him.

E%}o Man continued in this wrong attitude, which led to the first sin. What are s
gﬂu sent examples?

 RMS Titanic: It was said that not even God could sinkgbiageeasel!
o Adolf Hitler: He claimed the power to decide who is worthy to live and who shoul

e Aborti on: I n many <countries, peopl e
protected; before that time they may Kill it.

1f) The relationship was broken

The relationship between God and people broke. As a result, Adam and Eve ha
paradi se and Goddéds presence. As a con

Al will make your pains in chil db
birth to children. Your desire wil
(Genesis 3:16)

ABecause you | istened to your wife
ed you, oOoYou must not eat from It,
ful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns
tles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you
food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken, for dust you are
you wi [(GenesieX WOy n. O

= |
Mg

-u"-

—~y

In this passage we read about the
consequences of sin: What were they?

Consequences for the woman:
e the pain of childbearing will be incree
o the husband will rule over her

Consequences on the man:

o through painful toil he will work for hi

e he (and, of course, also the woman)
become mortal.

The big gap



However, the biggest problem is: there is now a wide gap between God and man.
(Note the illustration on preceding page)

E{%? What does the gap between God and ourselves imply? What are some con

;ﬂu es?

e Man needs Godds help and cl oseness.
ties, when no other human being can help.

o If God is not our Father, we are without a home. We cannot fully answer questior
* where do | come from?
+ why do | live?
* where will | go?
* what is the purpose of life?

¢ If man no longer acknowledges that there is someone above him, he is likely
standard for everything he does. The consequences are often evil and cause s
the world.

l1g) Dibeasdeal |l y mean dead?
God did say in advance to Adam and Eve:

AYou are free to eat Ffrom any trece
the knowl!/ edge of good and evil, fo
(Genesis 2:1867)

Did they really die? Obviously Adam and Eve continued to live for many years
fail ed. But we should know that the
death after many years, these first humans immediately experienced spiritual deatt

The apostle Paul explained to the Christians in the city of Ephesus that they were
dead before they returned to God.

-u"-

...you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air,
== who is now at work in those who are disobefligitesians 22)

-u"-

E‘%i Why are we spiritually dead without God?
1B,
God is Spirit and alone able to give us spiritual life. The consequence of separatiol
is the spiritual death of every human being.



2) How t he disaster continue

It is obvious that the relationship between God and man is still broken. Everyone ¢
gap. God is not satisfied with us though some people will not accept the fact, bu
clearly teaches that we are sinners, as were the first people on earth.

\

There is no differencealltiave sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:223)

H|!!!’--i

2afNobody i®& perfect

Nobody has a problem with this statement. Of course things go wrong here and
many would object:

¢ Do | have to call myself a sinner as the Bible does?

e Do n 6 peopten a bt of good?

o WillGod condemn me just because of some character weaknesses?
e | s @® ddnshment much too hard?

2b)® lall a matter of standards

If we compare ourselves with Stalin, Hitler, Mao Zedong or Osama bin Laden, we
ook pretty good. However, i f we mea

relative. Godds measures for us afrie t
17. We shall now take a closer look at them in order first to understand the meani
and second to think about whether wadviiayseomplied with them or not.

1st Commandment:
Al am the Lord your God. You shall

|!- "- |

What for me has greater importance than Go
be a person close to me, a thing, an idea, a c
a dream. It is good to ask oneself the followi
tions from time to time:

e What is the center of my life?

o What occupies my thinking?

e What is really important to me?

e How do | spend much of my free time?

The big gap



It is essential to give honest answers. Check to see what the driving forces in you
is actually possible to serve several gods.

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin¥ES NO

2rdCommandment:

AYou shall not make for yoursel T’ a
down to theméo

D IIIIIlii
-u"-

Idols can be pictures or statues; but it is also possible to be misled by wrong conce
ideas about God.

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin¥ES NO

3dCommandment:

AYou shall not misuse the name of

D IIIIIlii
-u"-

The name of God is misused when someone speaks about Him in a thoughtless «
way. God is holy and so is His name. The name of God should always be used wi
Certainly the 3rd commandment is broken if somebody blasphemes, or curses Goc

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin¥ES NO

4th Commandment:

1/ —

ARemember he Sabbath day by keepi

D|!!!'--i

God rested after six days of creation, and He commanded that man should also
Sabbath day. This helps our physical recovery and gives us the opportunity to s
with God. Thatdés why the Jews have wi
Sunday. The Sunday was the resurrection day of Jesus. Because of this, it becan
celebration and a rest day for Christians.

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin€ES NO

5h Commandment:

W —
EA—

!!!'-

AHonour your father and your mot he

UI

This commandment implies that young children have to obey their parents. Later,
are grown up, the relationship becomes rather a partnership. Obedience cannot b
anymore. It is the will of God that children leave their parents, and that they becom

16



dent (Matthew 19:5). But even adult children should still respect their parents. Whe
old and are in need of help, their children are responsible for their care, for then
also a sign of respect.

Did you always keep this command? Please underlinéeS NO
6hCommandment:
S\ AYou shall not murder. ..o

Let us consider what Jesus said about this commandment;

AYou have heard that It was sai d
anyone who murders will be subjec
=== angry with his brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone wi
brot her or sister, ORacadé (a word .

says, oYou fool ! 6 wiWathew®P22)n danger

This commandment does not allow us to take the physical life of anyone; but Je:
that it goes further. Even an evil thought or a bad word spoken against somebod
sense murder, so breaks the commandment.

-u"-

\)

What about abortion in the light of this commandment, especially when we re
139:1B16?

. you created my I nmost being; y
you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made, your works are wonderf:
&=== that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in tf
place. When | was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my
body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them ca

According to this Psalm, we have to understand that from its very beginning life
Godds holy protection.

-u"-

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin¥ES NO
7hCommandment:

%ﬁYOU shall not commit adul tery. ..o
Her e, t oo, we should consider Jesusb6

Z= ffYou have heard tthat /t was sai d,

anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with
=== h e a r (Matthew 5:P78)

|!-I4!'-

—
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Adul tery, or wunfaithfulness towards c
only when it has been carried out. Pornography also belongs in this category.

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin¥ES NO
8hCommandment:
%ﬁYOU shall not steal ... o0

UI

Theft has to do with the property of others. This does not happen only when we r
but also when we avoid paying for the bus ticket, work illegally or commit insura
Even small amounts gained illegally are covered by this commandment.

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin¥ES NO

9hCommandment:

AYou shall not give false testi mon

D|!!!'--i

This commandment forbids lying or intentionally making a wrong statement. Hov
necessary to realise that the lie starts whenever, in case of a conflict, for example
gerate, understate or leave out facts that would give an objective picture. Both con
same root of insincerity. Jesus says that our yes should mean yes, and our no sh
no. (Matthew 5:37)

Did you always keep this command? Please underlinéeS NO

10" Commandment:

&&= fdYou shall not covet (or desire)
neil ghbour 6s wi f e, or hi s manservan
=~ belongs to your neighbour. o

|!u"-

Envy means to begrudge others something they have which you lack. It is not go
pare. Usually people compare themselves with others who have more of a parti
(money, property, friends, talents, beauty...). Envy is always connected with dissati

Do you always keep this command? Please underlin€ES NO



2c) The most important commandment
Somebody walked up to Jesus to ask Him what the most important commandment

e JESUS sai d: AlLove the Lord your Go

\ all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the secona

== Love your nejghbour as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on t
c o mma n d {Jmithew 22 1340)

Jesus replied that two of the commandments are equal in importance. Here as
whether you have obeyed these commandments or not.

First commandment: Yes No
Second commandmentYes No

Jesus commands in the New Testament that we should love one another. Does tl
the Ten Commandments in the Old Testament? The apostle Paul wrote i(Romans

== [et no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one an
he who loves his felfoen has Fful filled the [ au
mi t adul tery, o fiDo not murder, o A
commandment there may be, are summed
sel f.o0o Love does no harm to iIts neigtlt

The 10 commandments from the Old Testament and the double love commandme
New Testament mean the same thing!

B|!!!"-

2d) A simple task of calcnlatiannq

Let us consider the following question:

Are we really such bad sinners that we are in danger of being
God from His presence? Let us assume that you sin three tir
(God does not only consider our wrong deeds as sin but a
words, evil thoughts and wicked attitudes of the heart.)

Questiortiow many sins would that be per3@are3 = sins
Questiortiow many sins would that be

approximately in your life? age x No. of sins sins
I n Godds eyes, it is not only import

or motive in doing something is equally important. A deed may appear charitable k
er inspection, it may not be so. Some examples:

The big gap



I f donations for charity are made pu
If help is given deliberately to create dependency.

If out of fear or embarrassment one says something positive, even though this is
If parents give their child plenty of gifts in order to compensate for their lack of
attention.

o If during a conversation, friendly sympathy is shown which is only hypocritical.

In 1 Chronicles 28:9, it is written:

\ The Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the th

N
o |
~

Concl usi on

Based on the Biblebs standard are oul
we are real sinners? If we think of;:

o the Ten Commandments in the Old Tedtaavenive kept them always?
o the doubleommandment to love from the New TeaStaamente lived up to it?
eourl i ttl e cal cul awhatasnhe resut?hr ee sins pe

Of course, finally, it is not up to us to judge ourselves by our own standards,
E‘%g it is God who will judge us by His perfect benchmark, the Ten Commandm
f j i mportant that we ask ourselves t

deserves to be separated from a ho

For sure, people will not find this chapter very comfortable. Some may even have
giving up their study. Quite honestly, we want to point out that the next subject m
frustrating. But let us not lose sight that God loves us and that:

o Like a good doctor who has to tell his patient of an unpleasant diagnosis, He is t
will not keep anything back.

eThe frustration many might feel wi ||
us out of our dilemma is so wonderful that it will not cease to amaze us throughc
of our lives.

20



Test 2

1. God created mankind in His own image. This includes: Man can reflect on

a S

i s

his |ife; he has a conscience; he

of my |ife?0 He knows that there

God for how he lives his life. T F
2. There was only a small misunderstanding between God and the first coupie.
3.Satan questioned Goddés commandT F
4. Adam and Eve never wanted to be equal to God. T F
5. Without God we are spiritual dead. T F
6. The Bible teaches that we have weaknesses but are not evil sinner3. F
7. Man does not keep the first commandment if someone or something

is more important to him than God. T F
8. We are allowed to make idols or statues. T F
991t is only a smal/l problem to Tusé&
10.The commandment to honour father and mother applies only to small

children. T F
11A human being is killed in abortion. T F
121t is impossible to commit adultery only in mind. T F
131f we always compare ourselves to other people, we run the risk of

breaking the tenth commandment. T F
14A1 | of Goddés commandments are Teqgtall

151 f we sin against Godo6és commandment s

character weaknesses. The Lord will not care much. T

The big gap

F



Chapter 3
Wrong bridges

o
S

OQur Dbridges towards God

lafVoe to me, d am ruined!

In the first chapter of this course we talked about the holiness of God. When we s
is holy, we refer to His purity and declare that He is without sin. Only God is sinless

A é the nations [peopl e who donédt
Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when | show myself holy through you be
e y e s(Ezéekiel 36:23)

God in His holiness is beyond all comparison.

E llIIIlii
-u"-

ATo whom will you compare me? Or w
(Isaiah 40:25)

E llIIIlii
-u"-

God in His holiness stands above all imaginegpeombselfed gods.
Moses expressed it in the following way:

i

Mho among the £sdlled] gods is like you, O Lord? Who is Bkenagestic in
hol! i ness, awesome [(Exodgylb:Xly , wor ki n

E|!!!'--i

There is a wide distance between the holy God and sinful man. Our nature is cert:

His. When |saiah was called to become a prophet, he saw God on the throne an
out fearfully:

AWoe to me!/!o (lsaiah) cried. Al a.

among a people of wunclean | ips, an
(Isaiah 6:5:)

llIIIlii
-u"-

Whenever people encounter the holy God, what had filled them earlier fades away:
e Arrogance about their own religiousne@saike 18:112)

e Claims about judging God. (Job 9:3)

e Seemingly high human moral standar@sark 10:120)

1b) On the decline

On one hand, it is sin which creates a distance between man and God. On the otl
difference between His holy and our evil nature.

22



Ever since man made himself
independent of God, a downward
trend started:

Man became a sinner.

Thus he became mortal.

However, not everything is over with death. The soul of man is not mortal. It will n
to exist and God will judge us by our lives. There is a danger for us humans to be
from God forever after death. Hell is called the second death in the Bible.

The separation of man from God, which we are experiencing now in this life, will th:
permanent.

E%_.o How is the present gap between God and man only partial in contrast to the
ﬁ eternal separation from Him after death?
™

e God all ows even people who dondét f ol
life.

e Matthew546:God causes Hi s sun to rise on
righteous and the wuvunrighteous. 0

Many of the good things that the Lord does for men are independent of whether ti
Him or not. He gui des, protects and |
not lead to gratitude.

God has not given up on mankind yet. There is still the possibility of repentance.
accepts everyone who puts his trust in Him. In eternity, the chance will no longer b
because the break will be final.

1c) Human efforts

It is clear to most people that God cannot be totally satisfied with their lives. Ever
often seHatisfaction, occasionally there are doubts. We sense the separation and t
er it with noble activities such as religious efforts. Many people hope to satisfy C
way.

Wrong bridges



The illustration shows the efforts of a person with a Christian background. He i
Christian bridges in order to reach God. He is making great efforts to present to
that satisfies biblical standards. The efforts could also be made in other ways.

Doing Good
Gooding to Church
Prayer

Giving Donation
Baptism

Reading the Bible

Other things people do in order to be accepted by God.
People who have:

1) A secular humanist background:

People who stick to humanism want to be humane in every way. They try to show
i nner attitudes as wel/l in their prac
and lifestyle is important to them. And they might try to help people in their particul:

2) A Muslim background:

Muslims have to observe five important pillars of their faith:

To proclaim that Allah alone is God and that Mohammed is his prophet.

To pray five times a day.

To support those who are in need.

To fast during the month of Ramadan.

To go, if possible, on a pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia once in their lifetime

3) A FaEastern/ Asian background (Buddhism/ Hinduism):
Besides other things, it is important:
e To try to gain a better life and condition after the next rebirth through good deeds
e To avoid any kind of greed which is considered the root of suffering and pain.
e To follow the eidbld path, Buddhists teach a person must have:
+ the right insight
+ the right attitude

24



the right speech

the right way of earning onebds I|ivi
the right effort

the right attention

the right calmness

regular meditation

* ¥k K X X ¥

1d) Are our good deeds good enough

Are our good deeds good enough to overcome the gap between God and ourselve
Most people think about this in terms of a weighing scale: if it tips to the left, then (
be satisfied with their life. If it tips to the right, then God could be unhappy.

good bad

We are used to thinking this way: actions actions

o If you work, you receive a salary

e If you win in sports, you receive a medal

e If you give an invitation, there should to be a
return invitation

Therefore, we think that it should be the same way with God. We try to earn the
Kingdom with good deeds. However, the question remains: How good does some
to be before his efforts are enough to satisfy God?

Are 51% of good deeds enough? Or should it be more?

How weighty are some of the good or the bad deeds?

How do you value good deeds which were done from ugly motives?
How do you value wrong deeds, which were done from honest motives?

We can trust God to be fair in His judgment. But the problem is that we do not
Acredit balanced. We may be in debt v

—{/) That is the reason for all salvation models offered by other religions having

Eg} in common: the average believer can only hope, but never know for sure, tt

M reach his goal . He doesndét have ar
(We will deal with this later, because the Bible does not leave us in doubt).

The Bible does not say that in the end the scales will tip in our favour. Instead, it c
with a shocking statement:

m== There is no one righteous, not even one, there is no one who understands, t
one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become v
there is no one who does good, not even one. Their throats are open gra

El!!!'-



tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their mouths are ful
and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood, ruin and misery mark their way
way of peace they do not know. There is no fear of God befortRitveaay&s1(B)

le) Nobody is good enough

It is obvious that the bridges built by people (be it secular humanists, moralists ot
gious founders) do not l ead to Godds
cides what is right. But why is it that even those things clearly commanded in the
not sufficient? For example:

e prayer

o reading the Bible

egood deeds (such as keeping Godds cc
e going to church/ listening tpthee ac hi ng of Godds word

e Baptism and taking communion

e giving money to charitable and religious causes

= O
gi What other biblical things could you add to the list?

W

Ma YOV

¢ to participate in church/Christian fellowship
¢ to share the gospel of Jesus with others

¢ to practice brotherly love

o fasting every now and then

James 2:10 confronts us with Gododés hoc

1/ —
—
—

\ Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty oi

=) alof it

Egi Why does God have such a high standard?
{

It is impossible for God to reduce His standard. This would be against His holy ne
cally, God remains true to Himself and there is no room for sin in His presence.

W

1f) Dead

Apart from the fact that we are unahb
we do not want to or because we are unable to), we should look at another very |
lem. The apostle Paul describes the present spiritual condition of the Christians i
with what it was before they became part of Jesus:
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a4,

t o

e The gap between God and ourselves does not exist only because of our wrong

acts (lies, envy, theft, adultery). Even bigger is the problem that we are complet
up to Godods

min@ and our neighbour as ourselves. (Matthé®32:37

come spiritually alive on his own.
5

standar d.
e Good deeds by themselves cannot give us eternal life because in the eyes of G
alive again through his own efforts. In the same way, no spiritually dead perso

spiritually dead. Another biblical term, which means the same, is dead in sin. W

itually dead person needs most is spiritual life. No one who is physically dead ce

-u"-

—~y

You were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those v
bedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying t/
our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest,

-~
>

Paul writes about the spiritual death. It is possible to be physically and mentally al
Our

f
nature deserving of wrath. But because of His great love for us,
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were d
gressiorgit is by grace you have been saved. And God raised
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in ChrigEidbesians 26)
be spiritually dead.
19)

bridges are too

short
This summarises why our good deeds are unable to bring us to God:

In the eyes of God nobody is good enough, even if he is doing something comi
Everyone considering himself being a good person has piled up thousands of
mans 3:108). A big mountain of guilt, which will be used against him in the La:
ment, is burdening him.

may not Il i ke

it

i ve

o Committing even just one sin will make us a transgressor of the lavl@amés 2:1
Godobs

but
even with only one sin in our backpack. There is no room for sin there.
I

standard

We a

M we must obey Godos
Even if canot
Godods

e Our

Godobs

Wr ong

bridges

inability

Even if our good deeds cannot open the way for us to enter the heavenly
we

They are, and they remain binding upon us.
They

commandment s
protect

oneds
o Without brotherly love life in a society is not worth living.

commandment s V
enter heaven
commandment s, because
to keep

throug
Godos

rul es
make it
personality,

P
possi bl e

hon



1h) A conflict?

Sinner Holiness Love
Death
Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God Reading the Bible
Sin

We can discover two more things when we look at the illustration:

1.Thesebui |t bridges cannot bring us to
2. On the right side we see that Godbéd
3. Man is dangerously cl| os e /olmesdpeears g

to conflict with Hise

We want to think about Goddés Il ove fir
be punished) and His love (the sinner should be spared from punishment) can b
together. Is there a conflict between the holiness and the love of God?

2) @Godbridge for wus

2a) Two redgune earenwer

God loves usumarbeing8 yesHe is love personified. He does not delight in our spir
nor our eternal death.

AAs surely as | [|ive, 0 decl ares t|
the wicked, but rat her K(Hzekiel3¥1lh)ey ¢

God wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
/s one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Je
== gave himself as a ransom for all pd@dplamothy 26)

-u"- |...4'—-

N
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One of the core verses in the Bible is John 3:16:

€=\ God so loved the world that he gave his one and only begotten Son, that
=) believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

—
—~y

One tip

You might enjoy highlighting Bible verses in colour. For example:

e Red: Godbs nature.

e Blue: Godods commandment s, remi nder s, C

e Green: promises and assurances of God.
e Orange: praise, worship, thanksgiving

You can use further colours for other subject.

Besides love, holiness is a central quality of God. His holiness requires punishmer
sin that has been committed. The final consequence of sin is eternal separation fro
For God to be faithful to both qualities of His character, there has to be a solution:

¢ Sin has to be punished, to satisfy His holiness.
e The sinner has to be spared, to satisfy His love.

Now we have reached the central message of the New Testament. Jesus, the S
who never sinned, was prepared to take two amazing courses of action:

o To leave Heaven, the presence of His Father, in order to live like an ordinary hu
for a few years. It may be hard for us to understand that this was possible. But i
sider that God created everything from nothing, then He could also take a humar

o To die for the sins of mankind in order to spare them from punishment.

Sinner Holiness Love
Death
Jesus
Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God
Jesus died for the sin of mankind 1in

is completely satisfied. Because atonement for sins is already done, anybody who

in faith does not have to fear furt he
is by that fully satisfied.

Wrong bridges



Test 3

1. God in His holiness is beyond all comparison. T F

2. Isaiah felt very strong and encouraged after seeing something of

Gododés holiness. T F
3. The Bible talks about the physical, spiritual and eternal death. T F
4. In eternity, the chance to repent is no longer available T F
5. Evil people will never have a happy life on earth. T F
6. In all religions, by keeping commandments, people try to be accepted by

their gods. T F

7. He who tries to redeem himself by keeping the commandments of God
canodot answer the following question:
were done with bad motives? T F

8. We find in the book of Romans the seftesree’s no one who does
good, not even one. T F

9.Bridges built by people candét Tcr &ss

10James wrot&hoever keeps the whole law and stumbles at just
one point will certainly enter Heaven. T F

111t is possible to be physically and mentally alive and yet spiritually d€ad. F

12Even i f we canét enter Heaven throu
necessary to keep Godds commanTdmént

N o

13Godbés being includes both His TholFi ne
14 There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind. T F

15Because Jesus gave His Iife for wus,
are fully satisfied. T F
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Chapter 4
Too wonder ful f or words

1) I n our place

la) The incredible exchange

Again and again we come across statements in the Bible that are so amazing, th:
cult to fully grasp them. This one belongs to that category:

God made Him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we
come the righteousness of G@iCorinthians 5:21)

We call to memory that:
e Jesusis God
e Jesus is the €reator of the universe

Jesus took our place when He died for the si
world. This is certainly easy to say. Especia
people with a Christian background have hes
truths so often that they no longer affect then
need to consider: Jesus took upon Himself th
all people of all generations. The figure is so |
nobody is able to imagine it. No one will evel
to understand fully what a heavy load was pi
susbds shoul ders when
Cross.

as

But Jesus did not take upon Himself only our sins. 2 Corinthians 5:21 goes a step f

=9
E@' How is this the case?
s,

The verse says that Jesus not only took away the sins of the world, but also bece
us. His Father turned away from Him completely, because He became sin in per:
even cried out on the cross, iMy Goc
27:46). What an amazing love he has shown! Our Lord went through this deep an
ley for our sake.

The other important point in 2 Corinthians 5:2# i#gethatie might becortee right-
eousness of God.

Too wonder f ul for wor ds 31



L8 How is this the case?
i,

People who put their trust in Christ are not only said to have a certain righteousne
to them, but they becamerighteousness of @rtause of grécand never because
of their own religious efiottey become completely righteous in the eyes of God.

W

1b) Our bridges can now be torn do

Sinner
Death
Judgement

Holiness Love

Jesus

Eternal Separation
from God

This illustration shows us two important things:

1) Goddés holiness and | ove meet in th
Holinessi esus carried out the Fatherdés re
punishment for it.

LoveGod, who loves us, does not want us to be eternally lost. This is possible be

has solved our sin probl em. Because
into play.

2) All our human bridges can now be torn down, because Jesus Christ has bridge
bet ween God and ourselves. It doesnodt

More questions need to be answered:

2) Jesus

If Jesus is the only bridge, does it mean that we should remain passive?
How can we cross the bridge?
What will happen on the other side?



We will deal with these and other questions during the next chapters, but it is nect
to get to know Jesus better. This is important because trust in Him is the most imy

tor enabling us to cross this bridge, which is Christ. What does the Bible teach us
sus?

2a) Jesus is God

When we talked about the mystery of the Trinity, we saw that Jesus is God. Now
cover where this is stated in the Bible. Other religious groups oppose the fact the
God (for example Jehovahdéds Witnesses
exists, but in their eyes Jesus is only the founder of a religion, not God Himself. Le
some passages in the Bible which directly or indirectly state that Jesus is God.

The name fiJesusod is never mentioned i
phetic references regarding His coming. One of these is written i57n Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will b
shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful CMigg#yfoGodEveriasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of His government and peace there
end. He will reign on Davidodés throne

Justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Al
accomplish this.

-u"-

—~y

E%,.o Which phrases in Isaiali®ifdicate that the announced child is not an ordir
Jﬁi human being?
™

o He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince ©
e There will be no end to peace.
o His reign will be forever.

;

%1 What could be the meaning of th&venasting Fatheconnection with Jesus?

M
)
2L N

In relation to God YAHWEH, Jesus is the Son. With regards to His people, He is, |
a Father in the same way we coul d spe

Other Bible verses that say that Jesus is God:

No one has ever seen Godzodithe One and gnly e s u s ] who |
side, has made Him knowadohn 1:18)

For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill Him [Jesus]; not only

breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His omakirgttémself
equal with God (John 5:18)

-u"- -u"-

—
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Jesus cried out: AWhen a man bel i ¢

the one who sent Mthen he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me
(John 12:445)

Jesussaidi An y one wh bas seenghe Father iJohm &4:9)

|!u"'- | -u"’-

Why is it a big help for us that if we look at Jesus we see the Father as well"

Zoil

We cannot fully grasp and understand who and how God the Father is. However, :
the New Testament about Jesus are ea
consistent with the way in which the Father would have spoken and acted. When
the character of Jesus, we would also know the character of the Father.

W —
EA—
—

Jesus, being in very naBoé@ (Philippians 2:6)

In Christ all the fullness abéigfdivine nature of Godl] lives in bodily form.
(Colossians 2:9)

Thomas sai d to QGodddobn20ZBMy Lord ana

Someti mes the following objection

Jesus alive after the crucifixion alive. His exclamation was just a sign of be
whel med. Thatodos why thi

sel f as God. o Does this

S 0
° |-u"’ -u"’ -u"’

S verse car
objection
If Jesus were not God, He would never accept the worship of Thomas. In the book

tion, angels rejected the worship of the apostle John twice (Revelation 19)10 an
Angels have to act in this way because they are only servants of God.

We also read in the book of Acidl@h8w the apostles Paul and Barnabas strictly rej
ed the worship of people. But Jesus allows worshipping Him because He is indeed

W —
EA—

The disciples worshijpped Jesus and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.
(Luke 24:52)

When Jesus saw their faith, He sai
en. o Now some teachers of the [ aw

does this fellow talk | i ke that?
al o n(Marka2:3)

-u"'- -u"’-
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=9
Egi In what way does Jesus claim in Markd2e God?
T M

A human being can forgive another person who has sinned against him. However,
is able to forgive ourdifdt. The Pharisees thought that it was a big sin for Jesus to
the sick man that he was completely f

2b) Son of God / Son of Man

In many passages of the New Testament Jesus is called the Son of God or the S
What do these terms mean?

Son of God
For example, in 2 Corinthians 1:19 Jesus is c&tedah&odut this does not mean
t hat Jesus is Goddbs Son in the sense

unique! Later on in this chapter we will read many more Bible passages which shoy

Son of Man

Many times (for example in Matthew 8:20) Jesus calls Himself the Son of Man. Su
may be owing to the fact that Jesus was born of Mary, a human woman. But the te
Man has a deeper background. It is very interesting that Jesus refers to a mysterio
cy given in the Old Testament, where Daniel said:

Al n my vision at ni ght | SohobMaeah; :
ing with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days [God th
=== and was led info His presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereig
all nations and peoples of every language worshipped Him. His dominion is an ¢
dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will never
stroyed (D®ni el 7:13

Every religious Jew knew this passage. In particular, the Pharisees and teachers
who rejected Jesus clearly understood that tBemterfl/adid not put Jesus on the
same level with the rest of humanity. On the con8arypthawas announced as
somebody who will reign with divine and eternal authority.

-u"-

2cy a@m!

In the first chapter we dealt with the nature of God the Father. Among other things
ered that in Exodus 3:14 God revealed Himself with e wordsm  irhus He/
revealed to us His most important name YAHWEH.

Pl ease notice: YAHWEH comes from a fo
be. This awesome fil amo was only use
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Again Jesus shocked His listeners who knew big sections of the Old Testament b

different situations He claimed theAlivinéaa Hmaself. Another time, He put Himself ¢
the same level as His Father.

W —
EA—

Jesus damhebreadbldfe. Whoever comes to me will never go hung
and whoever bel i eve@ohnemB5)me wil |l ne

Dl!!!'-

With this comparison, Jesus points to the hunger of man to have real fulfilment in
one knows this feeling by experience. Our Saviour alone is able to satisfy this comj
& Jesust amitaclightor theiworld. Whoever follows me will never walk in ¢
ness, but wil/l /QJQom8WRy the [ i ght of [/

Dl!!!'-

Without God, mankind has no sense of directioni Qddifs 1ud that humanity lives in
darkness. Jesus is not just one among many other possible lights. He is the only or

1/ —

J e s u sl arstlzegaté whodver enters through me will be saved. They will c
i n and go outJohndamy f/ind pasture. o

Dl!!!'-

Jesus is the only door to eternal life. He who comes to Christ steps through the do
vation.

g== J e s u s asihe gdoshepherd know my sheep and my sheep krdbw me
Just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. | lay down my life
/== s h e e f@oho 10:1145)

The roles of a shepherd are diverse. He leads, looks after, protects and takes c
sheep. So does Jesus, the Good Shepherd, to those who belong to Him. The relati
shepherd with His sheep is based on trust.  (J®aAnd Qi85).

|!-I4!'-

But Jesus is completely different from human shepherds because they also use t
for their own needs. These shepherds take their wool and milk and often even the
killing them. In contrast, Jesus gave His life for His sheep. (John 10:11 and 15).

g Jesusl/ amitbeieslifrectivpand thdife He who believes in me will live, evei

\t hough they he dies, and whoever [/
/=¥ (John 11:286)

||I!r

Life does not end with death for those who belong to Christ. Death is only a door b
here on earth with Jesus and life with Him in eternity. Being connected with Christ,
Life, means having true life.

g== J e s u sl ammtiewayand therathand thdife No one comes to the Father ex-
cept t hr(imondsa6) me. o

Dl!!!'-

w
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e There is no other way to the Father but Jest
Because of this, He is the only way, not just or
other possible ways.

The Bible does not speak about a human truth
the Bible is something we can fully trust. Psi
says:The word of the Lord is right and true; He .
in all He doeBhe truth became a human ddegls
Those who live without Jesus may know a limit
truth which can fascinate and challenge. Howe\
points out that only through Him is it possible t
onciled with God. He is the real Truth.

o Jesus claims that a fulfilling life and the eternal life can be received only through

m=== THis Is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Soi
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have |
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 1
that you have eternal lifd. John 5:113)

gt

Jesus said: nAThis s the eternal |
Jesus Christ, Wibhm &av:3y ou have sent. O

-u"’-

more verses whlame fJoers uksi ntcslealifms t h

Jesus saidl amthevine you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in
he will bear much Ffruit (@Qohalss)rt fro

WO =

-u"’-

Jesus does not expect Christians to live a fruitful life by struggling hard to achieve
sponsibility is to remain closely connected with Jesus. Then the fruit will grow, in tl
grape grows if the branch is connected to the vine. It is the Holy Spirit who brings
spiritual fruit in thei2Bives of Godos

A amtheAlplka and th©megathaFirstand thé ast theBeginningnd thé&nd o
(Revelation 22:13)

-u"’-

Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet. Jesus is
ways the first and the last. For example:

1. At the beginning, Jesus was-{beeator:
By Him [Jesus] all things were crefalossians 1:16)

2. At the end, He will be the Judge:

Jesus is the one whom God the Father appointed as judge of the living and
(Acts 10:42)

JO

-u"’-

—
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3. In connection with our faith:
ga= Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the dadhméiand Perfectezompletéorf our
faith... (Hebrews 12:2)

o l
N -u"-

Jesus was unique

Many other facts are given in the Bible which prove that Jesus was unique. Cert:
effort is necessary to | ook up al/l tt
main problédrour separation from the Father. We should get to know as much as |
about Jesus.

Jesusd birth was announced hundred

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been
He [Jesus] grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dr
=== He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearanc
should desire Him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering,
iar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces He was despised, and w
in low esteem. Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we consi
punished by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our trans
He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on F
His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has i
own way; and the Lord has laid on Him [Jesus] the sinfulness of us all. He was
and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth, He was led like a lamb to the slaugh
a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth. By oppressior
ment He was taken away. Yet who of His generation protested? For He was cut c
land of the living, for the transgression of my people He was punished. He was ¢
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, though He had done no vic
was any deceit I n His mouth. Yet It |
and though the Lord makes His life an offering for sin, He will see his offspring a
His days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in His hand. After He has suffered, |
the light of life and be satisfied; by His knowledge my righteous servant will justify
He will bear their sinfulness. Therefore | will give Him a portion among the great,
divide the spoils with the strong, because He poured out His life unto death, and
bered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many, and made intercess
transgressors(lsaiah 53i12)

|!u"- |

What could be the reason for | sai

Eﬁi when it had yet to take place around 700 years later?
™

Isaiah saw the described events so clearly, as if they had already happened. The
form underlines the reliability of this prophecy.

38



2. Jesus was supernaturally conceived.

W —
EA—

The angel said to MayT /1 e

|!!!"-

Hol y Spirit will co
Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called t
/== Go d(Luke 1:35)

3. He resurrected from the death.

Jesus said His dis
he dead on the thi

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

—

cipl This i
d

0

i es: fi S
r day. 6
4. He ascended to heaven.

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

While Jesus was blessing His disciples, He left them and was taken up intc
(Luke 24:51)

5. Jesus has unlimited power.

&=\ Jesussaidi A/ /| aut hority in
Y (Matthew 28:18)

BI

heaven and

6. Jesus is not bound by time and space.

i

-u"’-

Jesussaidli/ am wi th you al wa ) Matthew 28:2Q) h e

~
(4]

. Jesus knows everything.

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

Peter said to JesdisL o r d ,

you (dohnRkwl7a/ / t hi ngs.

8. Jesus is the-Goeatar

||III|Iii

-u"’-

By Him [Jesus] all things were created. things in heaven and on earth, vi:
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities, all things were c
= Him and for HiColossians 1:16)

9. Jesus never changes, as men do.

i

-u"’-

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today an@Hehaesys 13:8)

2e) Jesus, the only way to salvati

The amazing claims of Jesus finally demand a personal decision on our part. Let
what His woril/ wardsdxpress. In the end, we will either have to dismiss Jesus &
liar, or He is:

Too wonder ful

for wor ds



e TheSon of God
e Theonly way to the Father
e Thesecond person of Thiaity

7

&8\ Jesus said:. Al am the way, and t he
cept t hfQohoAl) me o

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaver
mankind [than Jesusj by which we must be 6actx4:12)

There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man (
sus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all pdapfénothy 26j

-u"’- -u"’- ™

2f) The most precious gift

M

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son,

Him up for usattow will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all th
/= (Romans 8:832)

|!.I.4"

God the Father gave us Hi$ llestmost precious, the most perfect gift He ever c
givéd His Son Jesus Christ. With God, love is not only a religious talk or good inten
love was expressed in action. The price God paid, was very high. He tore His be
from His heart. The enormous amount of sin which humans have accumulated cc
atoned by an ordinary sacrifice. Only the perfect and holy sacrifice of Jesus could k

40



Test 4

1. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says that Jesus not only took away the sins of the

world, but He alBecame sin for us. T F
2. It is possible for us to bectmmeighteousness of God. T F
33.60d6s holiness and His | ove meTet Fi

4. The prophetic word of Isaiah Stétes that just an ordinary child

is born. T F
5. Some Jews tried even harder to kill Jesus because of His making
equal with God. T F
6. The disciples of Jesus never worshiped Him, because He
was only a human. T F
7. The prophetic book Daniel tellSaf af Ma7i:1314). This section
proves that Jesus was just an ordinary man. T F
8. Jesussaili/ am t he gate; whoever efdt eF s

9. Just as God the Father introduces Himself with tie/wordsm o
so did Jesus. T

10Jesus not only tells us the truth, He is the truth in person. T
11There are no prophetic statements about Jesus in the Old Testameit.
12 Jesus was the-Goeator of the universe. T

13Jesus had some authority on earth, but not in heaven.

mM T M M m M m

-
14The Bible speaks of two mediators between God and mankind. T
-

15God the Father gave us His best and most precious gift.

Too wonder ful for wor ds 41



Chapter 5
|l s the bridge strong enou:

1) Godadddednus fall

la) Why did God not intervene?

One may ask why God and mankind got separated from each other. Why did the
stop this whole thing from happening?

Yes, God could have done it. We may not fully understand this but we have to
point that this was done out of love. This seems to be paradoxical. Is God loving if
misfortune to happen to somebody?

We have to understand the nature of love. Unsélfiskrigthing else is not reablove
allows freedom of choice. This certainly does not apply to little children but to peor
of age and able to understand this kind of freedom. Someone who really loves allo
he loves to have the choice to return this love or not.

f.%? Real love hopes to be responded to but does not use force even at the pos
Jﬂu rejection.

It has already been explained that man has received from God everything which all
make responsible decisions. Part of it is:

Our intellect, which enables us to think clearly.
Our conscience, which gives us an idea of what is good and what is bad.
Our will and ability to respond to love.

[IEY

b) The | ost son

The problem is that the gap is already there. The separation between God and m
isted for a long time. God could have left it that way, but He did not. Jesus, who

parables to illustrate things, told a very powerful story in-BRke 1€ath us several
important truths.

Jesus continued. rnAThere was a man
fat her, oOFat her, gl ve me my share
=== them. Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off fo
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everyt
was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.

-u"-
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So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fie
pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but nc
him anything. When he came to his ser
have food to spare, and here | am starving to death! | will set out and go back to
and say to him. Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no lor

to be called your son;, make me [ ke
father.

ABut while he was still a [/ ong way
for hi m; he ran to his son, threw hi
OFat her, /! have sinned against heave

your son. 06 fABut the father said to h
Put a ring on his finger and sandal s
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was |

found. 6 So they began to cel ebrate. 7
near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants ana
what was going on. oYour brother has

tened calf because he has him back sa

AThe ol der brother became angry and
ed with him. But he answered his fat.
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so | coul
with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property
tutes comes home, you kill] the fFfatte
ways with me, and everything | have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be gla
this brother of yours was d&ad and | s

=9
f@i Who do the three characters in the story represent?
BN,

e Father: God

e Younger son: every person who lives without God, does not care about Him an
enjoy life through sinful pleasures.

o Elder son: a religious person who has never fully understood or appreciated f
and privileges he has as a child of God.

Egjo How to interpret this parable?

4

W

The lost son stands for a person who intentionally turns away from God. He wan
life and thinks that this is not possible at home with his Father. The son travels tc
land this means that he separates himself far away from God. He wastes all resou
tainly not only the material ones, which he got from his Father. It is to be assume
lifestyle is completely opposite to the values he learned at home. The young man
get the most from life.

I's the bridge strong enough?



But some time later, the situation changes. The son gets into big trouble. Finally,
help from a farmer. However, only a job is given to him with the pigs which are c
impure animals. They stand for dirt, the filthy life and lack of dignity. That he is n
|l owed to eat the pigsE food shows t ha

This low point becomes his turning point. The lost son remembers how well loved
home. Therefore, he plans to go home

Characteristically, the Father sees his son from a distance. He had been looking
for a long time because of love. Instead of accusing him, the Father accepts him
again, even though he has requested only for a position as a hired man. He gets
clean clothdsa symbol of forgiveness. Then they start to celebrate with a big party.

Please notice also Luke 15:10 where Jesus said:
Al n the same way, /I tell you, t here
sinner who repents. o

When the Father realised the envy of his older son, he tells him he had already
everything. It now becomes clear that the older brother had also been separate
Father. His behaviour reveals the fact that although he has lived with his Father, he
distant to him.

With this parable, Jesus made it clear that God loves both sons and that he was
both of them. To be accepted by the Father again one only has to sincerely turn
honestly repent.

—y.") Parables in the Bible usually have only one or a few points of comparisor
E@ trate spiritual truths. Usually it is not possible to apply every single detail. T
™ overinterpret the parable.

1c) Death through crucifixion

Jesus died for sin in our place. We will never fully understand what this sacrifice me
ever, it is important to pause a while to meditate on this event.

m=== Please read the passages in Luké 2R@%d 23(26. It is good do it when you

§"\ are not in a hurry so you can take your time. It might be helpful to read th

)}
v

~= aloud.

Personal reflection: What do you think and feel when you read these passac
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2) What can we do?

N
Q
~

it bceamone by good wor ks!

I't has already been shown that the g
and God. Please notice the following core Bible verses on this subject.
' All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified free
grace through the redemption that came by ChrigRdesass 3.231)

We maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the lan
(Romans 3:28)

-u"’-

Know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justifie
in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law
be justified.(Galatians 2:16)

|-.44"- -u"’-

Al'l who rely on the works of th /
ryone who does not continue to

no one who relies on the [aw |
7 by f aGalattans@AQ)

%..

2\

e
do
s J

-u"’-

Ma YOV
e

Why i s someone under Goddés curse |

There are two reasons why even by ke
redeemed from Godébés cur se:

We humans are not able to obeigl). Berdb
good people are not good enough.

We have been guilty since birth because of the sin we have inherited. Also, tl
problem we cannot solve by our own efforts. King David confessed ithBsabm 51
was sinful at birth, sinful from the time his mother conceived him.

E%'.e Does Galatians 3101 me an t hat it is no | ong
JEgu ments?

I's the bridge strong enough?



No, this is not the case. 't is stil
should not rely on our own religious activities. We can never offer God a perfectl:
Wit hout Jesusd justification sinful t
would shut us out of heaven.

fri—

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because oi

cy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spir
&= (Titus 3:5)

|!!!"-

2b) Who o whraithgcauns to God?

Summing up, we understand that only Jesus can be the bridge to God. Not:

a church

or any religious organization

or any ecclesiastical person

or asocalled saint

or any other peréamteven yourself

2c) To receive a gift v‘;

Finally, it is all about receiving a gift. It is the nature of C ,} Se
lovingly. It is not a reward for anything we have done. ||u

g== |t /s by grace you have been saved, throdgniatthis . %

\ not from yourselves, it is the gift 81@bbly works, so
no one can boast(Ephesians 29

)}
v

2d) Newly born

The Bible has shown us many times that to become a child of God, a new birth is
But it is important to know that the meaning of the terms new birth or rebirth in the

completely different from the way they are used in Hinduism and Buddhism for myzs
teric teachings.

Eﬁ? is the terms Arebirtho or fArei
iy

Reincarnation means a man will be born again and again after death in new formr
ence. It might be, for example, in the form of another person or an animal. The gL
next life depends on his lifestyle in his former existence. The goal or objective is
hi mself into higher and higher for ms

W

2e) The dead need I|ife
The Bible uses the term new birth this way:
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We human beings are separated from God because of our sin.

This means we are spiritually dead.

Spiritually dead people need new spiritual life.

Just as nobody is able to produce his own physical body, nobody E%e
able to produce spiritual life by his own human efforts. f 1
e Through natural birth, one is born to natural life. -
o Through spiritual birth, one is born to spiritual life.

2f) Not an endless wheel

New birth is not an endless wheel of repeated births (as explained in Hinduism/Bu
is a unigue event, which is necessary to become a child of God.

E%.-o What is the difference between good deeds as taught by Eastern religions
iﬁi the Bible teaches?
™

¢ In eastern religions, people proceed from the assumption that every action dete
quality of the next life (karma).

o However, the Bible teaches that nobody is good in the eyes of God. Because of
has to depend on God that he may be forgiven through His grace. Even thol
deeds are important, they only follo

2g) A child of God

== VYel to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave
to become children ofdotlildren born not of natural descent, nor of human ¢
sfion or a husban@brsl:i®s) / /, but born

|!!!'-

Ma YOV

= .0
gi This passage is not easy to understand. How to interpret it?

WM
Two conditions are mentioned in order to become a child of God:

1. Receiving Jesus
Revelation 3:20 gives us an answer, how to receive Jesus:

Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and ¢
door, | will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.

-u"-

Jesus wants to enter our lives and knocks on the door of our hearts. Now everyc
react to this by opening the door or keeping it locked. Nobody can redeem himse
possible to reject salvation by denying Jesus entrance. You can ask Jesus to com
simple and honest prayer of invitation.

I's the bridge strong enough?



2. Believing in Jesus

Many people believe in God because they grew up in a Christian family. Howevelr
demands a deeper faith than |just ado
make the decision whether or not to turn to Jesus as their only hope with full trust a
tion.

* By believing in Jesus and inviting Him into your life, you become a ct _"God.
e Through a natural birth, you become a human child. H
A

e Through a spiritual birth you become a child of God, because He is ¢

2h) A theological talk in the nigh
Nicodemus was a Jewish religious leader who sought Jesus one night to talk with F

1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member o
N/ sh ruling council. He came to Jes
“ teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you al
God were not with him o Jesus repli e
God unless they are born again. o AHowu
asked. ASurely they cannot enter a S
answered, AVery truly | tell you, no
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. Y
not be surprised at my saying, O0OYou n
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where jt is going.
everyone born of the Spirit.o AHow ca
salid Jesus, Aand do you not wunderstat
we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept o
ny. | have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will yo
| speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one |
from heavéthe Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness
Son of Man must be [/ fted up, t hat e
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believ
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world t
the world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not conad
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not belie
name of Goddés (JomdA8xnd onl -

Nicodemus began the conversation by telling Jesus :

things. But the Lord went straight to the point and told |

one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born aga

mus mi sunderstood, and qu .S
er.
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Jesus replied, Avery truly | tell
are born again. o Avery truly
2= [hey are born of water and the S@diiin 3:3 and 5)

-u"’-

God through a spiritual birth. The Spiritual birth has nothing to do with natur

There is no way to enter the kingdom of God unless a person becomes &
ﬂu Water and Spirit are necessary.

Water:
The term water here probably does not mean baptism. Ephesians 5:26 teaches:
to make her holy, c¢cleansing her by

In the same way, as water cleanses us from dirt, the effect of the Word of
cleanse us by leading us to repent and turn to the Lord.

-u"’-

wn
5, Bl

Jesus speaks in John 3:5 about the Holy Spirit. The moment someone puts his tru
and receives the gift of salvation, he also receives the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit |
the spiritual birth and resides in that person who is now born again.

Ma YVOV

The expression Aborn againo does r
ﬂ in a person.

Pl

M

2i) More Bible verses on the subj e

&=\ You have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, t/i
=) /iving and enduring word of GbdPeter 1:23)

=9
fi%i How are you to understand the relation between the new birth and the Worc
t

W

1. The Word of God is a seed

In 1 Peter 1:23, the word of God is compared with a seed. A natural seed is able tc
natural life. In the same way, the eternal word of God is a seed which brings forth s
This is because the Word of God leads to repentance and faith. An example is the
Peter at the day of Pentecost and the reaction of his listeners:

2. The Word of God leads to repentance

I's the bridge strong enough?



When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter an
er apostl/ es, ABrothers, what shal
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your :
yvou will receive(ALt28388)/ ft of t he A

-u"’-

The Word of God creates faith

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message
through the word of Chri§Romans 10:17)

God grants the rebirth if someone honestly repents and believes in Jesus.

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because oi
cy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spil

This verse emphasizes three important truths:
e Our own righteousness does not save us.
e When the rebirth happens it _is a

e The rebirth comes through the Holy Spirit. Ei%?
tl

2j) Our respormssiabnisinvietry a#wu God

We humans have turned away from God

must cross the bridge. The Bible uses the terms convert / conversion for this. T
means:

Spe

e To turn from our own wrong direction which leads away from God
e To turn from sin and regret it

e To turn to God by trusting in Him

—") » The conversion is the human side of salvation.
f@} e The rebirth is the immediate response of God to our conversion.
HI'M e This always happens if the conversion is sincere.

Nobody can cross the bridge without honest conversion. There is only one way tc
from the terrible punishment our sins deserve. The next chapter will show us how t

50 Il s the bridge st



Test 5

1. Real love hopes to be responded to but does not use force even at the
possibility of rejection. T F

22We humans are unable to responld Fosi

3. The lost son stands for a person who intentionally turns away from God. F

4, Someone is stildl under Godbds cur se i
the law. (Galatians 31D T F

5Without Jesusds justification sinful
attitudes of the heart would shut us out of heaven. T F

6. Our salvation is 50% about our good deeds and 50% about the sacrifice
of Jesus. T F

7. In regard to rebirth, Buddhism and the Bible mean exactly the samelthingr

8. Spiritually dead people need spiritual life. T F
9. The Bible teaches that by believing in Jesus and receiving Him,

we will become children of God. T F
101t is enough to adopt families religious tradition. T F

11The Bible speaks about the possibility of being cleansed by the

washing with water through the word. T F
12The Word of God is compared in the Bible withiskeésinot perishable.T F
13The Word of God is able to create faith. T F
14The rebirth happens automatically if we read the Bible and pray daily. F
15The conversion is the human side of salvation. The rebirth is the

immediate response of God to our conversion. T F

I's the bridge strong enough?



1) How can you be converte

With God unite] Eternal life
here on earth in Heaven
Faith Deat
Repentance of Si

e New Birth
Invitation of Jes A Child
Surrendering of A o o

TE

There are four decision points involved in conversion with leads to rebirth (refer to
tion above).

la) To believe or to trmuet in Tagy

In English, we use the words believe or faith in two fu
di fferent ways I f someor

. r
be ready with the paintir @w,c‘
but not certain. However, in the Bible the word belief or
to something deeper and richer. We find a definition i

_ Faith is confidence in what we hope for and a w

about what we do not see.

[y
-f’-



What is the important difference between the way the word faith is used in
language and how it is used in the Bible?

18

O,
s,

R

Usually the term faith is used in the sense of assuming something probable or pos:
ever, in the context of the Bible, it is all about assurance. To have faith or to believ:
put onebds trust, hope and confidence

.t s I mpo@®laebiews/648) f or God t o /| €

-u"-

This also applies to the word Ahopeo
guestion of a suspicion, but the Bible speaks of a hope that relies entirely on God.
line this fact, the apostle Peter speaks of a living hope.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great merc
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Chris
/= dead ... (1 Peter 1:3)

For distinction, we can say:

E

{

-u"-

7 The certaifaith as the Bible understands it, often refers to the past acts of sa
%i God has performed for us. For example, that Jesus died for our sins to rede

A The certainope as the Bible understands it, often refers to the future, for ins
that Godds children wildl spend et e

R

E%'.o How important is faith especiathpuersion? What prono$dbe Bible have to
;ﬂj be accepted in faith?

In the context of conversion, the believing person trusts for example that

Jesus forgives his sin completely.
God makes him His child.
he will surely spend eternity in Heaven.

1b) Repentance

Sin is the main barrier to mankindds
be forgiven! God made this possible when Jesus died in our place to take the puni
deserve. However, that does not work like a general amnesty for all of mankind. |
sary for each of wus to repent. It is
for the sin that | have done and acce

In Acts 2:38, the apostle Peter calls on his listeners to repent:
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Peter replied, rnARepent and be bapt
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spiri

Now the question comes up of whether God judges all sinners in the same way
sinned a lot, another person less. One has committed big sins, the other human
smaller ones. Certainly, there are differences. However, all of us need forgiveness
no Agood sinnerso!

1b1) Absolutely bankrupt

Somebody owes US$1,000 which has to be repaid immediate
completely bankrupt and has no way of finding the money to
debt .

Another owes the same person US$100,000 and is likewis
tight situation. In spite of the difference in the amounts they
they both need to be relieved of their debt. Until the de

cleared, they both have a big problem. They each have to
their debt before it can be dealt with.

The relief of our debt in life comes by grace. God is gracious and He desires to |
sins. We may not like the idea of depending on someone else for his grace. Ho
shoulde grateful that God is gracious.

1b2) Clyde, the bank robber

Clyde had robbed a bank but was caught by the police
felt sorry for his deed but was still punished by eight yee
prison. But after only three days the gates of the prison

pectedly opened. Clyde got his personal belongings anc
a free man again. What happened?

e Was Clyde actually a good man? No!
e Did Clyde deserved to be set free? No!
Had Clyde already served his just penalty? No!

Why was he set free? The rule in the country was that the president would pardol
oner on Independence Day. This year Clyde was chosen.
()

E@ Grace

f j ture of grace!

means to receive something t

1b3) David, the adulterer and murderer

The Bible reports the sins of its main characters in honesty. King David was such a
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case you are interested, read 2 Samuel, chapters 11 and 12 in the Old Testament.

Although David was chosen by God and enjoyed many privileges, he fell into de
committed adultery withwiiie obne ohis soldiers. The woman became pregnant. In
der to cover up, David organised the duty of the soldier soithduatéedi®éturder! He
took the woman and the world seemed to be in order, until God sent somebody t
eyes of the king.

It was a good thing that David was prepared to make an honest admission by
his sins. He sai d: il am the man! 0 Nc
to blame! David wrote Psalm 51 after he understood how wrong he was.

E&& Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to y
=E“; compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my guilt and cleanse

my sin. For | know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Ag
you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your
Justified when you judge. Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mothe
me. Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb, you taught me wisdom in i
place. Cleanse me and | will be clean; wash me, and | will be whiter than snow. L
Joy and gladness, let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from m
blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast :
me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore
Joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then | will teach
sors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. Deliver me from the guilt of |
O God, you who are God my Saviour, and my tongue will sing of your righteousr
my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight in sac
would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, i
spirit; a broken and repentant heart you, God, will not despise. May it please you
Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. Then you will delight in the sacrifices o
eous, in burnt offerings offered whole, then bulls will be offered P gakm &1Ar.

1b4) If God does not forgive?

This question can really be bothersome. If there have been many sins, especially
have been committed, many people became plagued by doubts. However, the Bibl

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins anc
from all unrighteousnesdd. John 1:9)

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in ac
with the richeéesphesahslBo ddbs grace é

My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody
we have an advocate with the éditgus Christ, the Righteous One. He is i

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of i
world. (1 John 2:2)

-u"- -u"- -u"-

—
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Whatcanwediscoverin1J04ﬂ12:¢oncerni ng Goddés e
t M

God certainly does not want us to sin. Just because the Lord offers us His grace
give us permission to treat sin lightly. On the other hand, God realistically knows t
fall into sin again (1 John 1:8). When this happens, Jesus steps in to defend the be

1c) To invite Jesus

The Bible says that Jesus wants to enter our lives tt
Spirit. He does not only wish to forgive our sins, or jus
difficult situations here and there. He is not like the fi
which arrives when there is fire but leaves again afterw.
wants to enter our lives forever! But He does not come
He knocks and waits for our answer.

ga== Here / am!| stand at the door and knock. If any.
==\ my voice and opens the door, | will come in amn
2= that person, and the with mi@&evelation 3:20)

—(?)
5?9} What could be the meaning of fdAeat

W

Taking a meal together creates close fellowship. In the context of Revelation 3:2(
having deep fellowship with Jesus. This is, for instance, expressed when believer:
the communion together with their Lord, when they pray or read the Bible.

Ramon is standing in front of a closed door and knocks. —

owner of the house, can react in different ways:

1.Tony does not I|ike to re
Result: Ramon remains outside.

2.Tony likes Ramon. Many times he talks with him
through the closed door. Tony asks Ramon now an
advice. They are near to each other. But as long as
not open the door for Ramon, the end result will be th
in the first case: Ramon stays outside. There is still a gap be-
tween them.

3. Tony opens the door and asks Ramon in. Only now can they become really clos

How can this example to Jesus knoc

bl

W

There are different ways of respondi
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1. One is to refuse to give Jesus access. When the answer is a strict no! the res
Jesus remains outside.

2. A religious person with a Christian background believes absolutely in God. Bu
not mean that he puts his complete trust in the Lord. His kind of faith is better ex
this way: he only believes in the existence of God.

The religious person starts with the assumption that there is a God, and he eve
that Jesus is the Son of God who died for the sins of the world. He has Christian
practices many things which real believers do. For example, he reads the Bible,
tends church meetings and participates in a Bible study group. However, he has
trusted in Christ. He might be close to the Lord, but Jesus is still outside his life. |
ways easy to distinguish a Christian by name from a real child of God. But we have
sise the point that Jesus is still outside his life. He is not saved at all and is like t
described in the first case.

3. The third example describes someone who converts. He opens his life to Christ
his trust in Him. The moment Jesus enters his heart, the person becomes a child ¢
therefore a real Christian, not just by name.

1d) Turni g loivfeer one

Jesus does not ask us for guarantees that we will keep all His commandments with
knows that would be an illusion. However, He expects a basic readiness from u:
Him and to recognize Him as the Master of our lives.

—{/)
f@"i Jesus accepts us as we are, but He does not leave us as we are.
i,

To become a child of God is a partic!
Jesus is a lifelong process. The Lord wants you to turn over every area of your life
change and reform each one. It i s all
centre of your 1ife? 77 ' ' ro

E‘%-o Which other areas of life that you think
Jﬂj be in this illustration?

e Partnerships

Friends

Money

Time

Involvement in the church/ Christian fellows
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E@? Some people may be afraid to give up control and autonomy to Jesus. Wh
1 fear could that be?

W

eThe fear of giving up control of one
trol of every decision any more.

e The fear of having to do things which one does not like or which could be too diff

e The fear of being forced to give up things which are considered pleasant.

o The fear of losing friends because they are not able to understand the decision
a fully devoted Christian.

o The general fear that personal freedom is restricted.

E%_.o You are turning your life over not just to anybody but to Jesus, who is the |
Jﬁi your life. Why could the mentioned anxieties be needless or unreasonable?
™

¢ Jesus, who claims to be the Lord and Master in our lives, is the one who gave |
us out of love. Abuse of power and authority are completely out of the picture.

o We are often blind to what is really good and beneficial for us. Jesus, who is alr

alkseeing, knows it far better. He has full understanding.

We fear losing freedom: it is, in principle, wrong to assume that we humans a

general, this is not the case. The Bible tells us why people without God are col

slaves.

Slaves to sin.

=\ Jesus said: Al tell you t@en&Auth,

B|!!4’

People who claim to be free are neve
are dominated and governed by sin!

Slaves of corruption:

oy —
EA—

1 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of d
N fimmoralitdf or Apeopl e are s/ ave(®Peteo2:19h ¢

ul

If someone is mastered by corruption, he is forced to do evil. One of the many de
the devil is to let people think that their choice to do evil is a sign of freedom. But il
that they donét have any choice. Sepe
acts are an obvious mirror of it. Please read Roighs 1:18

Children of the devil:

1/ E—

You belong to your father, t he de
He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is r

1
L\
\
A\
)}
v

BI



him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the fai
lies. (John 8:44)

Control by the devil is often done beneath the surface and in many cases people al
aware of it. But it is a reality that a child of the devil is mastered by him and is, cor
his slave.

Slaves in fear of death:
&=\ ...and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of deatf;

1

L\
"
— N

==) (Hebrews 2:15)

By experience, every human being knows the fear of death. Sometimes the fear |
sometimes only under the surface, but always real. And this fear certainly enslaves

ever have. One reason is that Jesus is the best Lord we can imagine, who

To be a slave of Jesus means to have the maximum possible freedom a pe
)
ld,. life for us. A second reason is that He frees us from many negative bondage:

Eg? Whoever wants to become a child of God is only one honest prayer away fro
Y.

2) Now it becomes personal

2 aif EGo "N Q) ?

Egio The most important decision you will make in life is whether or not to turn
d

M over completely to Jesus! Why is this statement true?

The decision about whether or not to turn over your life to Jesus has enormous eff
life and through all eternity. Many other wrong decisions can be reversed later.
however, can never be changed if one of these three events happens first:

e You die.
o Christ comes for the second time to judge the living and the dead.
e God stops dealing with you

No person can convert himself whenever he wants! This is only possible as long ¢
is calling him. If a person wilfully and permanently refuses to repent, it is possible
will stop dealing with him. Nobody knows if or when this will happen. But every pe
great responsibility to respond posi
grace is offered in vain.
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As Gowdrsk &«ros we urge you not to re
the time of my favour | heard you,
now s the ti me of God?id@Cdiahans,

See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root gr
cause trouble and defile mafhyebrews 12:15)

laments over the people in Jerusalem:

A0 Jerusal em, Jerusal em, you who k
often | have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her c
der her wings, but you were not willing! Look, your house is left to yo
lated i3bab uke 13: 34

Before you decide to turn your life over to Christ (conversion), it is important to che
on the four points mentioned above. You now have the opportunity to answer eac
with aYesor aNa

W5
2 |0
% '-‘"'- -"-

-u"-

1) Faith:
e Do | believe that Jesus is the Son of God? Yes No
¢ Do | believe that Jesus died for my sins? Yes No

¢ Do | believe that Jesus is the only way to God, the Father? Yes No

2) Repentance:
e Am | honestly sorry for my sins? Yes No
e Am | ready to confess my sins to Jesus and ask His forgivene¥&2 No

3) Inviting Jesus:

e Am | ready to invite Jesus into my life to receive the new birth desa d\it??
e Am | ready to invite Jesus to make me a child of God? Yes No

4) Surrendering my life:

e Am | ready to turn over to Jesus every area of my life? Yes No
e Am | ready to become a disciple of Jesus for the rest of my lifefs No
e Am | ready to obey Jesus? Yes No
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2b) A Prayer

If you have decided to take a step towards the other side of the gap, then say a si
er. It does not have to befarefiulated, to sound particularly spiritual, or be especially
What is important is your sincerity and honesty. God looks at your heart. It is not
trouble to pretend. Talk personally to God and in confidence. He is near you anyw
a sample prayer that may be of help to those who do not know how to start a co
with God.

Dear G ave
l ong t n i
my | if W
not ac e |
gui |l ty. ny
you can t he
gi ve me froec
sin and t g t
Dear Lord Jesus, I am counting on yol
l'ife for my sins
Pl ease enter my | ife through you& (g«
child I want you to be with me al way
I ask you to be my guide from now on
the way | should go. Pl ease change
changed. I am willing to obey you.
Thank you for everything you have don
you al one! Amen!

With God united | Eternal life

here on earth in Heaven

® Deatl

New Birth
A Chil
of God

N 0 _II Jesus I

S
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Test 6

1. When the Bible speaks of faith, it is about things that are uncertain.T F

2. The certain hope, as the Bible understands it, often refers to the future,

for instance that Godés chil drTenFwi l
3.1t is important that we realise our
that | have done and accept thTat FI ¢

4. Grace means to receive somethiThgFt he
5. King David wrote Psalm 51 after he had finished building the Temple. F

6. If we have committed big or many sins, we never know whether God forgives
them or not, even if we repent honestly. T F

7. God is like the fire brigade which arrives when there is fire (a problem)
and leaves us afterwards when the problem is solved. T F

8. Jesus accepts us as we are, but He does not leave us as we are. T F

9. Jesus, who claims to be our Lord, is the same One who gave His life for us
out of love. Abuse of power and authority are completely out of the Ppicturé.

10People who claim to be free are never forced to do what they
dondét want to do. They are nevler Fdor

11To be a slave of Jesus means to have the maximum possible freedom a
person can ever have on earth. T F

12The most important decision you will make in life is whether or not to turn
yourself over completely to Jesus! T F

13We can take time to convert to Jesus, because we can take it easyT F
141f someone gives his life to Jesus, sincerity and honesty are important. F

15Someone who has invited Jesus into
To die means going from one side to the other with Him. T F
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Chapter 7
100% sur e

1) A sure promise

Is it actually possible for me to be sure that | will belong to God eternally if | hones
Him for salvation? With this question in mind, let us turn to some of the most f
statements in the Bible. The answer i

salvation, which makes it completely different from all the other religions. Here a
promises in the Bible.

&\ Jesus said. AAIll those the Fat her
me [ will ne@bwe3fdri ve away. O

= | II
s’ ™"

Jesus salid: AVery tru 0L
and believes Him who sent me has eternal life
not be judged but has 2r

(John 5:2¢

-8 What is belief or faith?

Ma YOOV
S

Faith, as the Bible explains it, does not mean only to
some biblical facts. For example to agree that there ,
that He created the world, that Jesus died on the cross for our

sins... Faith as the Bible definedimeans t o put oneds ho
God for all time and eternity.

—{.”) Assurance of salvation comes from the confidence that God has accepted tt

believer, the confidence of having eternal life, being certain that judgment |
= awaits for him.

R}

\

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
(Romans 8:1)

Romans 8:1 makes two things clear:
e There is the terrible possibility of being condemned.

e For those who are in Ghtlsit means, those who are connected®tthétenis no
more condemnation.

100% sur e 6 3



If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son,
Him up for usattow will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all t
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God
f/es Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ JegsLisiwediftaedthat,
who was raised todilg at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Wh
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or
nakedness or danger or sword? As [t |
are considered as sheep to be s/l augh
querors through Him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death nor |
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:839)

-u"-

=

a) A few questi ®nB39about Romans

&)
God has all power in heaven and on earth. The fact that God is on the side of H
does not mean that they would never be attacked. Obviously, they also have to ¢
sorrow. But Christians are never al on

gio Verse 32: How does the state@ahtdid not spare His owrhslpngive assur-

ance of salvation to believers?

Verse 31: What are the blessings from the Gzat tador us?

Pty

&‘Vvvv

Because of His love, God gave up what was most dear to Him, His Son Jesus, |
save mankind. This makes certain that our salvation is not a doubtful guarantee.
put their trust in Christ have eternal life for sure!

This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Sor
er has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not h
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so thai
7 know that you have eternal (feJohn 5:113)

-u"-

)
©

Verse 33: Who could be interestehdiing any charge against those whom G
has chosen?

Ma YOV
0 B

='\‘/7/f t he world hates yoW@ohnlae&p /i n n

6 4 100% sur



The accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our Goc
night, has been hurled doRevelations 12:10)

-u"-

Ma YOV
asi
=

ﬁ Verse 34: How ddesusntercede for @s

E

Jesus intercedes for those who belong to Him. He does it when Christians fall in
repent. The devil often tries to accuse them before God. His intention is to burde
science of the believers. Jesus, the one who was punished for every sin ever cor
the legitimate intercessor.

3
n
3
Q
3

, S/ mon, Satan has asked to
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, streng
&= pr ot h éuks22@B2)

-u"-

(Tosift the whedg a parable and means: to put the disciples to a terrible test.)

My dear children, | write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody
we have an advocate with the Eattwgus Christ, the Righteous One. He s i

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of
world. (1 John 2:2)

-u"-

Verses 387 show that God does not take all problems away from His children. Se
there are even problems that do not hit you until you become a real Christian. (Fol

Paul, who wrote these lines, was persecuted because he followed Christ, not b
criminal acts.)

=9 o
Egi Verse 37: What does the phrase than conqueroean in this context?
t

WM
It speaks about overcoming everything mentioned in RoB@ans 8:33

o Attacks by people who are against Christians
Attacks by the devil who tries to accuse Christians
Persecution

Fear

Hardship

é

To overcome or to conquer in this context means, first of all, to remain steadfast
shows that the ability to conquer is
and endurance cand6t do it.

E‘%? Verses 389: Nothing is able to cut true believers off from the love of God.
gﬂu the terms used are easy to understand. What could be the meaning?
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Death.

o Spiritual death is already defeated because the children of God have received di

o Eternal death (hell) is no threat any more because all guilt is forgiven.

o Physical death is just a gateway from life here on earth with Jesus to life in ete
Him.

Life.

AWho knows what else |ife wild.l bring.

possible events which threaten our life and also test our faith in Christ. Many f
things that could hit us are suggested.

Present.
For some people, every single day is a big challenge to be faithful to Jesus.

Future.
Other people fear possible future events.

Angels, demons, powers, height and depth.

The Bible does not only speak about the devil, but also aboutthibdallnvens. The
mentioned angels, powers, height and depth might belong to these beings. (In c
that, the messengers of God are called angels as well.) The Bible does not tell us r
how the demonic world is organized. T
ever, their existence and threat through occult powers is clearly testified.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, again
thorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forc
=== |n the heavenly realmgEphesians 6:12)

llIIIlii
-u"-

Anything else.
All possible factors and beings which cannot separate us from the love of God a
menti oned. The term fAanything el seo

away our salvation in Christ. Obviously the apostle Paul chooses words to make it
that believers can be fully certain about their salvation.

1b) Eternal 1|ife

This Is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in f
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
life. | write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God S
may know that you have eternal f{ffeJohn 5:113)

E llIIIlii
-u"-

)
O

e This passage says that it is only
can be understoodifferent ways. How?

2
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eThe term o6lifebd or Oeternal |l i fed c:
sus dwells there is life, because He is life in person. (John 10:10; 14:6; 17:3)

eThe term o6lifed can also refer to |
(John 11:226)

Both interpretations are possible.

2) What i f doubt comes?

It is not unusual to have doubts. Everyone who seriously tries to get in touch wit
knows doubts. If a person doubts, it must be clear first of all whether or not he is k
Only a child of God can have assurance of salvation!

People who are already on Godbés side
three possible causes.

2a) Firéddi féeasent foundations

Ab o

mp
EE” =N
E.E

Facts, Promisgs

When we talk about assurance of salvation, it is important to be clear about the fo
our new life. Only one among these four foundations is a valid basis for our assure
vation.

E@? The first foundation: Feelings

JEgu Why candét feelings be the foundat:i
When we have invited Jesus into our lives, we usually feel good. However, our fe
uncertain. Emotions are subject to ups and downs. Different personality types ha
kinds of feelings. Even simple disturbances can negatively influence how we feel. 1
and close to the Lord is wonderful. However, feelings are not a reliable fou

100% sur e 6 7



for the assurance of our sal vati on.
ways feel content.

E%-o The second foundation: spiritual experiences
iﬂj Why candét spiritual experiences be

God wants Christians to have spiritual experiences. They are important and helpfu

ways. But they doné6t give a suitable

o We simply forget many of our positive experiences.

o With the passage of time, the good experiences fade and lose their significance.

e Events that enriched us ten years ago will not necessarily help us to deal wit
doubt. This is perfectly normal.

o Every Christian knows periods when there are not many experiences with the
does not mean that the Lord is no longer present, or that we have lost our salv:
could, for example, be testing our faith.

E{%‘o The third foundation: faith
gﬂj Why candét our faith be the foundat

The Bible emphasises again and again
Him. However we also have to hold onto what else God has said in His word. Altt
in God is important, it cannot be the foundation for assurance of our salvation. Wh!

e Sometimes our faith stubles or wavers.
e Sometimes our faith is weak.
e Sometimes our faith is put to the test so that we grow spiritually.

Does this mean that we have lost our salvation? Certainly not! Once, when the dis
dominated by lack of faith and doubts, Jesus did not push them to have more faith

ly, He emphasized that faith, though as small as a mustard seed, is big enougt
mountains.

i

He replied, AiBecause you have so |/
as a mustard seed, you can say to
= move. Nothing wil Mathew1720po0ssi/ b/ e f

|!!!'--i

In the Bible, Abraham is c#ledather of all who befRaamans 4:11). His faith is an
example to all Christians. However, if we read the events in the Old Testamen
amazed that sometimes even Abraham doubted and lacked faith. Though his fai

mo d e |l for us, we | earn that from ti me
(Read for example Genesi$4)6:1
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—~?)The fourth foundation: biblical f a

Bi blical facts and Godds promises
salvation. Which ones are important in this context?

Jesus does not demand great faith! Even a little, based on a great God, coul

),

W

To the one who invites Jesus into his heart, He comes in.

Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and o
door, | will come in and eat with Him, and he wiiRenelation 3:20)

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

To the one who believes in Jesus and receives Him, is given the right to become
God.

To all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave tf
become children of GodJohn 1:12)

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

The person who confesses his sins will be forgiven.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins ana
from all unrighteousnesgl John 1:9)

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-

The one who hears the word of Jesus and believes Him has eternal life.

= Jesus said: AVery truly | tell yo

{
me has eternal [ i fe and wil/l not b
== (John 5:24)

|!.I.4"

Anyone who comes to Jesus will never be driven away.

&=\ All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me |
drive away. (John 6:37)

BlIIIII “i
™

Those who belong to Jesus will be given the Holy Spirit. He will be their guide and

Jesus said. nAAnd | will ask the F:
you and be with you fotetker Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
cause it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives witi
wi | | b eJohndd: By u. o

Eternal life is not based on what we do, but on what is freely given to us! Is that r
Does the Bible not often emphasize t|
there is no salvation. However, the following should be considered:

B IIIIIIii
-u"’-
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The foundation of our salvation was laid long before we began to believe. When ar
years ago Jesus died, rose from the dead, sat at the right hand of the Father and
Holy Spirit, it had happened. It is firmly independent of our mood of the day, life ar
ses or any uncertainties connected with our unsteady human nature.

Of course, if salvation is offered as a gift, it is necessary that we accept it. Without
does not belong to us. This is true whether we reject it, or value it but do not accer
fore, faith is necessary in order to receive salvation. In faith, we accept the many
sus, for example becoming Godods chil

promises are based on the eternal facts of salvation. In that sense, faith is necessa

However, we can easily encounter crises in life and faith. There is no faith withou
of doubt. Does this mean that the f ac
for us? Is there a danger that we will lose eternal life, when our faith is tempted?
not! Why? Because God is faithful!

If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.
(2 Timothy 2:13)

God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Chrisi
(1 Corinthians 1:9)

! will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have established )
fulness in Heaven itse/fPsalm 89:2)

Dlllllllii Dllllllli! Dl Illli!
- | II - |
Mg Mg

-u"-

Our feelings, experiences with God and our faith are important comporeotsef our
(Note the illustration below.) Howeve
alone. are the foundation of our salvation. Therefore, anyone who places his trus
can be sure of it. This is also true when the storms of life throw us back

and forth like waves. We can rely on it when night surroun:
fears and worries bother us, when we have lost our orie
even doubts trouble us.

Feelings
In conclusion we can say: _
o Of course faith is certainly necessary! Experiences
e Every child of God has experiences with the Lord. Eaith
e We can rejoice if we have good feelings.
ﬁ

That 6s why these thouse Ehe foundaw))acts Promisgs, 5
of our salvation, however, is Jesus alone. He has created fthe Jdet§ bfS
salvation upon which the many promises of the Bible are firmiy basead.
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2b) Secondd arceka stjpomsste Iffi cat i on

Selfjustification is trying to earn salvation through good works and religious e
(Remember the wrong bridges we thought about in earlier chapters.)

|t is possible for someone who was s
form of legalism (the attempt to gain something by good actions). The wrong ide:
could be summarised as follows:

Salvation was once received through |
changes. From now on, the attempt is
deeds and struggles to keep Godds con

E‘%i Why does this attitude lead to problems in connection to the assurance of se
iad.

Believers will still commit sins even if they try hard to avoid them (1 John 1:8). N
keep his salvation by means of good works. Those who try lose their assurance of

The Christians in Galatia made this particular error. They started their relationshiy
by faith in His grace. Later on, however, they got the idea that they could maintair
nection with Him by means of good works. The apostle Paul opposed this attitude
cally. The whole letter to the Galatians deals with this subject:

! am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live ir
of Christ and are turning to a differendguasjpélis really no gospel at all. Evidently sor
people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Chris
if we or an angel from Heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we pi
you, /et them be wunder Goddbés curse! /
I s preaching to you a gospel ot her t
(Galatians 1:9)

On the one hand, we have to keep (

‘%1 ing His commandments will neither redeem us nor save us in future, becau

gﬂu thing needs to be based on grace alone. What is the relationship between tl
ing two points (grace and good works) for children of God?

1. They set their hope only on the grace of Jesus and not on their own righteousne:
. They stil]l have a strong desire to

true Chri st i anddwith ragartdssto his salva@iondh® veell ap mn dvi
he Christian |ife. The efforts to ot
I

[ l i ngness to acknowledge Godbés auth

2
A
t
Wi
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2c) Thi ddhtnreaaken from bel ow

When we consider assurance of salvation, we should not neglect one more as
wrong to assume that everything happens only on a human level. The opgbaeent o
devid certainly tries to attack Christians. In Revelation 12:10, Satan is called:

W —
EA—
—
—

é the accuser of our brothers

At
u"-

"
—
4
—
—
——~y

Besides, the devil tries to influence our thoughts and feelings in a wrong way.

Egie How could this happen? Whabkimiations might the deislise?
bl

W

The Devil knows our weak points. Because of this, he tries again and again to t
sin. Over time, this can be very frustrating and lead us to assume that God will 1
patience and refuse to forgive our sins if we keep committing them.

Usually we consider particular sins as uglier than others (for instance, sexual sir
ing we feel a lot of guilt, the devil will try to influence our feelings negatively. We |
Bible the promise that God will forgive every sin of which we honestly repent.

because our feelings speak constantly against the possibility of forgiveness, we
this is no longer likely. If a child of God has a burdened conscience, a distinc
therefore be made, because there are two options:

(/) 1. If a child of God has not yet confessed a particular sin, it is the Holy S
causes the guilty conscience.

N Vet
{
| B

U|!-I4!'--i

\

When He comes, He will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and 1
ness and judgmentJohn 16:8)

2. If a Christian has honestly confessed a particular sin but his conscie
makes him feel guilty, then it is an attack by the devil. God has already forg
(1 John 1:9 andiZ) The Holy Spirit will certainly not burden him any more
the accuser, Satan, who accuses him before our God day and night .

In John 8:44 Jesus says this about the devil:

o end
5

zail

M

é not holding to the truth, for t
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

=2 How can knowledge of John 8:44 and Revelation 12:10 help protect our ass
salvation?

20 s
S5 I
|-u"-

The knowledge that the devil is a liar and that by accusing Christians he influence
ings and thoughts of people negatively helps us to understand his strategy. If bad f
accuse us after an honest confession of sin, we should know who stands betiind it.
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believing the lies of the devil, we should fix our attention on the promises of the
trust them. When we meet a liar, the best reaction is to simply ignore him! We shot
again and again into the same traps of the devil.

3) It iIs possible to overcome

3a) Encouragements from above

I't is important for Godés children t

always easy because mamgedry to influence us. However, the Holy Spirit will cor
the salvation of those who belong to Jesus.

W —
EA—

1 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The &
\\ received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again, rather,
=~~~ you received brought about your a
Fat her. o The Spirit Himself testifie:
children, then we are Bdiesrs of God andfeerrs with Christ, if indeed we share in F
sufferings in order that we may also share in HisRdonans 8:147)

= O
E‘%i How does the Holy Spirit lead the children of God?
lu

The Holy Spirit gives inner guidance
are important:

e To overcome sin through the Holy Spirit.

e To be assured of salvation through the Holy Spirit.

—~(H)Our text says that before the bel]
fg; sl aves to fear. o0 What kind of f eal
UM gone?

Before, there was fear of God, the Judge, and the expected punishment. A child of
ever, i s all owed to rest in his Fathe

__ This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confiden

&=\ Day of Judgment, because in the world we are like Him. There Is no fear in

=) perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The
fears is not made perfect in ldizeJohn 4:118: )

\

E@? What does the Holy Spirit testify to our spirit?

i,

The Holy Spirit dwells in the spirit of those who have received Jesus. He assures
of believers of their salvation.
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day and leave an inheritance to them. How is thos versmderstood? How is

Christians, of course, are not heirs in the sense that God, their Father, wil
lﬂu this promise related to assurance of salvation?

In the parable of the lost son, the Father said to his elder sonohatdreoistice whole
property. (Luke 15:31)

3b) I n the book of 1|ife

The Word of God contains more statem
sal vation. There are several passages
For example

é whose names aPhilippians43)e book of |/

B|!!!"-i

In the Book of Life the names of those who belong to God are written. Again it bec
ous that salvation is very concrete. Not uncertain or unsure, but clearly documente

3c) Seal ed

You also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the reder
t hose who ar @itotrephiéesof His@lerg. e s si on
(Ephesians 1:134)

-u"’-

E‘%" How is this verse connected with our assurance of s¢

=

4
A seal keeps an object, document or room safe from any unautho.,
son and settles the question ot .0t

sealed by the Holy Spirit, they belon@ tihélirare his property.

3d) The price was extremely high

In Revelation 5:9 we can take a look at Heaven. The believers who have already
ship Jesus there in a song:

W —
EA—

AYou are worthy ... because you w
God persons from every tribe and |/

1
LY
AN
A Y
)}
v

|

=9
Eg; What has the statement in Revelation 5:9 to do with our assurance of salvat
DY,
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The extremely high price which God has paid shows how important and valuable H
are to Him. Would He give them away? Never!

3e) A juristic (legal) di mension
There is another point which shows that salvation is a certain fact:

W —
EA—

i He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our jusi
3} (Romans 4:25)

UI

It is important to notice the term justification:

¢ Serious sin has happened.

e Because of that, the death penalty was imposed.

o The penalty had already been executed. Someone else, who was not guilty, ¢
place of the guilty person.

e This has satisfied Godds righteousne

Most law systems do not allow a person to suffer for the guilt of someone else. BL
exceptions: suppose a child breaks a
has no money to repair the damage. That is why the parents take the responsil
costs their child caused, also if there is an extra penalty to pay.

In a sense, God gives to us this chance: Jesus voluntarily took the punishment 1
Those who claim this amnesty do not have to fear any further penalty. In the eyes
be justified means to be treated as just or righteous.

\ God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might be
3 righteousness of God(2 Corinthians 5:21)

w
_..Dl
~

Past, Present and Future

For every believer who puts his trust in Jesus, the following applies:
e The past is redeemed through Jesus.

o At present, Jesus is with him.

e The future is already safe and secure through Christ.

E%-“ It is never our own righteousness! It is never deserved! Everything that we
1‘ j we are is given through Jesus alone!
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Test 7

Faith, as the Bible explains it, means simply to agree with a few biblical fd€ts.
Believers have to experience sorrow but they are never alone. T F

There are problems that will not hit you until you become a real ChristianF

P W0 NP

Paul chooses words to make it quite clear that believers can be fully certain
regarding of their salvation. T F

Only a child of God can have assurance of salvation. T F
The Bible promises us that Godlos Fchi

Our faith is the only real foundation of our salvation. T F

© N o o

The foundation of our salvation was laid long before we began to believe.
This is one reason for our faiTt h&s

9. Faith is necessary, every child of God has experiences with the Lord and we
can rejoice if we have good feeling:s
our lifehouse. The foundation of our salvation, however, is Jesus alone. He
has created the facts of salvation upon which the many promises of the Bible
are firmly based. T F

10We can neither be saved by good works nor keep our salvation by them. F

111f a Christian has honestly confessed a particular sin but his conscience still

makes him feel guilty, it might be an attack by the devil. T F
12Without Jesus there is fear of God, and the expected punishment.

A child of God, however, is alTl owed
13Because Godds children are sealed by

Him and are His property. T F

14 Jesus purchased for God persons from only some tribes and a few hatiorfs.

151In the eyes of God, to be justified means to be treated as just or righteous:

76



Chapter 8
More than a book

More than a book!
Wit hout the Bible we wouldndt know art
in touch and communicate with us. Otherwise our thoughts about Him are nothing
speculation.

The Bible didnét simply drop down f
He chose. They have handed down His word to us. The whole Bible is actually no
but a library of 66 different books.

1) Devotional ti me

We do not find the term O6Devotional
Christians now. Because of this we will use it in this course as well. A Devotional
fixed time which we spend with God.

Between two people a conversation takes place as follows: One person talks whils
listens. Then the roles are reversed. Every relationship breaks down when there is
munication and seemingly nothing to exchange any more.

E‘%jo It is usually impossible to see or hear God. How could a conversation betw

gﬂu and ourselves take place?

The conversation between God and man is similar to what takes place between hu

talks, the other listens, and vice versa.

e When we pray, we speak to God.

e God speaks to us through the Bible and the Holy Spirit. This happens for exan
He gives inner guidance to believers. The Lord can also use other Christians d
sonal conversations, sermons, while reading a spiritual book, etc. to speak to us.

By experience it is known, that it is a challenge for many Christians to have a reg
tional Time. Many ask the question, how is it possible, to take enough time, to find
and to have the disciple to do a Devotional Time daily.

The following statements refer to the subject of Devotional Time. Do these statem
sense?

More than a book



i mportant to read the Bi bl

—

It is
ian! o
A Devotional Time is not a duty. We would rather emphasise that it is something
cious. Every child of a good father loves to spend time with him. A father would be
his child were to consider spending time with him a duty. A Devotional Time de
relationship of every believer with his Father in Heaven. Just as a human relation
down if communication fails, so does the relationship between God and His child
donét seek His presence regularly.

s perfectly sufficient, to do

i
ce us. o

—h

It
or
To consider a Devotional Time as an obligation reveals a completely wrong under:

the believerods relationship wi tdhlesto d .
Meeting the Lord daily should be rather characterised by excitement.

Aiwal king in the countryside | see
this I dondét have to read the Bi bl

Creation is strong evidence that a Creator exists (Romans 1:20). The countryside c
to become aware of Goddos presence. Al
worship and praise. However, God also wants to speak to His children through His
important to remember that the countryside is not God Himself, but created by H
thing about God is revealed in His creation, but it does not reveal God in His fullnes

One example: to listen to great music is a wonderful experience. It allows deep |
the creativity of the composer. However, it is still a fact that we do not get to know
completely just by hearing his music. It is necessary to spend much time with hin
and talking to him. Only one side of God is revealed through His natural creation
are many more things to discover. By reading the Bible, we get to know God as a
He shares His thoughts with us about everything He thinks we need to know.

AMy daily schedule is wusvually qui't
| ar Devotional Time. 0O
I n everyoneods | ife there might be per
an excuse for not having time for God. One definitely makes time for somethin
considers i mportant. It is a matter
busy. Thatdés why | have to spend pl en
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2) Tremendous effects

We spend our Devotional Time with God through Bible reading and prayer. We v
prayer in the next chapter and focus now on the Word of God. There are various re
it is important to read the Bible regularly.

2a) Heavy or shall ow

Sometimes human words can be heavy, often they are rather shallow. The effec
positive or negative. However, if God speaks words have a completely different din

==\ He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it s{BcdlfinrB83:9)

In the report of creation (Genesis 1) it is written ma@pdivws'.. and there was...
Goddés word always has an effect. He i

2b) The sword

g== The word of God is alive and active. Sharper than &ggealsne:
it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow, 1es the
== thoughts and attitudes of the he@rebrews 4:12)

How can this verse be interpreted? |3

_—

—~{DTheminlone 6 s e mot i dbelengsdonud humans Thgohgh the Ho
Egi Spirit God connects to our human spirit. Spiritually untrained people sometir
S di fficuldt to distinguish between
thoughts and feelings. They might perceive particular feelings, thoughts or impre
exampl e: joyful emotions, a burdened
can be the case, but not necessarily. It is possible that the impressions are only fr
man mind or even from the devil. The Word iof é@adection with the Spirit & God
can separate that which comes from a

Holy Spirit.

|!!!'-

An example: A woman feels Godds | ove
requirements of the Bible. But these feelings have led her in the wrong directior
Godds | ove and presence are not depe
might have been misled by her feelings which may have had their roots in her chil
instance, i f her father appreciated a
this pattern to her relationship with God. The Bible distinguishes her feelings fro
truth and makes it clear that God loves us unconditionally, though obedience is nec
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Fire and hammer

not my word | i ke fire,
aks a r @eémiah28:29)/ eces ?0

lli ~
oy -
T

[«
S ~
D »

In what way is the Word of God like fire and like a hammer’

Goddés Word is able to destroy
like. Again and again, people experience the collapse of their pi
view of Ilife in the Iight of (
the Lordbés power and holiness
had the privilege of, surrender to God.

&
AEES

7

2d) The light

1 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
2y (Psalm 119:105)

E‘%i How to understand this verse?
it

W

One of the biggest human problems is the lack of direction. Most people walk ir
Many are seeking the truth and a meaningful life, but only the Bible is able to give
every way. For example:

o We get a standard for good and evil.

e We get answers on how to live a meaningful life.

e We get information on how to get in touch with God.
e We get to know how to have eternal life

2e) Food

== |When your words came, | ate them, they |
joy and my heartods vr o/
L

ord God Almighty. — (Jeremiah 15:16) @

In what way is the Word of God food for us”

B|!!!’--i

3

Q

E

(o]
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Everyone knows what it means to be hungry for real life. Only God can satisfy tt
hunger. Feeding on the Word of God gives us the spiritual food that we need.

| mperi shabl e

the word of t1] w for
1 Peter 1:25) F 1

1N

—h
= |
e

—~

What does this statement mean fo \

Ma VYOV
(
&AQ

The Bible alone is able to give answe
for all of time and eternity, it could not give definite answers.

Power for salvation

N
«Q
~

|!’ "- |

"l-('D\
~

because /it I s the nowar nf Cndg ¢
o

fon t o every®omnsihca)y E
() .
How to understand this verse?
Man should fear Godo6s (E( ‘B‘

er, Jesus has suffered the punishment for our g|
place, so that believers no longer need to fear hell.
is revealed only in the Bible, and millions have d
this to their benefit as they read the it.

2f) A weapon

& =\ 6 the sword of th w i ch i
B=) ofGod. (Ephesians 6:17) % I

E@? In which situations should the Word of God
d be used as a weapon?

Ma VYOV
Ra
B o~

If human wisdom and insight opposes God. (1 CoriritBigns 1:18

If the devil tries to tempt us.  (John 8:44b)

If doubts torment us, for instance with regards to our assurance of salvation.
(Romans 8:889).

If temptations push us to sin.  (Matthely 4:8

More than a book



2i) Like a seed t
The farmer sows the woplark 4:14

—(?) What does Jesus want to say with
g comparison between the Word anc
M seed?

T

Natural seed grows and bears fruit without much assistance, if the ground and the
eral conditions are good (enough warmth, water, light... and no pests and weed:
uses this example from nature wiidSh r €

e The Word of God is like a seed. (Luke 8:11)
e The human heart is the ground which has to be fertile to nurture the seed. (Luke
o There are varied difficulties and circumstances which hinder growth and spiritual
example:
+ Attacks by the devil which are met in the wrong way. (Luke 8:12)
* Temptations which are not resisted. (Luke 8:13)
+ Worries, wealth and pleasures which influence life in a bad way. (Luke 8:14)

2J) 1t is wuseful

&1 Al Scripture is Go@athed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correctin
) training in righteousness(2. Timothy 3:16)

II!'- i|

The Word of God is effective

é so s my word that goes out Ffrori
accompl i sh what | desire and achi e
(Isaiah 55:11)

Beside the already mentioned effects of the Word of God, please notice several mc
e It has a cleansing effect (John 15:3)

e It sanctifies (Ephesians 5:26)

e It gives hope (Romans 15:4)

e Itwarns (1 Corinthians 10:11)

l =~
|-u"- ~ |

21) A warning

g== | warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If any
=\ anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this :
=== [f anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away
person any share in the tree of life and in the MdljckCaye described in this scroll.
(Revelation 22:18)

|-u‘
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—(?) The statement in Revelationi2218 very harsh. .
there any examples, from the present or from |
JEg how man tried to change the Word of God by ad

taking things away from it.

A typical sign of cults or sects is that they teach extre

beside those of the Bible. Examples are:

e Mormorsthe book of Mormon

e Jehovah 6 8theVWuldicatmrs soé their Watct
Society

Historicadritical theology denies particular passages of

which speak about supernatural events. These report:

preted as invented stories intended to teach us some

instance, it claims that Jesus never actually fed 5,000 people with

some bread and a few fishes. It is only an illustration of the idea that sharing with
tiplies resources.

In every church and Christian group one should alwagstasitigehether certain dog-
mas actually come from the Bible or not. Some things can develop as a traditio
centuries and eventually take on the status of an official teaching.

3) No | onger forced to do wha

3a) @Mbeebosi nhe root of all sins

In the second chapter of this Bible Course we talk about the original sin of man w
separation from God. Eating from a prohibited tree was only superficially the poin
behind that was the desire of man to be independent of his Creator. The devil, wh
as a snake, promised by |lying AYou wi

The results of the fact that mankind is separated from God are obvious. We car
in our private areas as well as in the public. For example: almost nobody would de
Ten Commandments ar e @partdydecauBeute areveot able,
partly because we are not willing.

3bi) dormnwant 6o obey!

E@-o To have to obey somebody usually raises negative emotions. Are there an
ﬁgj why it makes sense to obey Jesus with pleasure?

e God loves us and wants our best.
e He has all the wisdom and knows what is good for us more than we do.
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e Jesus gave His life for us. It is easy to obey someone who has made such ar
sacrifice.

e To obey God means to submit to His will and plan for this world.

e Only in this way is it possible to live a meaningful life.

3c) The result, not the reason

A child of God Eternal Life
with Him united !‘ in Heaven
here on ear@. Deat

Prayer

Reading the Bible
Keeping Godés c
Fellowship with Christians
Sharing goods with others
Baptism

Communion

Jesus

We have seen in the previous chapters that good actions are not the bridge to G

likewise the case when good works are based on commandments in the Bible.
=9 . . L

Egi Salvation is received through faith in the grace of God alone!

bl

However, God does not want us t o st ay
side should accept with gladness being changed by Him. That is why obedience a
sion are important.

M

E‘%.e Keeping God's commandments does not bring salvation. However, one con:
Iﬂj of salvation is that one likes to obey God.

3d) The disobedient chil d
%_.o Not only unbelievers, but also children of God are sometimes disobedient to

E‘Egi Father.

W

Wh a 't are the results of Christianso d
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1) For the disobedient believer himself:

e Di sobedient Christians dono6t | ose th
pear.

e Sin, if unrepented, often leads to further sins. An exampld: ds@d A whi t
velop into a big web of lies.

o Decisions against the will of God lead to wrong ways. It is possible to harm one:
others. It is possible to make mistakes which cannot be corrected later. Some ex
* Marriage to the wrong partner; for example, an unbeliever.
* Getting AIDS because of a sexual relationship outside marriage.
* Getting pregnant outside marriage, particularly if the marriage later breaks up.

2) With regards to other people who are close to the believer:

e Christians who donot obey Go ddtoathmeie
friends, colleagues and in particular, their families. Sometimes having little reli
ance from parents keeps children from becoming believers, though not all chil
Christian families who turn away from the faith have parents who set a poor exar

e Di sobedient Christians are hardly us
testimony has | ittle worth. Because
work will burn up at the Day of Judgment.

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which
Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stone
=== hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Judgmeni
bring it to [ight. It will be reveal e
If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will .
he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.

(1 Corinthians 3i1%5)

God, however, wants us to bear plenty of fruit.

-u"-

Asti !/ other seed fell on good soi
more than Wake88own ... 0

3e) odommandments are incomparabl

Psalm 119 has 176 verses and is the longest in the Bible. Remarkable is that this
written to praise Godo6s commandments.
aut hor of this psal m, di scovered that
His law is also worthy to be praised. Here are a few examples:
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Your statutes are wonderfuMerse 129)

€ your law is trugN. 142)

Your statutes are always righteous, give me understanding thét./ maEes _J =\
Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make the == mb/e
(V. 165) =

z

é for all your(Nd®mmands are rightec

4) The practice of Devotional

4a) How often?

—~?)Sometimes the followina advice is
your Devotional Ti me do
iBS. good counsel? )

Spending time with God daily means remaining unde
influence. He is able to lead, correct, comfort, encol
cheer us up. This keeps our relationship with our he
ther alive.

E%-'o Many Christians try to take daily time for their personal devotion. However,
lﬁgj a hard struggle trying to put this into practice. What could the reasons be?

Some are:
Lack of discipline, wrong priorities in life and temptations of the devil who wants to
from being close to God.

4b) When?

E{%-o Some Christians emphasise the rule that Devotional T
4.:.;33 be in the morning. Does it make sense?

It does make sense to start the day with God. Every matter of
be talked over with the Lord. But when it is not possible to ha
tional Time in the morning, there still opportunities to do it late

Some reasons suggest another time of day:

o Early start of work.

» Absence of silence in the morning.

« Inability to concentrate in the morning. Some are more av
the evening hours.
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4c) Where?

= O
fgi What should we consider in choosing the location for our Devotional Time?
t M

| f possibl e, frequ
meditation on God?éd
the children ...

ent interruptions |
s Word should be a

4d) How?

It is not necessary for Devotional Time always to follow the same pattern. There a
ing rules. The following points are just suggestions on how to start. Be creative an
that suit you.

Short prayeisk God to speak to you through His Word. It is important that you expe
Read a passage of the Bilblen ask yourself questions. For example:

o What does the text say about God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)?

e Does the passage tell me anything about my relationship with God?

e Is there any commandment to follow or a challenge | should respond to?
e Is there any promise or encouragement which | should claim in faith?

It is helpful to keep a notebook for the thoughts God gives you; also meaningful vel

It is important to think about how the message becomes relevant in your everyda
Word of God should not be taken only theoretically, but also as an influence in y
being. When you do this your Devotional Time will not become boring because i
vance to your life.

PrayerTake more time for prayer now.

o Talk with God about the points He has given you.

e Tell God your plan for that very day.

o Pray for other people. For example for your family, friends, polin@dasJigsidd,
persecuted Christians ...

e Thank God, praise and worship Him.

e Ask Him to forgive your sins.

Musiclf you like to sing, or if you play an instrument, it is wonderful to praise God w
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4e) How |l ong?
0

Egi How much time should we spend upon our personal devotion?

A‘vvvv

It is advisable to be careful with recommendations. On the one hand, it is hard t
voice of God if the Devotional Time is too short. On the other hand, pressure to
timetable is not good, for then the Devotional Time may become only a duty. Tt
point is to clearly see that it is a wonderful privilege to meet with God. As we enjo
ence of our Saviour we will want to give it more time.

4f) What else could help?

e Several Christian organizations and publishing houses issue Reading Guides.
Bible text is recommended for each day. In addition, you will find questions anc
tions which help you to understand the message and offer ways of putting it int
Please ask about this in your church/fellowship or in a Christian bookshop.

o Try to get a Bible concordance (list of key words in the Bible).

o A Bible Dictionary is also a good buy as it gives helpful background information
subjects and on the use of words in the Bible.

o Many spiritual resources are available online.

8 8 More than &



Test 8

1. When we pray, we talk to God and the Lord speaks to us through the

Bible and the Holy Spirit. T F
2. Itis important to read the Bible daily, because this is the duty

for every good Christian! T F
3.God candét call something into TexFst
4. Peopl edbs previous view of I|ife alter

l ight of Godés Word. T F

5. Many people lack orientation when it comes to moral and religious guestibns.

6. The Word of God should be used as a weapon when the devil tries
to tempt us. T F

7. The Word of God is like a seed. T F

8. All Scripture is Geeht and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness. T F

9.Churches and Chr i st i-caticallygvhetharps dondt
certain dogmas actually come from the Bible or not. T F

10.Keeping God's commandments does not bring salvation. However, one

consequence of salvation is that one likes to obey God. T F
11Di sobedient Christians dondt | ose 1t

heart will disappear. T F
12t is not necessary to observe the Devotional Time every day, because God

is with us anyway. T F
131t i s not important to think abo&t |

141t is helpful to have a notebook for the thoughts God gives you. T F

15.t is enough to read daily one Bible verse. T F
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