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Instructions
God gave us a very precious gift - the Bible. To read the Word of God opens a reality to us,
hidden from those who don’t study it. We should all spend some time every day reading the
Bible. If we do this with a prayerful and open heart, God will reveal himself to us. Our lives will
be changed completely. This correspondence course will help you to understand the Word of
God better.

Begin with the first lesson and study it carefully. Try to memorise what you have read. When
you have finished, please answer Test 1 and return the results straight to me by e-Mail,
WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger.
Short answers are okay. For example (T – true; F – false):
Test 1
1—T
2—F
3—F
If you can’t answer a question, go back to the lesson and study the topic again. If you still
cannot answer, just leave it and take the next one. Continue with lesson 2 and test 2, lesson
3 and test 3, and so on until you finish the complete book.
When we get your tests, we will mark them and return the results to you. Don’t worry about
mistakes: we all learn by them.
Begin straight away. Study on the ship and at home, and continue when you join your next
vessel. Take at least 20-30 minutes daily. We wish you God’s blessing.
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Let us turn to Jesus
Chapter 1

“God is how we imagine him”—?!
People have different ideas about:
Who God is
How God is
Where God is
This chapter’s headline is hardly convincing. Is God really the way we imagine him? It does
not seem logical. We often hear remarks like these:
“Everyone should be saved according to one’s own opinions.”
This overlooks the fact that it is possible to be saved only on God’s terms, not according to
human standards.
“All religions seek after the same things.”
Is this true? No! There are big differences.
“All religions talk about the same God.”
There are parallels between the beliefs of various religions; but do they always talk about the
same God? No.
“All roads lead to God.”
Somebody in New York asked, “Please tell me what direction to take to get to Chicago?” The
other person replied, “It does not matter. All roads lead to Chicago.” That answer, of course,
would not help. In the same way, not every approach will lead to God.
God is God, and not as we imagine Him. That is why the headline statement is not
correct. Only the Lord determines the way towards Himself; we cannot.
We will now discover the claims the Bible makes about God. We depend on the Lord to reveal Himself to us. He makes clear statements about Himself in His Word.
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1) God’s qualities
1a) The first sentence in the Bible
The first sentence in the Bible is:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 1:1)
What can we pick up from Genesis 1:1?
The Bible does not try to prove that there is a God. It just says it is.
God is the Creator.
There is a beginning.

1b) The strange answer
In Exodus 3:14 Moses met God for the first time. Moses would like to know who God is and
what his name is. The Lord gave him a seemingly strange answer:

“I am who I am...”
This statement is the best revelation of the most important name of God, YAHWEH.
What does this name reveal about Him?
God is who He is and not as we imagine Him. He is unchanging. From the past, to the present, into the future: God remains the same.

1c) Before the throne of God
Isaiah was a prophet. This means he had special encounters with God and unusual experiences. The sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah describes how he was called to be a prophet.
In a vision, he finds himself before the throne of God. Angels praise God with the following
words:

“Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory.” (Isaiah 6:3)
Here, and in many other sections of the Bible, God is called holy. What could that
term mean?
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Holiness is the heart, the core of the endless fullness of God and His supremacy above all
Creation. The holiness of God creates a great distance between Him and us. His being is
quite different from our sinful nature.
At the same time, the holiness of God means that He remains faithful to His own being, to
His unconditional love. His holiness, in the end, wants all people to be saved. This is why
God made the first move to come close to us and overcome the distance.
Only God in Himself is holy. If humans are called in the Bible being “holy” it only comes
from Him, in the same way that the moon only shines, when it is shone upon by the sun. Of
its own, based on its own value, no human being or thing is holy. Calling people “holy” or
“saints” because they are leading a life that meets high moral standards is not biblical, because according to the Bible no person is good. Paul points this out in Romans 3:10–12:

“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who
seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who
does good, not even one.”
In the Bible, whenever people (Romans 1:7, Ephesians 1:1), animals (Leviticus 27:9) or furnishings (Exodus 40:9) were called holy, they have been set apart by God. They have become holy through the Lord alone.

1d) Does God have feelings?
If God were an impersonal power, He would not have feelings. You could not even talk of Him
as a person. But the Bible says that God is loving.

This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:10)
What important statement concerning the love of God could we make?
God loved us first. When we love God, it is only in response to His love for us.
God’s love has caused Him to extend His hand of reconciliation towards us.
God’s love is practical and leads to action. It led to the mission of Jesus.
Out of love for man, God made the biggest sacrifice. He allowed His only son Jesus to be
crucified for our reconciliation.
A few verses further down we find an even more amazing statement (author’s emphasis): God is love. (1 John 4:16)
What could these statements mean for us?
Nobody but God loves continuously. People can love but their love is often affected by moods
“God is how we imagine him”—?!
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and depends on several factors (for example: sympathy/ antipathy, whether one is loved in
return or not, . . .). Since God’s nature is love, God always loves. This love we can trust. It is
true even if we consider ourselves unworthy to be loved.

1e) We have limitations, but God has none.
Another amazing statement about God is found in Matthew 19:26:
Jesus … said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

What does this quality of God (His being all-powerful) mean for us?
For God, there are no hopeless cases or situations. However, in certain situations He might
have reasons not to interfere; for example, if there is lack of faith or men are disobedient.
Sometimes God is quiet or does not act because He has another plan or timetable. If nothing
seems to happen it is never because God lacks power.

1f ) Always and everywhere
From the Bible we learn that God is everywhere at all times. As humans we are bound by
time and space, but this does not apply to God.

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your
hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will
hide me and the light become night around me,’ even the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you. (Psalm139:8-12)
What does this quality of God mean for us humans?
We are never alone, even if people have turned away from us or forgotten us.
We are never alone, even if the situation appears to be hopeless.
Since God is always present, it does not make sense to run away from Him.

1g) “Our thoughts are free: who can figure them out?”
This proverb applies to us humans; however, not to God. We know from many verses in the
Bible that nothing is hidden from Him. Not even our most secret thoughts. God is all-knowing.

You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from far away. You
discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
(Psalm 139:2)
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The eyes of the Lord are everywhere. (Proverbs 15:3)
Personal question for reflection:
What do you feel about the idea that nothing is hidden from God: comfort or discomfort?
If uncomfortable, you should consider:
God loves us in spite of our dark secrets.
We do not have to try to fool God because He knows everything.
The knowledge that God knows even our thoughts will help us to be honest about our own
motives.

1h) God’s time never runs out
Life has a beginning and an end. From the moment a human being is born, his life’s clock is
ticking away. But this does not apply to God.

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from
everlasting to everlasting you are God. (Psalm 90:2)
God is not only eternal in the sense that he has always lived and will always live. For Him, the
past, present and future exist at the same time.
What does God’s quality of being eternal – His not being bound by time – mean for
us?
Two other biblical references help us to find an answer:

A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in
the night. (Psalm 90:4)
With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.
(2 Peter 3:8)

God does think and act in a different time dimension from ours. Because of this, sometimes
our patience is tested by the time He takes to answer prayers or fulfil His promises. God,
however, knows our destiny. He acts only in the fullness of time as He sees fit. For example,
people had to wait many centuries for the promised Messiah’s arrival.

When the time had fully come, God sent His Son. (Galatians 4:4)
Even if we feel we are in the darkness of a tunnel, God can see the light beyond the next
curve.
“God is how we imagine him”—?!
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1i) More verses about the qualities of God
God is described in the Bible with many other attributes. Only a few more will be named here:

“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding
in love and faithfulness.” (Exodus 34:6)
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever. (Psalm 118:29)
“God is a consuming fire.” (Hebrews 12:29)

2) One and yet three
2a) A secret
On one hand, the Bible teaches us that there is only one God.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one!

(Deuteronomy 6:4)

On the other hand, God reveals himself to us as:
God the Father
God the Son
God the Holy Spirit

Father

Son

Holy
Spirit

God reveals Himself in three persons, described as the Trinity. We do not find this word in the
Bible. However, this concept becomes clear in many passages. Of course, the fact that the
only God shows Himself in three persons is difficult to grasp. However, we should not be surprised that we cannot explain God or understand Him completely. He is beyond our understanding and our imagination. That too explains the distance between the Creator and his
creatures.

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the
Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts...” (Isaiah 55:8–9)
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2b) Pictures from nature or the environment
The illustration of the sun and a few plants below was taken from nature. Of course, it does
not completely explain the Trinity of God. But it shows in some ways how something is one
and can reveal itself in three different ways.
Puzzle or riddle: How does the picture symbolise the Trinity?
God, the Father can be compared with the sun. He is far away from us humans.
Jesus, the Son is like the rays which reach us from the sun. He joined us on
earth. Through Him it is possible to understand and know God. (John 14:9)

Just as the sun affects the earth (it gives warmth and light), the Holy
Spirit influences the children of God. As the plants grow under the light of
the sun, so the spiritual life of those who belong to God is influenced by
the Holy Spirit. (More about this in later chapters.)
Further examples:
A clover leaf: one leaf, but it has three distinct sections.
Water, ice and steam: the substance (H2O) is always the same, but
it shows itself in different forms.
Organization: a company has one name; but three brothers run one
department each. They work as a unit.
God reveals Himself in three Persons; nevertheless, He is one God. According to the
Bible it is wrong to talk of three Gods.

2c) Examples of God in three Persons
At the baptism of Jesus:

As soon as Jesus was baptised, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven
was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on
him. And a voice from heaven [it was the voice of the Father] said, “This is my Son,
whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. (Matthew 3:16–17)
When Jesus commanded His disciples to tell others the Good News:
… Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” (Matthew 28:18-19)

“God is how we imagine him”—?!
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A word of blessing:

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)
The creation of the world:

...God said: “Let us make man in our image.”

(Genesis 1:26)

The “us” and “our” are indications that the Trinity was active.
Colossians 1:16-17 points out that Jesus was involved in Creation.

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn over all Creation. For in Him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him
and for Him.
Genesis 1:2 mentions the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit) in connection with creation.

The earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Now please answer Test No. 1 on the next page and return the results straight to us by eMail, WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger. If you cannot go online now, do so when you get
the opportunity. Please give just a short answer as shown at the beginning of this lesson; do
not repeat the question.
(T – true; F – false):
Test 1
1—T
2—F
3—F
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Test 1
1. God is how we imagine Him.

T

F

2. If we want to know anything about God, He has to reveal Himself to us.

T

F

3. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth is the last
sentence of the Bible.

T

F

4. “I am who I am” is the best revelation of the most important name of God,
“YAHWEH”.

T

F

5. Holiness is the heart of the endless fullness of God.

T

F

6. God’s love is practical and leads to action. It led to the mission of Jesus.

T

F

7. The Bible says about the apostle Peter: “With ordinary man this is
impossible, but with Peter all things are possible.”

T

F

8. Because God is everywhere, we are never alone, even if people have
turned away from us or forgotten us.

T

F

9. The knowledge that God knows even our thoughts will help us to be
honest about our own motives.

T

F

10. For God, the past, present and future do not exist at the same time.

T

F

11. The Lord is a compassionate and gracious God,

T

F

12. Regarding the Trinity: In the example with the sun and plants, God
corresponds to the sun, Jesus to the rays and Mother Maria to the
effects warmth and light.

T

F

13. Because God reveals Himself in three Persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, we can talk of three Gods.

T

F

14. The Trinity was involved in the baptism of Jesus.

T

F

15. God the Father created the world alone. Jesus and the Holy Spirit
were not involved.

T

F
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Chapter 2
The big gap
1) How the disaster started
1a) Two frustrating chapters?
Perhaps some readers of this chapter and the next will be frustrated and ask:
Is man really that bad in the eyes of God? (Chapter 2)
Is it really true that none of man’s good deeds would count concerning salvation?
(Chapter 3)
The Word of God is called THE GOOD NEWS. It gives us liberating answers to our two main
problems:
that we are sinners in the eyes of God.
that no-one is able to redeem himself through good deeds.
In Chapters 4–7, we will study God’s gracious offer to save us. But in order to fully understand why we need salvation, it is necessary to have a clear understanding of these two frustrating subjects, mentioned above.

1b) Man—something special
God created everything: the universe, the earth, plants, animals and man. We can find God’s
own evaluation of creation in Genesis 1:31:

God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.
God created man last. He is obviously different from all the other living creatures. Here are
some of man’s special abilities and characteristics:
He is not governed by instinct, but can act rationally and reflect upon abstract matters.
He has a conscience or a moral sense of right and wrong. He has the capacity to distinguish between good and bad.
He looks for meaning and asks about the purpose of life.
Most people believe in God or a higher being.

God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male
and female He created them. (Genesis 1:27)
10
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In the previous chapter, we pointed out that God is almighty, all-knowing, omnipresent and
eternal. Thus, there is a big difference between God and us. However, we have certain characteristics as mentioned above which make us different from animals, and this is all part of
being made in the image of God. Only man was privileged to be created in the likeness of
Him. A picture is not like the original but it points to it.

1c) The responsibility
Now we have to consider that being made in the image of God is not only a gift but
also a responsibility, something animals do not have. Why is this so?
Because man:
can reflect on his life
has a conscience
asks the question, “What is the purpose of my life?”
knows that there is a Creator, and that he is accountable to God for how he lives his life.

1d) Obviously, there is something wrong
The relationship between God and man should be intimate. We have to assume this as we
consider:
that the Lord regarded His creation as very good
that God loves us
But obviously, something went wrong between God and man. What are some consequences of our broken relationship with God?
Most people don’t easily accept that God has the right to be seriously involved in their live.
Injustice in the world is a result of the fact that God’s commandments are not being observed. For example: wars, poverty, dictatorships and misery.
The lack of direction and moral values in our societies.
The presence of many religions show that people are searching for God, but often in the
wrong way or at the wrong place.
Human beings became mortal as a result of their separation from God.
In Genesis 2:16-17 and Genesis 3:1-6, the Bible reports how the relationship between God
and man broke down.
The Lord God commanded:

“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
(Genesis 2:16-17)

The big gap
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...the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” “You will surely not certainly die,” the serpent said
to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some
and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.
(Genesis 3:1-6)

In this report, the serpent symbolizes the devil. Some people have a problem with the idea
that there is a devil. However, that would mean that all the evil that we find in this world has
its origin in us human beings alone. The Bible leaves us no doubt that there is a devil, who is
the enemy of God.
The Word of God says that Satan tempts us towards evil.
But still, that does not exempt man from responsibility.
We are not God’s puppets. This means we are not forced to obey
Him. He leaves us the freedom even to decide to do evil.
Neither are we the devil’s puppets. We do have the freedom to
refuse evil, although we are not always successful.
In the report about the fall of man (Genesis 3:1–6), the strategy of the devil to tempt man to sin becomes clear. What steps
can we discover?
Verse 1b: “Did God really say . . . ?” Satan questions God’s word and sowed doubts.
Verse 1b: ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden.’ The Devil twisted the truth.
God only forbade them to eat from one tree, not from all trees.
Verse 4: “You will not surely die.” A lie of Satan because God said the opposite.
Verse 5: “When you eat of the fruit, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God.”

Another terrible lie.

1e) Is God ungenerous?
Some may think that the simple act of eating a forbidden fruit (the Bible doesn’t say it was an
apple) was not such a serious offence to justify God to kick Adam and Eve out of paradise.
However, if you look more closely, it will become obvious that what happened was not a minor thing—the offence was problem very serious.
What was behind the decision of Adam and Eve not to follow God’s command?
(Genesis 3:5)
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When Adam and Eve decided to follow Satan’s suggestion, their desire was to be equal to
God. After the devil promised, “...you will be like God,...” , they questioned the distance between God and man and did not want to accept it. Man desired to be free from God’s authority and on an equal footing – on the same level – with Him.
Man continued in this wrong attitude, which led to the first sin. What are some present examples?
RMS Titanic: It was said that not even God could sink this ocean-going vessel!
Adolf Hitler: He claimed the power to decide who is worthy to live and who should die.
Abortion: In many countries, people may determine from which week the fœtus shall be
protected; before that time they may kill it.

1f) The relationship was broken
The relationship between God and people broke. As a result, Adam and Eve had to leave
paradise and God’s presence. As a consequence, He told first Eve and then the Adam:

“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you will give
birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”
(Genesis 3:16)

“Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your
food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust
you will return.” (Genesis 3:17–19)
In this passage we read about the
consequences of sin: What were they?
Consequences for the woman:
the pain of childbearing will be increased
the husband will rule over her
Consequences on the man:
through painful toil he will work for his living
he (and, of course, also the woman) will
become mortal.

Sin
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However, the biggest problem is: there is now a wide gap between God and man.
(Note the illustration on preceding page)
What does the gap between God and ourselves imply? What are some consequences?
Man needs God’s help and closeness. He completely depends on God in serious difficulties, when no other human being can help.
If God is not our Father, we are without a home. We cannot fully answer questions like:
where do I come from?
why do I live?
where will I go?
what is the purpose of life?
If man no longer acknowledges that there is someone above him, he is likely to set the
standard for everything he does. The consequences are often evil and cause suffering in
the world.

1g) Does “dead” really mean dead?
God did say in advance to Adam and Eve:

“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”
(Genesis 2:16–17)

Did they really die? Obviously Adam and Eve continued to live for many years after they
failed. But we should know that the term ‘death’ has several meanings. Apart from physical
death after many years, these first humans immediately experienced spiritual death.

The apostle Paul explained to the Christians in the city of Ephesus that they were spiritually
dead before they returned to God.

...you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit
who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
(Ephesians 2:1-2)
Why are we spiritually dead without God?
God is Spirit and alone able to give us spiritual life. The consequence of separation from God
is the spiritual death of every human being.

14
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2) How the disaster continued
It is obvious that the relationship between God and man is still broken. Everyone can see the
gap. God is not satisfied with us though some people will not accept the fact, but the Bible
clearly teaches that we are sinners, as were the first people on earth.

There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:22–23)

2a) “Nobody is perfect”
Nobody has a problem with this statement. Of course things go wrong here and there. But
many would object:
Do I have to call myself a sinner as the Bible does?
Don’t most people do a lot of good?
Will God condemn me just because of some character weaknesses?
Isn’t God’s punishment much too hard?

2b) It’s all a matter of standards
If we compare ourselves with Stalin, Hitler, Mao Zedong or Osama bin Laden, we will surely
look pretty good. However, if we measure our lives by God’s standard, goodness becomes
relative. God’s measures for us are the Ten Commandments. We find them in Exodus 20:1–
17. We shall now take a closer look at them in order first to understand the meaning of each
and second to think about whether we have always complied with them or not.
1st Commandment:

“I am the Lord your God. You shall have no other gods before me.”
What for me has greater importance than God? It can
be a person close to me, a thing, an idea, a conviction,
a dream. It is good to ask oneself the following questions from time to time:

What is the center of my life?
What occupies my thinking?
What is really important to me?
How do I spend much of my free time?

The big gap
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It is essential to give honest answers. Check to see what the driving forces in your life are. It
is actually possible to serve several gods.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

2nd Commandment:

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything . . . You shall not bow
down to them…”
Idols can be pictures or statues; but it is also possible to be misled by wrong conceptions and
ideas about God.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

3rd Commandment:

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord.”
The name of God is misused when someone speaks about Him in a thoughtless or careless
way. God is holy and so is His name. The name of God should always be used with respect.
Certainly the 3rd commandment is broken if somebody blasphemes, or curses God.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

4th Commandment:

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy...”
God rested after six days of creation, and He commanded that man should also rest every
Sabbath day. This helps our physical recovery and gives us the opportunity to spend time
with God. That’s why the Jews have worship services on the Sabbath day and Christians on
Sunday. The Sunday was the resurrection day of Jesus. Because of this, it became a day of
celebration and a rest day for Christians.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

5th Commandment:

“Honour your father and your mother...”
This commandment implies that young children have to obey their parents. Later, when they
are grown up, the relationship becomes rather a partnership. Obedience cannot be expected
anymore. It is the will of God that children leave their parents, and that they become indepen16
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dent (Matthew 19:5). But even adult children should still respect their parents. When they get
old and are in need of help, their children are responsible for their care, for them, which is
also a sign of respect.
Did you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

6th Commandment:

“You shall not murder...”
Let us consider what Jesus said about this commandment:

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is
angry with his brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to
a brother or sister, ‘Raca’ (a word of contempt), is answerable to the court. And anyone who
says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell...” (Matthew 5:21–22 )
This commandment does not allow us to take the physical life of anyone; but Jesus shows
that it goes further. Even an evil thought or a bad word spoken against somebody is in this
sense murder, so breaks the commandment.
What about abortion in the light of this commandment, especially when we read Psalm
139:13–16?

...you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise
you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know
that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret
place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed
body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
According to this Psalm, we have to understand that from its very beginning life is under
God’s holy protection.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

7th Commandment:

“You shall not commit adultery...”
Here, too, we should consider Jesus’ interpretation:

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his
heart...” (Matthew 5:27–28)
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Adultery, or unfaithfulness towards one’s partner, has already been committed in fantasy, not
only when it has been carried out. Pornography also belongs in this category.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

8th Commandment:

“You shall not steal...”
Theft has to do with the property of others. This does not happen only when we rob a bank,
but also when we avoid paying for the bus ticket, work illegally or commit insurance fraud.
Even small amounts gained illegally are covered by this commandment.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

9th Commandment:

“You shall not give false testimony...”
This commandment forbids lying or intentionally making a wrong statement. However, it is
necessary to realise that the lie starts whenever, in case of a conflict, for example, we exaggerate, understate or leave out facts that would give an objective picture. Both come from the
same root of insincerity. Jesus says that our yes should mean yes, and our no should mean
no. (Matthew 5:37)
Did you always keep this command? Please underline:

YES

NO

10th Commandment:

“You shall not covet (or desire) your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your
neighbour’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbour.”
Envy means to begrudge others something they have which you lack. It is not good to compare. Usually people compare themselves with others who have more of a particular thing
(money, property, friends, talents, beauty...). Envy is always connected with dissatisfaction.
Do you always keep this command? Please underline:
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YES

NO
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2c) The most important commandment
Somebody walked up to Jesus to ask Him what the most important commandment was.

Jesus said: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
Love your neighbour as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandants.”
(Matthew 22:37–40)
Jesus replied that two of the commandments are equal in importance. Here ask yourself
whether you have obeyed these commandments or not.
First commandment:
Second commandment:

Yes
Yes

No
No

Jesus commands in the New Testament that we should love one another. Does this replace
the Ten Commandments in the Old Testament? The apostle Paul wrote in Romans 13:8-10:

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for
he who loves his fellow-man has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other
commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no harm to its neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law .
The 10 commandments from the Old Testament and the double love commandment from the
New Testament mean the same thing!

2d) A simple task of calculation
Let us consider the following question:
Are we really such bad sinners that we are in danger of being removed by
God from His presence? Let us assume that you sin three times per day.
(God does not only consider our wrong deeds as sin but also our bad
words, evil thoughts and wicked attitudes of the heart.)

Question: How many sins would that be per year? 365 x 3

=

sins

Question: How many sins would that be
approximately in your life?

=

sins

age x No. of sins

In God’s eyes, it is not only important whether a deed is obviously good or bad. Our attitude
or motive in doing something is equally important. A deed may appear charitable but on closer inspection, it may not be so. Some examples:
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If donations for charity are made public in order to improve one’s image.
If help is given deliberately to create dependency.
If out of fear or embarrassment one says something positive, even though this is not true.
If parents give their child plenty of gifts in order to compensate for their lack of care and
attention.
If during a conversation, friendly sympathy is shown which is only hypocritical.
In 1 Chronicles 28:9, it is written:

The Lord searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.

2e) Conclusion
Based on the Bible’s standard are our faults just character weaknesses, or do we admit that
we are real sinners? If we think of:
the Ten Commandments in the Old Testament—have we kept them always?
the double commandment to love from the New Testament—have we lived up to it?
our little calculation: “three sins per day”—what is the result?
Of course, finally, it is not up to us to judge ourselves by our own standards, because
it is God who will judge us by His perfect benchmark, the Ten Commandments. It is
important that we ask ourselves the following question: “Am I indeed a sinner who
deserves to be separated from a holy and just God?”
For sure, people will not find this chapter very comfortable. Some may even have considered
giving up their study. Quite honestly, we want to point out that the next subject may also be
frustrating. But let us not lose sight that God loves us and that:

Like a good doctor who has to tell his patient of an unpleasant diagnosis, He is honest and
will not keep anything back.
The frustration many might feel will later give way to pleasant surprise. God’s offer to help
us out of our dilemma is so wonderful that it will not cease to amaze us throughout the rest
of our lives.
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Test 2
1. God created mankind in His own image. This includes: Man can reflect on
his life; he has a conscience; he asks the question, “What is the purpose
of my life?” He knows that there is a Creator, and that he is accountable to
God for how he lives his life.

T

F

2. There was only a small misunderstanding between God and the first couple.

T

F

3. Satan questioned God’s command.

T

F

4. Adam and Eve never wanted to be equal to God.

T

F

5. Without God we are spiritual dead.

T

F

6. The Bible teaches that we have weaknesses but are not evil sinners.

T

F

7. Man does not keep the first commandment if someone or something
is more important to him than God.

T

F

8. We are allowed to make idols or statues.

T

F

9. It is only a small problem to use God’s name thoughtless or careless.

T

F

10. The commandment to honour father and mother applies only to small
children.

T

F

11. A human being is killed in abortion.

T

F

12. It is impossible to commit adultery only in mind.

T

F

13. If we always compare ourselves to other people, we run the risk of
breaking the tenth commandment.

T

F

14. All of God’s commandments are equally important.

T

F

15. If we sin against God’s commandments, it is only a matter of
character weaknesses. The Lord will not care much.

T

F
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Chapter 3
Wrong bridges
1) Our bridges towards God
1a) “Woe to me, I am ruined!”
In the first chapter of this course we talked about the holiness of God. When we say that God
is holy, we refer to His purity and declare that He is without sin. Only God is sinless.

“ … the nations [people who don’t believe in the only true God] will know that I am the
Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I show myself holy through you before their
eyes.” (Ezekiel 36:23)
God in His holiness is beyond all comparison.

“To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.
(Isaiah 40:25)

God in His holiness stands above all imagined and self-pronounced gods.
Moses expressed it in the following way:

“Who among the [so-called] gods is like you, O Lord? Who is like you — majestic in
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?” (Exodus 15:11)
There is a wide distance between the holy God and sinful man. Our nature is certainly unlike
His. When Isaiah was called to become a prophet, he saw God on the throne and he cried
out fearfully:

“Woe to me!” (Isaiah) cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
(Isaiah 6:5:)

Whenever people encounter the holy God, what had filled them earlier fades away:
Arrogance about their own religiousness.
(Luke 18:11–12)
Claims about judging God.
(Job 9:3)
Seemingly high human moral standards.
(Mark 10:19–20)

1b) On the decline
On one hand, it is sin which creates a distance between man and God. On the other it is the
difference between His holy and our evil nature.
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Ever since man made himself
independent of God, a downward
trend started:

Sinner

Holiness

Death
Man became a sinner.
Thus he became mortal.

Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God
Sin

However, not everything is over with death. The soul of man is not mortal. It will never cease
to exist and God will judge us by our lives. There is a danger for us humans to be separated
from God forever after death. Hell is called the second death in the Bible.
The separation of man from God, which we are experiencing now in this life, will then become
permanent.
How is the present gap between God and man only partial in contrast to the possible
eternal separation from Him after death?
God allows even people who don’t follow Him to have a good, successful and meaningful
life.
Matthew 5:45: “God causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the

righteous and the unrighteous.”

Many of the good things that the Lord does for men are independent of whether they live for
Him or not. He guides, protects and looks after them even if they don’t realise it and it does
not lead to gratitude.
God has not given up on mankind yet. There is still the possibility of repentance. The Lord
accepts everyone who puts his trust in Him. In eternity, the chance will no longer be available
because the break will be final.

1c) Human efforts
It is clear to most people that God cannot be totally satisfied with their lives. Even if there is
often self-satisfaction, occasionally there are doubts. We sense the separation and try to cover it with noble activities such as religious efforts. Many people hope to satisfy God in this
way.
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The illustration shows the efforts of a person with a Christian background. He is building
Christian bridges in order to reach God. He is making great efforts to present to God a life
that satisfies biblical standards. The efforts could also be made in other ways.

Sinner

Death
Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God

Doing Good
Gooding to Church
Prayer
Giving Donation
Baptism
Reading the Bible
Sin

Holiness

Other things people do in order to be accepted by God.
People who have:
1) A secular humanist background:
People who stick to humanism want to be humane in every way. They try to show this in their
inner attitudes as well in their practical deeds. Being tolerant of a person’s convictions, values
and lifestyle is important to them. And they might try to help people in their particular needs.
2) A Muslim background:
Muslims have to observe five important pillars of their faith:
To proclaim that Allah alone is God and that Mohammed is his prophet.
To pray five times a day.
To support those who are in need.
To fast during the month of Ramadan.
To go, if possible, on a pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia once in their lifetimes.
3) A Far-Eastern/ Asian background (Buddhism/ Hinduism):
Besides other things, it is important:
To try to gain a better life and condition after the next rebirth through good deeds.
To avoid any kind of greed which is considered the root of suffering and pain.
To follow the eight-fold path, Buddhists teach a person must have:
the right insight
the right attitude
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the right speech
the right way of earning one’s living
the right effort
the right attention
the right calmness
regular meditation

1d) Are our good deeds good enough?
Are our good deeds good enough to overcome the gap between God and ourselves?
Most people think about this in terms of a weighing scale: if it tips to the left, then God should
be satisfied with their life. If it tips to the right, then God could be unhappy.
We are used to thinking this way:
If you work, you receive a salary
If you win in sports, you receive a medal
If you give an invitation, there should to be a
return invitation

good
actions

bad
actions

Therefore, we think that it should be the same way with God. We try to earn the Heavenly
Kingdom with good deeds. However, the question remains: How good does somebody have
to be before his efforts are enough to satisfy God?
Are 51% of good deeds enough? Or should it be more?
How weighty are some of the good or the bad deeds?
How do you value good deeds which were done from ugly motives?
How do you value wrong deeds, which were done from honest motives?

We can trust God to be fair in His judgment. But the problem is that we do not know our
“credit balance”. We may be in debt without knowing it.
That is the reason for all salvation models offered by other religions having one thing
in common: the average believer can only hope, but never know for sure, that he will
reach his goal. He doesn’t have any idea whether his god is satisfied with him or not.
(We will deal with this later, because the Bible does not leave us in doubt).
The Bible does not say that in the end the scales will tip in our favour. Instead, it confronts us
with a shocking statement:

There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no
one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good, not even one. Their throats are open graves; their
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tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing
and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the
way of peace they do not know. There is no fear of God before their eyes. (Romans 3:10-18)

1e) Nobody is good enough
It is obvious that the bridges built by people (be it secular humanists, moralists or even religious founders) do not lead to God’s standard. This seems logical because God alone decides what is right. But why is it that even those things clearly commanded in the Bible are
not sufficient? For example:
prayer
reading the Bible
good deeds (such as keeping God’s commandments, doing His will)
going to church/ listening to the preaching of God’s word
Baptism and taking communion
giving money to charitable and religious causes
What other biblical things could you add to the list?
to participate in church/Christian fellowship
to share the gospel of Jesus with others
to practice brotherly love
fasting every now and then
James 2:10 confronts us with God’s holy claim, which completely overwhelms us.

Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking
all of it.
Why does God have such a high standard?
It is impossible for God to reduce His standard. This would be against His holy nature. Basically, God remains true to Himself and there is no room for sin in His presence.

1f) Dead
Apart from the fact that we are unable to live up to God’s absolute standard (either because
we do not want to or because we are unable to), we should look at another very basic problem. The apostle Paul describes the present spiritual condition of the Christians in Ephesus
with what it was before they became part of Jesus:
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You were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of
our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature deserving of wrath. But because of His great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:1-6)
Paul writes about the spiritual death. It is possible to be physically and mentally alive and yet
be spiritually dead.

1g) Our bridges are too short
This summarises why our good deeds are unable to bring us to God:
In the eyes of God nobody is good enough, even if he is doing something commendable.
Everyone considering himself being a good person has piled up thousands of sins (Romans 3:10–18). A big mountain of guilt, which will be used against him in the Last Judgment, is burdening him.
Committing even just one sin will make us a transgressor of the law (James 2:10–11). We
may not like it, but God’s standard is that high. The door to heaven will remain closed
even with only one sin in our backpack. There is no room for sin there.
The gap between God and ourselves does not exist only because of our wrong individual
acts (lies, envy, theft, adultery). Even bigger is the problem that we are completely unable
to live up to God’s standard. We are unable to love God with all our heart, soul and
mind—and our neighbour as ourselves. (Matthew 22:37–39).
Good deeds by themselves cannot give us eternal life because in the eyes of God we are
spiritually dead. Another biblical term, which means the same, is dead in sin. What a spiritually dead person needs most is spiritual life. No one who is physically dead can become
alive again through his own efforts. In the same way, no spiritually dead person can become spiritually alive on his own.
Even if our good deeds cannot open the way for us to enter the heavenly kingdom,
we must obey God’s commandments. What could be the reason for this?
Even if we can’t enter heaven through our good works, it is absolutely necessary to keep
God’s commandments, because:
Our inability to keep God’s rules perfectly does not give us permission to ignore them.
They are, and they remain binding upon us.
God’s commandments make it possible for people to live together in harmony in society.
They protect one’s personality, honour, integrity and property.
Without brotherly love life in a society is not worth living.
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1h) A conflict?

Sinner
Death
Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God

Doing Good
Gooding to Church
Prayer

Holiness Love

Giving Donation
Baptism
Reading the Bible
Sin

We can discover two more things when we look at the illustration:

1. The self-built bridges cannot bring us to God’s side. That is why they were crossed out.
2. On the right side we see that God’s being include both His holiness and His love.
3. Man is dangerously close to being separated from God forever as God’s holiness appears
to conflict with his love.
We want to think about God’s love first. Then we have to clarify how far His holiness (sin must
be punished) and His love (the sinner should be spared from punishment) can be brought
together. Is there a conflict between the holiness and the love of God?

2) God’s bridge for us
2a) Two requirements—one answer
God loves us human beings—yes, He is love personified. He does not delight in our spiritual
nor our eternal death.

“As surely as I live,” declares the Sovereign Lord, “I take no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live.” (Ezekiel 33:11)
God wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there
is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself as a ransom for all people. (1 Timothy 2:4-6)

28

Wrong bridges

One of the core verses in the Bible is John 3:16:

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
One tip
You might enjoy highlighting Bible verses in colour. For example:
Red:
God’s nature.
Blue:
God’s commandments, reminders, orders, warnings.
Green:
promises and assurances of God.
Orange: praise, worship, thanksgiving
You can use further colours for other subject.
Besides love, holiness is a central quality of God. His holiness requires punishment for every
sin that has been committed. The final consequence of sin is eternal separation from God.
For God to be faithful to both qualities of His character, there has to be a solution:
Sin has to be punished, to satisfy His holiness.
The sinner has to be spared, to satisfy His love.

Now we have reached the central message of the New Testament. Jesus, the Son of God,
who never sinned, was prepared to take two amazing courses of action:
To leave Heaven, the presence of His Father, in order to live like an ordinary human being
for a few years. It may be hard for us to understand that this was possible. But if you consider that God created everything from nothing, then He could also take a human form.
To die for the sins of mankind in order to spare them from punishment.

Sinner
Death
Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God

Doing Good
Gooding to Church
Prayer
Giving Donation
Baptism
Reading the Bible
Sin

Holiness

Love

Jesus

Jesus died for the sin of mankind in its place. God’s holy requirement for the atonement of sin
is completely satisfied. Because atonement for sins is already done, anybody who claims this
in faith does not have to fear further judgment. God’s love, which desires to spare the sinner,
is by that fully satisfied.
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Test 3
1. God in His holiness is beyond all comparison.

T

F

2. Isaiah felt very strong and encouraged after seeing something of
God’s holiness.

T

F

3. The Bible talks about the physical, spiritual and eternal death.

T

F

4. In eternity, the chance to repent is no longer available

T

F

5. Evil people will never have a happy life on earth.

T

F

6. In all religions, by keeping commandments, people try to be accepted by
their gods.

T

F

7. He who tries to redeem himself by keeping the commandments of God
can’t answer the following question: How can you value good deeds, which
were done with bad motives?

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

11. It is possible to be physically and mentally alive and yet spiritually dead.

T

F

12. Even if we can’t enter Heaven through our good works, it is absolutely
necessary to keep God’s commandments.

T

F

13. God’s being includes both His holiness and His love.

T

F

14. There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind.

T

F

15. Because Jesus gave His life for us, both God’s holiness and His love
are fully satisfied.

T

F

8. We find in the book of Romans the sentence: There is no one who does

good, not even one.
9. Bridges built by people can’t cross the gap between God and ourselves.
10. James wrote: Whoever keeps the whole law and stumbles at just

one point will certainly enter Heaven.

30

Wrong bridges

Chapter 4
Too wonderful for words
1) In our place
1a) The incredible exchange
Again and again we come across statements in the Bible that are so amazing, that it is difficult to fully grasp them. This one belongs to that category:

God made Him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
We call to memory that:
Jesus is God
Jesus is the co-Creator of the universe
Jesus took our place when He died for the sins of the
world. This is certainly easy to say. Especially some
people with a Christian background have heard these
truths so often that they no longer affect them. But we
need to consider: Jesus took upon Himself the sins of
all people of all generations. The figure is so huge that
nobody is able to imagine it. No one will ever be able
to understand fully what a heavy load was put on Jesus’s shoulders when He drew His last breath on the
cross.
But Jesus did not take upon Himself only our sins. 2 Corinthians 5:21 goes a step further.
How is this the case?
The verse says that Jesus not only took away the sins of the world, but also became sin for
us. His Father turned away from Him completely, because He became sin in person. Jesus
even cried out on the cross, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew
27:46). What an amazing love he has shown! Our Lord went through this deep and dark valley for our sake.
The other important point in 2 Corinthians 5:21 is that in Jesus we might become the right-

eousness of God.
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How is this the case?
People who put their trust in Christ are not only said to have a certain righteousness granted
to them, but they become the righteousness of God. Because of grace—and never because
of their own religious efforts— they become completely righteous in the eyes of God.

1b) Our bridges can now be torn down

Sinner
Death
Judgement
Eternal Separation
from God

Doing Good
Gooding to Church
Prayer
Giving Donation
Baptism
Reading the Bible
Sin

Holiness

Love

Jesus

This illustration shows us two important things:
1) God’s holiness and love meet in the person of Jesus:
Holiness: Jesus carried out the Father’s requirement, that sin must be atoned by taking the
punishment for it.
Love: God, who loves us, does not want us to be eternally lost. This is possible because He
has solved our sin problem. Because Jesus died in our place, God’s love could now come
into play.
2) All our human bridges can now be torn down, because Jesus Christ has bridged the gap
between God and ourselves. It doesn’t make any sense to build a bridge if one already exists.
More questions need to be answered:

2) Jesus
If Jesus is the only bridge, does it mean that we should remain passive?
How can we cross the bridge?
What will happen on the other side?
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We will deal with these and other questions during the next chapters, but it is necessary first
to get to know Jesus better. This is important because trust in Him is the most important factor enabling us to cross this bridge, which is Christ. What does the Bible teach us about Jesus?

2a) Jesus is God
When we talked about the mystery of the Trinity, we saw that Jesus is God. Now we will discover where this is stated in the Bible. Other religious groups oppose the fact that Jesus is
God (for example Jehovah’s Witnesses). Other people assume that a supernatural being
exists, but in their eyes Jesus is only the founder of a religion, not God Himself. Let us look at
some passages in the Bible which directly or indirectly state that Jesus is God.
The name “Jesus” is never mentioned in the Old Testament. However, there are lots of prophetic references regarding His coming. One of these is written is in Isaiah 9:6–7:

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His
shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of His government and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will
accomplish this.
Which phrases in Isaiah 9:6–7 indicate that the announced child is not an ordinary
human being?
He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
There will be no end to peace.
His reign will be forever.
What could be the meaning of the term Everlasting Father in connection with Jesus?
In relation to God YAHWEH, Jesus is the Son. With regards to His people, He is, in a sense,
a Father in the same way we could speak of a President as a nation’s father.
Other Bible verses that say that Jesus is God:

No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only [Jesus], who is at the Father’s
side, has made Him known. (John 1:18)
For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill Him [Jesus]; not only was He
breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, making Himself
equal with God. (John 5:18)
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33

Jesus cried out: “When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in
the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me.”
(John 12:44–45)

Jesus said: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”

(John 14:9)

Why is it a big help for us that if we look at Jesus we see the Father as well?

We cannot fully grasp and understand who and how God the Father is. However, accounts in
the New Testament about Jesus are easier to understand. Jesus’s words and actions are
consistent with the way in which the Father would have spoken and acted. When we look at
the character of Jesus, we would also know the character of the Father.

Jesus, being in very nature God. (Philippians 2:6)
In Christ all the fullness of the Deity [divine nature of God] lives in bodily form.
(Colossians 2:9)

Thomas said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28)
Sometimes the following objection is made: “Thomas was simply amazed to see
Jesus alive after the crucifixion alive. His exclamation was just a sign of being overwhelmed. That’s why this verse cannot be taken as proof that Jesus considered Himself as God.” Does this objection make sense?
If Jesus were not God, He would never accept the worship of Thomas. In the book of Revelation, angels rejected the worship of the apostle John twice (Revelation 19:10 and 22:8–9).
Angels have to act in this way because they are only servants of God.
We also read in the book of Acts 14:8–18 how the apostles Paul and Barnabas strictly rejected the worship of people. But Jesus allows worshipping Him because He is indeed God.

The disciples worshipped Jesus and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.
(Luke 24:52)

When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralysed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why
does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God
alone?” (Mark 2:5-7)
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In what way does Jesus claim in Mark 2:5–7 to be God?
A human being can forgive another person who has sinned against him. However, God alone
is able to forgive our life-guilt. The Pharisees thought that it was a big sin for Jesus to say to
the sick man that he was completely forgiven, because they didn’t consider Jesus to be God.

2b) Son of God / Son of Man
In many passages of the New Testament Jesus is called the Son of God or the Son of Man.
What do these terms mean?
Son of God
For example, in 2 Corinthians 1:19 Jesus is called the Son of God. But this does not mean
that Jesus is God’s Son in the sense that all true Christians are children of God. Jesus is
unique! Later on in this chapter we will read many more Bible passages which show this fact.
Son of Man
Many times (for example in Matthew 8:20) Jesus calls Himself the Son of Man. Superficially it
may be owing to the fact that Jesus was born of Mary, a human woman. But the term Son of
Man has a deeper background. It is very interesting that Jesus refers to a mysterious prophecy given in the Old Testament, where Daniel said:

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days [God the Father]
and was led into His presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power;
all nations and peoples of every language worshipped Him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13–14)
Every religious Jew knew this passage. In particular, the Pharisees and teachers of the law
who rejected Jesus clearly understood that the term Son of Man did not put Jesus on the
same level with the rest of humanity. On the contrary, the Son of Man was announced as
somebody who will reign with divine and eternal authority.

2c) “I am!”
In the first chapter we dealt with the nature of God the Father. Among other things we discovered that in Exodus 3:14 God revealed Himself with the words: “I am who I am.” Thus He
revealed to us His most important name YAHWEH.
Please notice: YAHWEH comes from a form of the Hebrew verb meaning ‘to be’: I am or I will
be. This awesome “I am” was only used in connection with God Himself.
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Again Jesus shocked His listeners who knew big sections of the Old Testament by heart. In
different situations He claimed the divine “I am” for Himself. Another time, He put Himself on
the same level as His Father.

Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35)
With this comparison, Jesus points to the hunger of man to have real fulfilment in life. Everyone knows this feeling by experience. Our Saviour alone is able to satisfy this completely.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)
Without God, mankind has no sense of direction. John 1:4–5 tells us that humanity lives in
darkness. Jesus is not just one among many other possible lights. He is the only one.

Jesus said: “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come
in and go out, and find pasture.” (John 10:9)
Jesus is the only door to eternal life. He who comes to Christ steps through the door into salvation.

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. I lay down my life for the
sheep.” (John 10:14-15)
The roles of a shepherd are diverse. He leads, looks after, protects and takes care of his
sheep. So does Jesus, the Good Shepherd, to those who belong to Him. The relationship of a
shepherd with His sheep is based on trust. (John 10:3–5 and 14–15).
But Jesus is completely different from human shepherds because they also use their sheep
for their own needs. These shepherds take their wool and milk and often even their meat by
killing them. In contrast, Jesus gave His life for His sheep. (John 10:11 and 15).

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even
though they he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
(John 11:25-26)

Life does not end with death for those who belong to Christ. Death is only a door between life
here on earth with Jesus and life with Him in eternity. Being connected with Christ, who is the
Life, means having true life.

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)
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There is no other way to the Father but Jesus alone.
Because of this, He is the only way, not just one among
other possible ways.
The Bible does not speak about a human truth. Truth in
the Bible is something we can fully trust. Psalm 33:4
says: The word of the Lord is right and true; He is faithful
in all He does. The truth became a human being—Jesus!
Those who live without Jesus may know a limited kind of
truth which can fascinate and challenge. However, Jesus
points out that only through Him is it possible to be reconciled with God. He is the real Truth.
Jesus claims that a fulfilling life and the eternal life can be received only through Him:

This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write
these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know
that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:11–13)
Jesus said: “This is the eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” (John 17:3)
Two more verses where Jesus claims the divine “I am” for Himself:
Jesus said: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him,
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing...” (John 15:5)
Jesus does not expect Christians to live a fruitful life by struggling hard to achieve it. Our responsibility is to remain closely connected with Jesus. Then the fruit will grow, in the way the
grape grows if the branch is connected to the vine. It is the Holy Spirit who brings about the
spiritual fruit in the lives of God’s children. (Galatians 5:22–23)

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”
(Revelation 22:13)

Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet. Jesus is in various
ways the first and the last. For example:
1. At the beginning, Jesus was the co-Creator:
By Him [Jesus] all things were created. (Colossians 1:16)
2. At the end, He will be the Judge:

Jesus is the one whom God the Father appointed as judge of the living and the dead.
(Acts 10:42)
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3. In connection with our faith:

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the Author [beginner] and Perfecter [completer] of our
faith... (Hebrews 12:2)

2d) Jesus was unique
Many other facts are given in the Bible which prove that Jesus was unique. Certainly some
effort is necessary to look up all the verses. But it is all worth it. Jesus is God’s answer to our
main problem—our separation from the Father. We should get to know as much as possible
about Jesus.
1. Jesus’ birth was announced hundreds of years in advance in the Old Testament.

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
He [Jesus] grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearance that we
should desire Him. He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces He was despised, and we held Him
in low esteem. Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him
punished by God, stricken by Him, and afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions,
He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by
His wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our
own way; and the Lord has laid on Him [Jesus] the sinfulness of us all. He was oppressed
and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as
a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away. Yet who of His generation protested? For He was cut off from the
land of the living; for the transgression of my people He was punished. He was assigned a
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, though He had done no violence, nor
was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes His life an offering for sin, He will see his offspring and prolong
His days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in His hand. After He has suffered, He will see
the light of life and be satisfied; by His knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and
He will bear their sinfulness. Therefore I will give Him a portion among the great, and He will
divide the spoils with the strong, because He poured out His life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors. (Isaiah 53:1–12)
What could be the reason for Isaiah’s writing this text as if it had already happened,
when it had yet to take place around 700 years later?
Isaiah saw the described events so clearly, as if they had already happened. The past tense
form underlines the reliability of this prophecy.
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2. Jesus was supernaturally conceived.
The angel said to Mary: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the

Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of
God.” (Luke 1:35)
3. He resurrected from the death.

Jesus said His disciples: “This is what is written: ‘The Christ will suffer and rise from
the dead on the third day.’ ”
(Luke 24:46)

4. He ascended to heaven.

While Jesus was blessing His disciples, He left them and was taken up into heaven.
(Luke 24:51)

5. Jesus has unlimited power.
Jesus said: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”
(Matthew 28:18)
6. Jesus is not bound by time and space.
Jesus said: “I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

(Matthew 28:20)

7. Jesus knows everything.
Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, you know all things.” (John 21:17)
8. Jesus is the co-Creator.

By Him [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by
Him and for Him. (Colossians 1:16)
9. Jesus never changes, as men do.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

2e) Jesus, the only way to salvation
The amazing claims of Jesus finally demand a personal decision on our part. Let us consider
what His word “I am” words express. In the end, we will either have to dismiss Jesus as a big
liar, or He is:
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The Son of God
The only way to the Father
The second person of the Trinity

Jesus said: “I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6)
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind [than Jesus] by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)

There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all people.
(1 Timothy 2:5-6)

2f) The most precious gift
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but gave
Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?
(Romans 8:31–32)

God the Father gave us His best—the most precious, the most perfect gift He ever could
give—His Son Jesus Christ. With God, love is not only a religious talk or good intentions. His
love was expressed in action. The price God paid, was very high. He tore His best (Jesus)
from His heart. The enormous amount of sin which humans have accumulated could not be
atoned by an ordinary sacrifice. Only the perfect and holy sacrifice of Jesus could be enough.
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Test 4
1. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says that Jesus not only took away the sins of the
world, but He also became sin for us.

T

F

2. It is possible for us to become the righteousness of God.
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3. God’s holiness and His love meet in the person of Jesus.
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4. The prophetic word of Isaiah 9:6-7 states that just an ordinary child
is born.
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5. Some Jews tried even harder to kill Jesus because of His making
equal with God.
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F

6. The disciples of Jesus never worshiped Him, because He
was only a human.
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7. The prophetic book Daniel tells of a Son of Man (7:13-14). This section
proves that Jesus was just an ordinary man.
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8. Jesus said: “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.”
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9. Just as God the Father introduces Himself with the words: “I am”,
so did Jesus.
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10. Jesus not only tells us the truth, He is the truth in person.
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11. There are no prophetic statements about Jesus in the Old Testament.

T

F

12. Jesus was the co-Creator of the universe.
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13. Jesus had some authority on earth, but not in heaven.
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14. The Bible speaks of two mediators between God and mankind.
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15. God the Father gave us His best and most precious gift.

T

F
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Chapter 5
Is the bridge strong enough?
1) God doesn’t let us fall
1a) Why did God not intervene?
One may ask why God and mankind got separated from each other. Why did the Lord not
stop this whole thing from happening? Isn’t He almighty?
Yes, God could have done it. We may not fully understand this but we have to stress the
point that this was done out of love. This seems to be paradoxical. Is God loving if He allows
misfortune to happen to somebody?
We have to understand the nature of love. Unselfish love—everything else is not real love—
allows freedom of choice. This certainly does not apply to little children but to people who are
of age and able to understand this kind of freedom. Someone who really loves allows the one
he loves to have the choice to return this love or not.
Real love hopes to be responded to but does not use force even at the possibility of
rejection.
It has already been explained that man has received from God everything which allows him to
make responsible decisions. Part of it is:

Our intellect, which enables us to think clearly.
Our conscience, which gives us an idea of what is good and what is bad.
Our will and ability to respond to love.

1b) The lost son
The problem is that the gap is already there. The separation between God and man has existed for a long time. God could have left it that way, but He did not. Jesus, who often used
parables to illustrate things, told a very powerful story in Luke 15:11-32 to teach us several
important truths.

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between
them. Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent everything, there
was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.
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So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave
him anything. When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back to my father
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his
father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. “The son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’ “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’ So they began to celebrate. “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came
near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him
what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate
with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because
this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ”
Who do the three characters in the story represent?
Father: God
Younger son: every person who lives without God, does not care about Him and seeks to
enjoy life through sinful pleasures.
Elder son: a religious person who has never fully understood or appreciated the riches
and privileges he has as a child of God.
How to interpret this parable?
The lost son stands for a person who intentionally turns away from God. He wants to enjoy
life and thinks that this is not possible at home with his Father. The son travels to a distant
land—this means that he separates himself far away from God. He wastes all resources, certainly not only the material ones, which he got from his Father. It is to be assumed that his
lifestyle is completely opposite to the values he learned at home. The young man decides to
get the most from life.
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But some time later, the situation changes. The son gets into big trouble. Finally, he seeks
help from a farmer. However, only a job is given to him with the pigs which are considered
impure animals. They stand for dirt, the filthy life and lack of dignity. That he is not even allowed to eat the pigs´ food shows that the young man has come to the very end of the road.
This low point becomes his turning point. The lost son remembers how well loved he was at
home. Therefore, he plans to go home to ask for his Father’s forgiveness.
Characteristically, the Father sees his son from a distance. He had been looking out for him
for a long time because of love. Instead of accusing him, the Father accepts him as his son
again, even though he has requested only for a position as a hired man. He gets him new,
clean clothes—a symbol of forgiveness. Then they start to celebrate with a big party.
Please notice also Luke 15:10 where Jesus said:

“In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
When the Father realised the envy of his older son, he tells him he had already given him
everything. It now becomes clear that the older brother had also been separated from his
Father. His behaviour reveals the fact that although he has lived with his Father, he had been
distant to him.
With this parable, Jesus made it clear that God loves both sons and that he was waiting for
both of them. To be accepted by the Father again one only has to sincerely turn back and
honestly repent.
Parables in the Bible usually have only one or a few points of comparison to illustrate spiritual truths. Usually it is not possible to apply every single detail. This would
over-interpret the parable.

1c) Death through crucifixion
Jesus died for sin in our place. We will never fully understand what this sacrifice means. However, it is important to pause a while to meditate on this event.
Please read the passages in Luke 22:39–71 and 23:1–46. It is good do it when you
are not in a hurry so you can take your time. It might be helpful to read the verses
aloud.
Personal reflection: What do you think and feel when you read these passages?
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2) What can we do?
2a) It can’t be done by good works!
It has already been shown that the good things we do can’t bridge the wide gap between us
and God. Please notice the following core Bible verses on this subject.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23-24)
We maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
(Romans 3:28)

Know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith
in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will
be justified. (Galatians 2:16)
All who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly
no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live
by faith.” (Galatians 3:10-11)
Why is someone under God’s curse if he expects to be saved by keeping the law?

There are two reasons why even by keeping God’s commandments it is not possible to be
redeemed from God’s curse:
We humans are not able to obey God’s commandments 100% (Galatians 2:10–11). Even
good people are not good enough.
We have been guilty since birth because of the sin we have inherited. Also, this is one
problem we cannot solve by our own efforts. King David confessed in Psalm 51:5: that he

was sinful at birth, sinful from the time his mother conceived him.

Does Galatians 3:10–11 mean that it is no longer important to keep God’s commandments?
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No, this is not the case. It is still important to keep God’s law as good as possible. But we
should not rely on our own religious activities. We can never offer God a perfectly pure life.
Without Jesus’ justification sinful thoughts, words, deeds, motives and attitudes of the heart
would shut us out of heaven.

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, ...
(Titus 3:5)

2b) Who or what can’t bring us to God?
Summing up, we understand that only Jesus can be the bridge to God. Not:
a church
or any religious organization
or any ecclesiastical person
or a so-called saint
or any other person—not even yourself

2c) To receive a gift
Finally, it is all about receiving a gift. It is the nature of God to give
lovingly. It is not a reward for anything we have done.

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that
no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8–9)

2d) Newly born
The Bible has shown us many times that to become a child of God, a new birth is necessary.
But it is important to know that the meaning of the terms new birth or rebirth in the Bible are
completely different from the way they are used in Hinduism and Buddhism for mystical / esoteric teachings.
How is the terms “rebirth” or “reincarnation” understood in these religions?
Reincarnation means a man will be born again and again after death in new forms of existence. It might be, for example, in the form of another person or an animal. The quality of his
next life depends on his lifestyle in his former existence. The goal or objective is to develop
himself into higher and higher forms and finally escape the “wheel of rebirths”.

2e) The dead need life
The Bible uses the term new birth this way:
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We human beings are separated from God because of our sin.
This means we are spiritually dead.
Spiritually dead people need new spiritual life.
Just as nobody is able to produce his own physical body, nobody is
able to produce spiritual life by his own human efforts.
Through natural birth, one is born to natural life.
Through spiritual birth, one is born to spiritual life.

2f) Not an endless wheel
New birth is not an endless wheel of repeated births (as explained in Hinduism/Buddhism). It
is a unique event, which is necessary to become a child of God.
What is the difference between good deeds as taught by Eastern religions and what
the Bible teaches?
In eastern religions, people proceed from the assumption that every action determines the
quality of the next life (karma).
However, the Bible teaches that nobody is good in the eyes of God. Because of this, man
has to depend on God that he may be forgiven through His grace. Even though good
deeds are important, they only follow salvation; they don’t cause it.

2g) A child of God
Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right
to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John 1:12–13)
This passage is not easy to understand. How to interpret it?
Two conditions are mentioned in order to become a child of God:
1. Receiving Jesus
Revelation 3:20 gives us an answer, how to receive Jesus:

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
Jesus wants to enter our lives and knocks on the door of our hearts. Now everyone has to
react to this by opening the door or keeping it locked. Nobody can redeem himself but it is
possible to reject salvation by denying Jesus entrance. You can ask Jesus to come in with a
simple and honest prayer of invitation.
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2. Believing in Jesus
Many people believe in God because they grew up in a Christian family. However, the Bible
demands a deeper faith than just adopting the family’s religious traditions. Everyone must
make the decision whether or not to turn to Jesus as their only hope with full trust and dedication.
By believing in Jesus and inviting Him into your life, you become a child of God.
Through a natural birth, you become a human child.
Through a spiritual birth you become a child of God, because He is Spirit.

2h) A theological talk in the night
Nicodemus was a Jewish religious leader who sought Jesus one night to talk with Him.

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if
God were not with him.” Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God unless they are born again.” “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus
asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” Jesus
answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should
not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows wherever it pleases.
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with
everyone born of the Spirit.” “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. “You are Israel’s teacher,”
said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of what
we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if
I speak of heavenly things? No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came
from heaven—the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the
Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” For
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the
name of God’s one and only Son. (John 3:1-18)
Nicodemus began the conversation by telling Jesus some nice
things. But the Lord went straight to the point and told him that no
one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. Nicodemus misunderstood, and questioned a second birth by one’s mother.
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Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they
are born again.” ... “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
they are born of water and the Spirit. (John 3:3 and 5)
There is no way to enter the kingdom of God unless a person becomes a child of
God through a spiritual birth. The Spiritual birth has nothing to do with natural events.
Water and Spirit are necessary.
Water:
The term water here probably does not mean baptism. Ephesians 5:26 teaches:

… to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word ...
In the same way, as water cleanses us from dirt, the effect of the Word of God is to
cleanse us by leading us to repent and turn to the Lord.
Spirit:
Jesus speaks in John 3:5 about the Holy Spirit. The moment someone puts his trust in Christ
and receives the gift of salvation, he also receives the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings forth
the spiritual birth and resides in that person who is now born again.
The expression “born again” does not speak of a new religion, but of a spiritual event
in a person.

2i) More Bible verses on the subject of rebirth
You have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the
living and enduring word of God. (1 Peter 1:23)
How are you to understand the relation between the new birth and the Word of God?
1. The Word of God is a seed
In 1 Peter 1:23, the word of God is compared with a seed. A natural seed is able to bring forth
natural life. In the same way, the eternal word of God is a seed which brings forth spiritual life.
This is because the Word of God leads to repentance and faith. An example is the sermon of
Peter at the day of Pentecost and the reaction of his listeners:
2. The Word of God leads to repentance
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When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:37–38)
The Word of God creates faith

Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word of Christ. (Romans 10:17)
God grants the rebirth if someone honestly repents and believes in Jesus.

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
(Titus 3:5)

This verse emphasizes three important truths:
Our own righteousness does not save us.
When the rebirth happens it is a specific moment in a person’s life.
The rebirth comes through the Holy Spirit.

2j) Our responsibility and God’s answer
We humans have turned away from God and gone our own way. To reach God’s side, we
must cross the bridge. The Bible uses the terms convert / conversion for this. To convert
means:
To turn from our own wrong direction which leads away from God
To turn from sin and regret it
To turn to God by trusting in Him
The conversion is the human side of salvation.
The rebirth is the immediate response of God to our conversion.
This always happens if the conversion is sincere.
Nobody can cross the bridge without honest conversion. There is only one way to be saved
from the terrible punishment our sins deserve. The next chapter will show us how to do it.
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Test 5
1. Real love hopes to be responded to but does not use force even at the
possibility of rejection.

T

F

2. We humans are unable to respond positively to God’s offer of redemption.

T

F

3. The lost son stands for a person who intentionally turns away from God.

T

F

4. Someone is still under God’s curse if he expects to be saved by keeping
the law. (Galatians 3:10-11)

T

F

5. Without Jesus’s justification sinful thoughts, words, deeds, motives and
attitudes of the heart would shut us out of heaven.

T

F

6. Our salvation is 50% about our good deeds and 50% about the sacrifice
of Jesus.

T

F

7. In regard to rebirth, Buddhism and the Bible mean exactly the same thing.

T

F

8. Spiritually dead people need spiritual life.

T

F

9. The Bible teaches that by believing in Jesus and receiving Him,
we will become children of God.

T

F

10. It is enough to adopt families religious tradition.

T

F

11. The Bible speaks about the possibility of being cleansed by the
washing with water through the word.

T

F

12. The Word of God is compared in the Bible with seed, which is not perishable.

T

F

13. The Word of God is able to create faith.

T

F

14. The rebirth happens automatically if we read the Bible and pray daily.

T

F

15. The conversion is the human side of salvation. The rebirth is the
immediate response of God to our conversion.

T

F
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Chapter 6
To step across the bridge
1) How can you be converted?
Faith
Repentance of Sin
Invitation of Jesus
Surrendering of Life

With God united
here on earth
Death

Eternal life
in Heaven

New Birth
A Child
of God
Jesus

SIN

There are four decision points involved in conversion with leads to rebirth (refer to the illustration above).

1a) To believe or to trust in Jesus
In English, we use the words believe or faith in two fundamental
different ways. If someone says for example: “I believe that I will
be ready with the painting tomorrow,” he thinks this is pretty likely,
but not certain. However, in the Bible the word belief or faith refers
to something deeper and richer. We find a definition in Hebrews
11:1:

Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see.
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What is the important difference between the way the word faith is used in everyday
language and how it is used in the Bible?
Usually the term faith is used in the sense of assuming something probable or possible. However, in the context of the Bible, it is all about assurance. To have faith or to believe means to
put one’s trust, hope and confidence in the Lord alone, who will keep His promises for sure

...it is impossible for God to lie…

(Hebrews 6:18)

This also applies to the word “hope” when used in the context of belief. Even then it is not a
question of a suspicion, but the Bible speaks of a hope that relies entirely on God. To underline this fact, the apostle Peter speaks of a living hope.

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead ... (1 Peter 1:3)
For distinction, we can say:

The certain faith, as the Bible understands it, often refers to the past acts of salvation
God has performed for us. For example, that Jesus died for our sins to redeem us.
The certain hope, as the Bible understands it, often refers to the future, for instance
that God’s children will spend eternity with Him.
How important is faith especially in conversion? What promises of the Bible have to
be accepted in faith?
In the context of conversion, the believing person trusts for example that
Jesus forgives his sin completely.
God makes him His child.
he will surely spend eternity in Heaven.

1b) Repentance
Sin is the main barrier to mankind’s relationship with God and has to be removed! It needs to
be forgiven! God made this possible when Jesus died in our place to take the punishment we
deserve. However, that does not work like a general amnesty for all of mankind. It is necessary for each of us to repent. It is important that we each realise this and say: “I am very sorry
for the sin that I have done and accept that I am responsible for it.”
In Acts 2:38, the apostle Peter calls on his listeners to repent:
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Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit ...
Now the question comes up of whether God judges all sinners in the same way. One has
sinned a lot, another person less. One has committed big sins, the other human seemingly
smaller ones. Certainly, there are differences. However, all of us need forgiveness. There are
no “good sinners”!
1b1) Absolutely bankrupt

Somebody owes US$1,000 which has to be repaid immediately. But he is
completely bankrupt and has no way of finding the money to redeem the
debt .
Another owes the same person US$100,000 and is likewise in a
tight situation. In spite of the difference in the amounts they owe,
they both need to be relieved of their debt. Until the debt is
cleared, they both have a big problem. They each have to admit
their debt before it can be dealt with.
The relief of our debt in life comes by grace. God is gracious and He desires to forgive our
sins. We may not like the idea of depending on someone else for his grace. However, we
should be grateful that God is gracious.
1b2) Clyde, the bank robber
Clyde had robbed a bank but was caught by the police. He
felt sorry for his deed but was still punished by eight years in
prison. But after only three days the gates of the prison unexpectedly opened. Clyde got his personal belongings and was
a free man again. What happened?
Was Clyde actually a good man? No!
Did Clyde deserved to be set free? No!
Had Clyde already served his just penalty? No!
Why was he set free? The rule in the country was that the president would pardon one prisoner on Independence Day. This year Clyde was chosen.
Grace means to receive something that isn’t deserved or worked for! That is the nature of grace!
1b3) David, the adulterer and murderer
The Bible reports the sins of its main characters in honesty. King David was such a person. In
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case you are interested, read 2 Samuel, chapters 11 and 12 in the Old Testament.
Although David was chosen by God and enjoyed many privileges, he fell into deep sin. He
committed adultery with the wife of one of his soldiers. The woman became pregnant. In order to cover up, David organised the duty of the soldier so that he died in battle. Murder! He
took the woman and the world seemed to be in order, until God sent somebody to open the
eyes of the king.
It was a good thing that David was prepared to make an honest admission by repenting
his sins. He said: “I am the man!” Not the others, not the circumstances, but me! I am the one
to blame! David wrote Psalm 51 after he understood how wrong he was.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my guilt and cleanse me from
my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you,
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and
justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived
me. Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret
place. Cleanse me and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear
joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and
blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the
joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed,
O God, you who are God my Saviour, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. Open
my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not delight in sacrifice, or I
would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken
spirit; a broken and repentant heart you, God, will not despise. May it please you to prosper
Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; then bulls will be offered on your altar. (Psalm 51)
1b4) If God does not forgive?
This question can really be bothersome. If there have been many sins, especially if bad sins
have been committed, many people became plagued by doubts. However, the Bible says:

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance
with the riches of God’s grace … (Ephesians 1:7)
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole
world. (1 John 2:1-2)
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What can we discover in 1 John 2:1-2 concerning God’s expectations of us?
God certainly does not want us to sin. Just because the Lord offers us His grace does not
give us permission to treat sin lightly. On the other hand, God realistically knows that we will
fall into sin again (1 John 1:8). When this happens, Jesus steps in to defend the believer.

1c) To invite Jesus
The Bible says that Jesus wants to enter our lives through His
Spirit. He does not only wish to forgive our sins, or just help us in
difficult situations here and there. He is not like the fire brigade
which arrives when there is fire but leaves again afterwards. Jesus
wants to enter our lives forever! But He does not come in by force.
He knocks and waits for our answer.

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with
that person, and the with me. (Revelation 3:20)
What could be the meaning of “eat with him, and he with me”?
Taking a meal together creates close fellowship. In the context of Revelation 3:20, it means
having deep fellowship with Jesus. This is, for instance, expressed when believers celebrate
the communion together with their Lord, when they pray or read the Bible.
Ramon is standing in front of a closed door and knocks. Tony, the
owner of the house, can react in different ways:
1. Tony does not like to receive Ramon and doesn’t open der door.
Result: Ramon remains outside.
2. Tony likes Ramon. Many times he talks with him excitedly
through the closed door. Tony asks Ramon now and then for
advice. They are near to each other. But as long as Tony does
not open the door for Ramon, the end result will be the same as
in the first case: Ramon stays outside. There is still a gap between them.
3. Tony opens the door and asks Ramon in. Only now can they become really close.
How can this example to Jesus knocking at the door of people’s hearts be applied?
There are different ways of responding to Jesus’s knocking at the door of one’s life:
56

To step across the bridge

1. One is to refuse to give Jesus access. When the answer is a strict no! the result is that
Jesus remains outside.
2. A religious person with a Christian background believes absolutely in God. But this does
not mean that he puts his complete trust in the Lord. His kind of faith is better expressed in
this way: he only believes in the existence of God.
The religious person starts with the assumption that there is a God, and he even believes
that Jesus is the Son of God who died for the sins of the world. He has Christian values and
practices many things which real believers do. For example, he reads the Bible, prays, attends church meetings and participates in a Bible study group. However, he has never fully
trusted in Christ. He might be close to the Lord, but Jesus is still outside his life. It is not always easy to distinguish a Christian by name from a real child of God. But we have to emphasise the point that Jesus is still outside his life. He is not saved at all and is like the person
described in the first case.
3. The third example describes someone who converts. He opens his life to Christ by putting
his trust in Him. The moment Jesus enters his heart, the person becomes a child of God and
therefore a real Christian, not just by name.

1d) Turning over one’s life
Jesus does not ask us for guarantees that we will keep all His commandments without fail. He
knows that would be an illusion. However, He expects a basic readiness from us to follow
Him and to recognize Him as the Master of our lives.
Jesus accepts us as we are, but He does not leave us as we are.
To become a child of God is a particular event in one’s life. However, to live as a follower of
Jesus is a lifelong process. The Lord wants you to turn over every area of your life so He can
change and reform each one. It is all about this question: “Who is sitting on the throne at the
centre of your life? Who is in control, Jesus or you?”
Which other areas of life that you think should
be in this illustration?

Family

Job
Family

Partnerships
Friends
Money
Time
Involvement in the church/ Christian fellowship
...
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Some people may be afraid to give up control and autonomy to Jesus. What kind of
fear could that be?
The fear of giving up control of one’s life to somebody else. This includes not being in control of every decision any more.
The fear of having to do things which one does not like or which could be too difficult.
The fear of being forced to give up things which are considered pleasant.
The fear of losing friends because they are not able to understand the decision to become
a fully devoted Christian.
The general fear that personal freedom is restricted.
You are turning your life over not just to anybody but to Jesus, who is the Master of
your life. Why could the mentioned anxieties be needless or unreasonable?
Jesus, who claims to be the Lord and Master in our lives, is the one who gave His life for
us out of love. Abuse of power and authority are completely out of the picture.
We are often blind to what is really good and beneficial for us. Jesus, who is almighty and
all-seeing, knows it far better. He has full understanding.
We fear losing freedom: it is, in principle, wrong to assume that we humans are free! In
general, this is not the case. The Bible tells us why people without God are compared to
slaves.
Slaves to sin.:

Jesus said: “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” (John 8:34)
People who claim to be free are nevertheless forced to do what they don’t want to do. They
are dominated and governed by sin!
Slaves of corruption:

They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity
[immorality] —for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” (2 Peter 2:19)
If someone is mastered by corruption, he is forced to do evil. One of the many deceptions of
the devil is to let people think that their choice to do evil is a sign of freedom. But the reality is
that they don’t have any choice. Separated from God, people are evil in their hearts and their
acts are an obvious mirror of it. Please read Romans 1:18–32.
Children of the devil:

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires.
He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in
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him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of
lies. (John 8:44)
Control by the devil is often done beneath the surface and in many cases people are not even
aware of it. But it is a reality that a child of the devil is mastered by him and is, consequently,
his slave.
Slaves in fear of death:

...and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.
(Hebrews 2:15)

By experience, every human being knows the fear of death. Sometimes the fear is obvious,
sometimes only under the surface, but always real. And this fear certainly enslaves.
To be a slave of Jesus means to have the maximum possible freedom a person can
ever have. One reason is that Jesus is the best Lord we can imagine, who gave His
life for us. A second reason is that He frees us from many negative bondages.
Whoever wants to become a child of God is only one honest prayer away from rebirth

2) Now it becomes personal
2a) “YES” or “NO”?
The most important decision you will make in life is whether or not to turn yourself
over completely to Jesus! Why is this statement true?
The decision about whether or not to turn over your life to Jesus has enormous effects in this
life and through all eternity. Many other wrong decisions can be reversed later. This one,
however, can never be changed if one of these three events happens first:
You die.
Christ comes for the second time to judge the living and the dead.
God stops dealing with you
No person can convert himself whenever he wants! This is only possible as long as the Lord
is calling him. If a person wilfully and permanently refuses to repent, it is possible that God
will stop dealing with him. Nobody knows if or when this will happen. But every person has a
great responsibility to respond positively to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Otherwise, God’s
grace is offered in vain.
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As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For He says, “In
the time of my favour I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you.” I tell you,
now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation. (2 Corinthians 6:1–2)
See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to
cause trouble and defile many. (Hebrews 12:15)
Jesus laments over the people in Jerusalem:

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! Look, your house is left to you desolate.” (Luke 13:34–35a)
Before you decide to turn your life over to Christ (conversion), it is important to check yourself
on the four points mentioned above. You now have the opportunity to answer each question
with a Yes or a No.
1) Faith:
Do I believe that Jesus is the Son of God?
Do I believe that Jesus died for my sins?
Do I believe that Jesus is the only way to God, the Father?

Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No

2) Repentance:
Am I honestly sorry for my sins?
Am I ready to confess my sins to Jesus and ask His forgiveness?

Yes
Yes

No
No

3) Inviting Jesus:
Am I ready to invite Jesus into my life to receive the new birth as a gift?
Am I ready to invite Jesus to make me a child of God?

Yes
Yes

No
No

4) Surrendering my life:
Am I ready to turn over to Jesus every area of my life?
Am I ready to become a disciple of Jesus for the rest of my life?
Am I ready to obey Jesus?

Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No
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2b) A Prayer

If you have decided to take a step towards the other side of the gap, then say a simple prayer. It does not have to be well-formulated, to sound particularly spiritual, or be especially long.
What is important is your sincerity and honesty. God looks at your heart. It is not worth the
trouble to pretend. Talk personally to God and in confidence. He is near you anyway. Here is
a sample prayer that may be of help to those who do not know how to start a conversation
with God.
Dear God, I am coming to you. I have lived for a
long time without you. I have been in control of
my life and have done many things, which were
not according to how you would have liked it. I am
guilty. [Here you should mention any specific sins
you can think of.] I am sorry for these. Please forgive me. I ask you to set me free from bondage to
sin and the devil. I want to belong to you alone.
Dear Lord Jesus, I am counting on you. Thank you that you have given your
life for my sins.
Please enter my life through your good Holy Spirit. I want to become God’s
child. I want you to be with me always.
I ask you to be my guide from now on. Please go before me and show me
the way I should go. Please change me where you think I need to be
changed. I am willing to obey you.
Thank you for everything you have done me! Glory, praise and worship be to
you alone! Amen!
Eternal life
With God united
in Heaven
here on earth
Death
New Birth

A Child
of God

Jesus

SIN
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Test 6
1. When the Bible speaks of faith, it is about things that are uncertain.

T

F

2. The certain hope, as the Bible understands it, often refers to the future,
for instance that God’s children will spend eternity with Him.

T

F

3. It is important that we realise our guilt and say: “I am very sorry for the sins
that I have done and accept that I am responsible for them.”

T

F

4. Grace means to receive something that isn’t deserved or hasn’t been worked for! T

F

5. King David wrote Psalm 51 after he had finished building the Temple.

T

F

6. If we have committed big or many sins, we never know whether God forgives
them or not, even if we repent honestly.

T

F

7. God is like the fire brigade which arrives when there is fire (a problem)
and leaves us afterwards when the problem is solved.

T

F

8. Jesus accepts us as we are, but He does not leave us as we are.

T

F

9. Jesus, who claims to be our Lord, is the same One who gave His life for us
out of love. Abuse of power and authority are completely out of the picture.

T

F

10. People who claim to be free are never forced to do what they
don’t want to do. They are never dominated and governed by sin!

T

F

11. To be a slave of Jesus means to have the maximum possible freedom a
person can ever have on earth.

T

F

12. The most important decision you will make in life is whether or not to turn
yourself over completely to Jesus!

T

F

13. We can take time to convert to Jesus, because we can take it easy.

T

F

14. If someone gives his life to Jesus, sincerity and honesty are important.

T

F

15. Someone who has invited Jesus into his life is already on God’s side.
To die means going from one side to the other with Him.

T

F
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Chapter 7
100% sure
1) A sure promise
Is it actually possible for me to be sure that I will belong to God eternally if I honestly come to
Him for salvation? With this question in mind, let us turn to some of the most fascinating
statements in the Bible. The answer is a clear “Yes”! Only the Christian faith assures us of our
salvation, which makes it completely different from all the other religions. Here are several
promises in the Bible.

Jesus said: “All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to
me I will never drive away.”
(John 6:37)
Jesus said: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word
and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and will
not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”
(John 5:24)

What is belief or faith?
Faith, as the Bible explains it, does not mean only to agree with
some biblical facts. For example to agree that there is a God,
that He created the world, that Jesus died on the cross for our
sins... Faith — as the Bible defines it — means to put one’s hope, trust and confidence in
God for all time and eternity.
Assurance of salvation comes from the confidence that God has accepted the honest
believer, the confidence of having eternal life, being certain that judgment no longer
awaits for him.

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, ...
(Romans 8:1)

Romans 8:1 makes two things clear:
There is the terrible possibility of being condemned.
For those who are in Christ—that means, those who are connected to Him—there is no
more condemnation.
100% sure
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If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but gave
Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that,
who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or
nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 8:31–39)

1a) A few questions about Romans 8:31–39:
Verse 31: What are the blessings from the fact that God is for us?
God has all power in heaven and on earth. The fact that God is on the side of His children
does not mean that they would never be attacked. Obviously, they also have to experience
sorrow. But Christians are never alone. They are always secure in God’s hands.
Verse 32: How does the statement God did not spare His own son help give assurance of salvation to believers?
Because of His love, God gave up what was most dear to Him, His Son Jesus, in order to
save mankind. This makes certain that our salvation is not a doubtful guarantee. Those who
put their trust in Christ have eternal life for sure!

This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may
know that you have eternal life. (1 John 5:11–13)
Verse 33: Who could be interested in bringing any charge against those whom God

has chosen?

1. Sometimes unbelievers (here called: the world) and for sure Satan.

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” (John 15:18)
2. The devil
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The accuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and
night, has been hurled down. (Revelations 12:10)
Verse 34: How does Jesus intercede for us ?
Jesus intercedes for those who belong to Him. He does it when Christians fall into sin and
repent. The devil often tries to accuse them before God. His intention is to burden the conscience of the believers. Jesus, the one who was punished for every sin ever committed, is
the legitimate intercessor.

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you,
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your
brothers.”
(Luke 22:31–32)
(To sift the wheat is a parable and means: to put the disciples to a terrible test.)

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole
world. (1 John 2:1-2)
Verses 35–37 show that God does not take all problems away from His children. Seemingly,
there are even problems that do not hit you until you become a real Christian. (For instance,
Paul, who wrote these lines, was persecuted because he followed Christ, not because of
criminal acts.)
Verse 37: What does the phrase more than conquerors mean in this context?
It speaks about overcoming everything mentioned in Romans 8:33–36:
Attacks by people who are against Christians
Attacks by the devil who tries to accuse Christians
Persecution
Fear
Hardship
…

To overcome or to conquer in this context means, first of all, to remain steadfast. Verse 37
shows that the ability to conquer is only possible with God’s help. One’s own courage, power
and endurance can’t do it.
Verses 38–39: Nothing is able to cut true believers off from the love of God. Not all
the terms used are easy to understand. What could be the meaning?
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Death.
Spiritual death is already defeated because the children of God have received divine life.
Eternal death (hell) is no threat any more because all guilt is forgiven.
Physical death is just a gateway from life here on earth with Jesus to life in eternity with
Him.
Life.
“Who knows what else life will bring.” Such a statement illustrates uncertainty regarding many
possible events which threaten our life and also test our faith in Christ. Many frightening
things that could hit us are suggested.
Present.
For some people, every single day is a big challenge to be faithful to Jesus.
Future.
Other people fear possible future events.
Angels, demons, powers, height and depth.
The Bible does not only speak about the devil, but also about his followers—the demons. The
mentioned angels, powers, height and depth might belong to these beings. (In contrast to
that, the messengers of God are called angels as well.) The Bible does not tell us much about
how the demonic world is organized. That’s why it is better to abstain from speculations. However, their existence and threat through occult powers is clearly testified.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12)
Anything else.
All possible factors and beings which cannot separate us from the love of God are already
mentioned. The term “anything else” again emphasizes that nobody and nothing can take
away our salvation in Christ. Obviously the apostle Paul chooses words to make it quite clear
that believers can be fully certain about their salvation.

1b) Eternal life
This is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have
life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you
may know that you have eternal life.
(1 John 5:11–13)
This passage says that it is only through Jesus that you can have life. The term ‘life’
can be understood in different ways. How?
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The term ‘life’ or ‘eternal life’ can refer to the fact that Jesus lives in someone. Where Jesus dwells there is life, because He is life in person. (John 10:10; 14:6; 17:3)
The term ‘life’ can also refer to life after death, which belongs to every child of God.
(John 11:25–26)
Both interpretations are possible.

2) What if doubt comes?
It is not unusual to have doubts. Everyone who seriously tries to get in touch with God will
knows doubts. If a person doubts, it must be clear first of all whether or not he is born again.
Only a child of God can have assurance of salvation!
People who are already on God’s side can doubt for different reasons. We will now consider
three possible causes.

2a) First reason—different foundations

Feelings

Experiences

Faith

Facts, Promises

When we talk about assurance of salvation, it is important to be clear about the foundation of
our new life. Only one among these four foundations is a valid basis for our assurance of salvation.
The first foundation: Feelings
Why can’t feelings be the foundation for our assurance of salvation?
When we have invited Jesus into our lives, we usually feel good. However, our feelings are
uncertain. Emotions are subject to ups and downs. Different personality types have distinct
kinds of feelings. Even simple disturbances can negatively influence how we feel. To feel nice
and close to the Lord is wonderful. However, feelings are not a reliable foundation
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for the assurance of our salvation. The Bible never promises us that God’s children will always feel content.
The second foundation: spiritual experiences
Why can’t spiritual experiences be the foundation for our assurance of salvation?
God wants Christians to have spiritual experiences. They are important and helpful in several
ways. But they don’t give a suitable foundation for assurance of our salvation. Why?
We simply forget many of our positive experiences.
With the passage of time, the good experiences fade and lose their significance.
Events that enriched us ten years ago will not necessarily help us to deal with present
doubt. This is perfectly normal.
Every Christian knows periods when there are not many experiences with the Lord. This
does not mean that the Lord is no longer present, or that we have lost our salvation. God
could, for example, be testing our faith.
The third foundation: faith
Why can’t our faith be the foundation for our assurance of salvation?
The Bible emphasises again and again that it’s necessary to believe in God, to have faith in
Him. However we also have to hold onto what else God has said in His word. Although faith
in God is important, it cannot be the foundation for assurance of our salvation. Why?
Sometimes our faith stubles or wavers.
Sometimes our faith is weak.
Sometimes our faith is put to the test so that we grow spiritually.
Does this mean that we have lost our salvation? Certainly not! Once, when the disciples were
dominated by lack of faith and doubts, Jesus did not push them to have more faith. Amazingly, He emphasized that faith, though as small as a mustard seed, is big enough to move
mountains.

He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will
move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
(Matthew 17:21-20)
In the Bible, Abraham is called the father of all who believe (Romans 4:11). His faith is an
example to all Christians. However, if we read the events in the Old Testament, we are
amazed that sometimes even Abraham doubted and lacked faith. Though his faith is still a
model for us, we learn that from time to time Abraham’s trust in God was also shaken.
(Read for example Genesis 16:1–4).
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Jesus does not demand great faith! Even a little, based on a great God, counts!
The fourth foundation: biblical facts and God’s promises
Biblical facts and God’s promises are the only valid foundation of our assurance of
salvation. Which ones are important in this context?
To the one who invites Jesus into his heart, He comes in.

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in and eat with Him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20)
To the one who believes in Jesus and receives Him, is given the right to become a child of
God.

To all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God.
(John 1:12)
The person who confesses his sins will be forgiven.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)
The one who hears the word of Jesus and believes Him has eternal life.

Jesus said: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”
(John 5:24)

Anyone who comes to Jesus will never be driven away.

All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
drive away.
(John 6:37)
Those who belong to Jesus will be given the Holy Spirit. He will be their guide and counsellor.

Jesus said: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help
you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and
will be in you.” (John 14:16-17)
Eternal life is not based on what we do, but on what is freely given to us! Is that really true?
Does the Bible not often emphasize the need for faith? That’s right, of course. Without faith,
there is no salvation. However, the following should be considered:
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The foundation of our salvation was laid long before we began to believe. When around 2,000
years ago Jesus died, rose from the dead, sat at the right hand of the Father and sent us the
Holy Spirit, it had happened. It is firmly independent of our mood of the day, life and faith crises or any uncertainties connected with our unsteady human nature.
Of course, if salvation is offered as a gift, it is necessary that we accept it. Without this step, it
does not belong to us. This is true whether we reject it, or value it but do not accept it. Therefore, faith is necessary in order to receive salvation. In faith, we accept the many gifts of Jesus, for example becoming God’s children, the forgiveness of sins, everlasting life... These
promises are based on the eternal facts of salvation. In that sense, faith is necessary.
However, we can easily encounter crises in life and faith. There is no faith without moments
of doubt. Does this mean that the facts of salvation and Jesus’s promises are no longer valid
for us? Is there a danger that we will lose eternal life, when our faith is tempted? Of course
not! Why? Because God is faithful!

If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.
(2 Timothy 2:13)

God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
(1 Corinthians 1:9)

I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in Heaven itself.
(Psalm 89:2)
Our feelings, experiences with God and our faith are important components of our life-house.
(Note the illustration below.) However, God’s promises, based on the eternal fact of salvation
alone. are the foundation of our salvation. Therefore, anyone who places his trust in Jesus
can be sure of it. This is also true when the storms of life throw us back
and forth like waves. We can rely on it when night surrounds us, when
fears and worries bother us, when we have lost our orientation and
even doubts trouble us.
Feelings
In conclusion we can say:
Experiences
Of course faith is certainly necessary!
Every child of God has experiences with the Lord.
Faith
We can rejoice if we have good feelings.
That’s why these three things are part of our life-house. The foundation Facts, Promises
JESUS
of our salvation, however, is Jesus alone. He has created the facts of
salvation upon which the many promises of the Bible are firmly based.
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2b) Second reason—back to self-justification
Self-justification is trying to earn salvation through good works and religious exercises.
(Remember the wrong bridges we thought about in earlier chapters.)
It is possible for someone who was saved by receiving God’s grace to turn back later to a
form of legalism (the attempt to gain something by good actions). The wrong idea behind it
could be summarised as follows:
Salvation was once received through faith in God’s grace alone. However, later the attitude
changes. From now on, the attempt is made to secure salvation by referring to one’s good
deeds and struggles to keep God’s commandments.
Why does this attitude lead to problems in connection to the assurance of salvation?
Believers will still commit sins even if they try hard to avoid them (1 John 1:8). Nobody can
keep his salvation by means of good works. Those who try lose their assurance of salvation.
The Christians in Galatia made this particular error. They started their relationship with God
by faith in His grace. Later on, however, they got the idea that they could maintain their connection with Him by means of good works. The apostle Paul opposed this attitude emphatically. The whole letter to the Galatians deals with this subject:

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some
people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even
if we or an angel from Heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to
you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody
is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
(Galatians 1:6–9)
On the one hand, we have to keep God’s commandments. On the other hand, keeping His commandments will neither redeem us nor save us in future, because everything needs to be based on grace alone. What is the relationship between the following two points (grace and good works) for children of God?
1. They set their hope only on the grace of Jesus and not on their own righteousness.
2. They still have a strong desire to obey God’s commandments.
A true Christian trusts in God’s grace alone—with regards to his salvation as well as in living
the Christian life. The efforts to obey God’s commandments spring from the love for God, the
willingness to acknowledge God’s authority and the realization that the will of God is good.
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2c) Third reason—attacks from below
When we consider assurance of salvation, we should not neglect one more aspect. It is
wrong to assume that everything happens only on a human level. The opponent of God—the
devil—certainly tries to attack Christians. In Revelation 12:10, Satan is called:

… the accuser of our brothers ...
Besides, the devil tries to influence our thoughts and feelings in a wrong way.

How could this happen? What kind of situations might the devil misuse?
The Devil knows our weak points. Because of this, he tries again and again to tempt us to
sin. Over time, this can be very frustrating and lead us to assume that God will finally lose
patience and refuse to forgive our sins if we keep committing them.
Usually we consider particular sins as uglier than others (for instance, sexual sins). Knowing we feel a lot of guilt, the devil will try to influence our feelings negatively. We read in the
Bible the promise that God will forgive every sin of which we honestly repent. However,
because our feelings speak constantly against the possibility of forgiveness, we may think
this is no longer likely. If a child of God has a burdened conscience, a distinction must
therefore be made, because there are two options:
1. If a child of God has not yet confessed a particular sin, it is the Holy Spirit that
causes the guilty conscience.

When He comes, He will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment. (John 16:8)
2. If a Christian has honestly confessed a particular sin but his conscience still
makes him feel guilty, then it is an attack by the devil. God has already forgiven him
(1 John 1:9 and 2:1–2). The Holy Spirit will certainly not burden him any more. It is
the accuser, Satan, who accuses him before our God day and night .
In John 8:44 Jesus says this about the devil:

… not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
How can knowledge of John 8:44 and Revelation 12:10 help protect our assurance of
salvation?
The knowledge that the devil is a liar and that by accusing Christians he influences the feelings and thoughts of people negatively helps us to understand his strategy. If bad feelings still
accuse us after an honest confession of sin, we should know who stands behind it. Instead of
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believing the lies of the devil, we should fix our attention on the promises of the Bible and
trust them. When we meet a liar, the best reaction is to simply ignore him! We should not step
again and again into the same traps of the devil.

3) It is possible to overcome doubt
3a) Encouragements from above
It is important for God’s children to learn to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit. This is not
always easy because many voices try to influence us. However, the Holy Spirit will confirm
the salvation of those who belong to Jesus.

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit
you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba,
Father:” The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are
children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His
sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory. (Romans 8:14–17)
How does the Holy Spirit lead the children of God?
The Holy Spirit gives inner guidance to God’s children. In the context of Romans 8, two things
are important:
To overcome sin through the Holy Spirit.
To be assured of salvation through the Holy Spirit.
Our text says that before the believers in Rome received the Holy Spirit, “they were
slaves to fear.” What kind of fear could Paul be speaking about? Why was their fear
gone?
Before, there was fear of God, the Judge, and the expected punishment. A child of God, however, is allowed to rest in his Father’s love.

This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the
Day of Judgment, because in the world we are like Him. There is no fear in love. But
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who
fears is not made perfect in love. (1 John 4:17–18: )
What does the Holy Spirit testify to our spirit?
The Holy Spirit dwells in the spirit of those who have received Jesus. He assures the hearts
of believers of their salvation.
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Christians, of course, are not heirs in the sense that God, their Father, will die one
day and leave an inheritance to them. How is this verse to be understood? How is
this promise related to assurance of salvation?
In the parable of the lost son, the Father said to his elder son that he is co-owner of the whole
property. (Luke 15:31)

3b) In the book of life
The Word of God contains more statements which strengthen the believers’ assurance of
salvation. There are several passages in the Scriptures where the term “book of life” occurs.
For example:

… whose names are in the book of life.

(Philippians 4:3.)

In the Book of Life the names of those who belong to God are written. Again it becomes obvious that salvation is very concrete. Not uncertain or unsure, but clearly documented.

3c) Sealed
You also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of
those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory.
(Ephesians 1:13 - 14)

How is this verse connected with our assurance of salvation?
A seal keeps an object, document or room safe from any unauthorized person and settles the question of who the owner is. Because God’s children are
sealed by the Holy Spirit, they belong to Him—they are his property.

3d) The price was extremely high
In Revelation 5:9 we can take a look at Heaven. The believers who have already died worship Jesus there in a song:

“You are worthy ... because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for
God persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.”
What has the statement in Revelation 5:9 to do with our assurance of salvation?
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The extremely high price which God has paid shows how important and valuable His children
are to Him. Would He give them away? Never!

3e) A juristic (legal) dimension
There is another point which shows that salvation is a certain fact:

He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
(Romans 4:25 )

It is important to notice the term justification:
Serious sin has happened.
Because of that, the death penalty was imposed.
The penalty had already been executed. Someone else, who was not guilty, died in the
place of the guilty person.
This has satisfied God’s righteousness. Justification is fully done.
Most law systems do not allow a person to suffer for the guilt of someone else. But there are
exceptions: suppose a child breaks a neighbour’s window when playing football. The child
has no money to repair the damage. That is why the parents take the responsible for the
costs their child caused, also if there is an extra penalty to pay.
In a sense, God gives to us this chance: Jesus voluntarily took the punishment for all sins.
Those who claim this amnesty do not have to fear any further penalty. In the eyes of God, to
be justified means to be treated as just or righteous.

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God.
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

3f) Past, Present and Future
For every believer who puts his trust in Jesus, the following applies:
The past is redeemed through Jesus.
At present, Jesus is with him.
The future is already safe and secure through Christ.
It is never our own righteousness! It is never deserved! Everything that we have and
we are is given through Jesus alone!
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Test 7
1. Faith, as the Bible explains it, means simply to agree with a few biblical facts.

T

F

2. Believers have to experience sorrow but they are never alone.

T

F

3. There are problems that will not hit you until you become a real Christian.

T

F

4. Paul chooses words to make it quite clear that believers can be fully certain
regarding of their salvation.

T

F

5. Only a child of God can have assurance of salvation.

T

F

6. The Bible promises us that God’s children will always feel content.

T

F

7. Our faith is the only real foundation of our salvation.

T

F

8. The foundation of our salvation was laid long before we began to believe.
This is one reason for our faith’s not being the foundation of our salvation.

T

F

9. Faith is necessary, every child of God has experiences with the Lord and we
can rejoice if we have good feelings. That’s why these three things are part of
our life-house. The foundation of our salvation, however, is Jesus alone. He
has created the facts of salvation upon which the many promises of the Bible
are firmly based.

T

F

10. We can neither be saved by good works nor keep our salvation by them.

T

F

11. If a Christian has honestly confessed a particular sin but his conscience still
makes him feel guilty, it might be an attack by the devil.

T

F

12. Without Jesus there is fear of God, and the expected punishment.
A child of God, however, is allowed to rest in his Father’s love.

T

F

13. Because God’s children are sealed by the Holy Spirit, they belong to
Him and are His property.

T

F

14. Jesus purchased for God persons from only some tribes and a few nations.

T

F

15. In the eyes of God, to be justified means to be treated as just or righteous.

T

F
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Chapter 8
More than a book
More than a book!
Without the Bible we wouldn’t know anything about God! We need the Lord to somehow get
in touch and communicate with us. Otherwise our thoughts about Him are nothing other than
speculation.
The Bible didn’t simply drop down from heaven. God spoke through His Spirit to people
He chose. They have handed down His word to us. The whole Bible is actually not one book
but a library of 66 different books.

1) Devotional time
We do not find the term ‘Devotional Time’ in the Bible. However, it is commonly used by
Christians now. Because of this we will use it in this course as well. A Devotional Time is a
fixed time which we spend with God.
Between two people a conversation takes place as follows: One person talks while the other
listens. Then the roles are reversed. Every relationship breaks down when there is poor communication and seemingly nothing to exchange any more.
It is usually impossible to see or hear God. How could a conversation between God
and ourselves take place?
The conversation between God and man is similar to what takes place between humans: One
talks, the other listens, and vice versa.
When we pray, we speak to God.
God speaks to us through the Bible and the Holy Spirit. This happens for example when
He gives inner guidance to believers. The Lord can also use other Christians during personal conversations, sermons, while reading a spiritual book, etc. to speak to us.
By experience it is known, that it is a challenge for many Christians to have a regular Devotional Time. Many ask the question, how is it possible, to take enough time, to find the silence
and to have the disciple to do a Devotional Time daily.
The following statements refer to the subject of Devotional Time. Do these statements make
sense?
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“It is important to read the Bible daily, because this is the duty of every good Christian!”
A Devotional Time is not a duty. We would rather emphasise that it is something very precious. Every child of a good father loves to spend time with him. A father would be very sad if
his child were to consider spending time with him a duty. A Devotional Time deepens the
relationship of every believer with his Father in Heaven. Just as a human relationship cools
down if communication fails, so does the relationship between God and His children if they
don’t seek His presence regularly.
“It is perfectly sufficient, to do a Devotional Time once in a while. God does not like to
force us.”
To consider a Devotional Time as an obligation reveals a completely wrong understanding of
the believer’s relationship with God. He is our loving Father who gave us His best — Jesus.
Meeting the Lord daily should be rather characterised by excitement.
“Walking in the countryside I see God’s creation and I meet God there. Because of
this I don’t have to read the Bible much.”
Creation is strong evidence that a Creator exists (Romans 1:20). The countryside can help us
to become aware of God’s presence. Amazement at His power and creativity should lead to
worship and praise. However, God also wants to speak to His children through His Word. It is
important to remember that the countryside is not God Himself, but created by Him. Something about God is revealed in His creation, but it does not reveal God in His fullness.
One example: to listen to great music is a wonderful experience. It allows deep insight into
the creativity of the composer. However, it is still a fact that we do not get to know this person
completely just by hearing his music. It is necessary to spend much time with him, listening
and talking to him. Only one side of God is revealed through His natural creation. But there
are many more things to discover. By reading the Bible, we get to know God as a person, and
He shares His thoughts with us about everything He thinks we need to know.
“My daily schedule is usually quite full. I hardly ever have the opportunity for a regular Devotional Time.”
In everyone’s life there might be periods when time is really limited. However, usually it is just
an excuse for not having time for God. One definitely makes time for something which he
considers important. It is a matter of priorities. Martin Luther said once: “Today I am really
busy. That’s why I have to spend plenty of time with God!”
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2) Tremendous effects
We spend our Devotional Time with God through Bible reading and prayer. We will think of
prayer in the next chapter and focus now on the Word of God. There are various reasons why
it is important to read the Bible regularly.

2a) Heavy or shallow
Sometimes human words can be heavy, often they are rather shallow. The effects can be
positive or negative. However, if God speaks words have a completely different dimension.

He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm. (Psalm 33:9)
In the report of creation (Genesis 1) it is written many times: God said... and there was...
God’s word always has an effect. He is able to call something into existence from nothing.

2b) The sword
The word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,
it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)
How can this verse be interpreted?
The mind—one’s emotions and thoughts—belongs to us humans. Through the Holy
Spirit God connects to our human spirit. Spiritually untrained people sometimes find it
difficult to distinguish between the Holy Spirit’s speaking to them and their own
thoughts and feelings. They might perceive particular feelings, thoughts or impressions (for
example: joyful emotions, a burdened conscience...) as God’s way of talking to them. This
can be the case, but not necessarily. It is possible that the impressions are only from the human mind or even from the devil. The Word of God—in connection with the Spirit of God—
can separate that which comes from a person’s mind or intellect and that which is from the
Holy Spirit.
An example: A woman feels God’s love and presence, particularly if she is able to fulfil the
requirements of the Bible. But these feelings have led her in the wrong direction because
God’s love and presence are not dependent on her ability to obey God successfully. She
might have been misled by her feelings which may have had their roots in her childhood. For
instance, if her father appreciated and loved her only if she was a “good girl”, she could apply
this pattern to her relationship with God. The Bible distinguishes her feelings from spiritual
truth and makes it clear that God loves us unconditionally, though obedience is necessary.
More than a book
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2c) Fire and hammer
“Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a hammer that
breaks a rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29)
In what way is the Word of God like fire and like a hammer?
God’s Word is able to destroy and burn arrogance, selfishness and the
like. Again and again, people experience the collapse of their previous
view of life in the light of God’s Word. Countless people who encountered
the Lord’s power and holiness while reading the Bible were forced to, or
had the privilege of, surrender to God.

2d) The light
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
(Psalm 119:105)

How to understand this verse?
One of the biggest human problems is the lack of direction. Most people walk in the dark.
Many are seeking the truth and a meaningful life, but only the Bible is able to give us light in
every way. For example:
We get a standard for good and evil.
We get answers on how to live a meaningful life.
We get information on how to get in touch with God.
We get to know how to have eternal life

2e) Food
When your words came, I ate them; they were my
joy and my heart’s delight, for I bear your name,
Lord God Almighty. (Jeremiah 15:16)
In what way is the Word of God food for us?
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Everyone knows what it means to be hungry for real life. Only God can satisfy this kind of
hunger. Feeding on the Word of God gives us the spiritual food that we need.

2f) Imperishable
… the word of the Lord endures forever.
(1 Peter 1:25)

What does this statement mean for us?
The Bible alone is able to give answers to man’s life questions. If the Word of God is not valid
for all of time and eternity, it could not give definite answers.

2g) Power for salvation
… because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes … (Romans 1:16)
How to understand this verse?
Man should fear God’s judgment because of his sin. However, Jesus has suffered the punishment for our guilt in our
place, so that believers no longer need to fear hell. This truth
is revealed only in the Bible, and millions have discovered
this to their benefit as they read the it.

2f) A weapon
… the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. (Ephesians 6:17)
In which situations should the Word of God
be used as a weapon?
If human wisdom and insight opposes God. (1 Corinthians 1:18–31)
If the devil tries to tempt us. (John 8:44b )
If doubts torment us, for instance with regards to our assurance of salvation.
(Romans 8:38–39).
If temptations push us to sin. (Matthew 4:8–11)
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2i) Like a seed that sprouts
The farmer sows the word. (Mark 4:14)
What does Jesus want to say with this
comparison between the Word and the
seed?
Natural seed grows and bears fruit without much assistance, if the ground and the other general conditions are good (enough warmth, water, light... and no pests and weeds...). Jesus
uses this example from nature with regards to God’s seed and spiritual fruit. (Luke 8:4–15)
The Word of God is like a seed. (Luke 8:11)
The human heart is the ground which has to be fertile to nurture the seed. (Luke 8:15)
There are varied difficulties and circumstances which hinder growth and spiritual fruit. For
example:
Attacks by the devil which are met in the wrong way. (Luke 8:12)
Temptations which are not resisted. (Luke 8:13)
Worries, wealth and pleasures which influence life in a bad way. (Luke 8:14)

2J) It is useful
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness ... (2 Timothy 3:16)

2k) The Word of God is effective
… so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
(Isaiah 55:11)

Beside the already mentioned effects of the Word of God, please notice several more:
It has a cleansing effect (John 15:3)
It sanctifies (Ephesians 5:26)
It gives hope (Romans 15:4)
It warns (1 Corinthians 10:11)

2l) A warning
I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds
anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And
if anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that
person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll.
(Revelation 22:18-19)
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The statement in Revelation 22:18–19 is very harsh. Are
there any examples, from the present or from history, of
how man tried to change the Word of God by adding to or
taking things away from it.
A typical sign of cults or sects is that they teach extra doctrines
beside those of the Bible. Examples are:
Mormons—the book of Mormon
Jehovah’s Witnesses—the publications of their Watchtower
Society
Historical-critical theology denies particular passages of the Bible
which speak about supernatural events. These reports are interpreted as invented stories intended to teach us something. For
instance, it claims that Jesus never actually fed 5,000 people with
some bread and a few fishes. It is only an illustration of the idea that sharing with others multiplies resources.
In every church and Christian group one should always ask self-critically whether certain dogmas actually come from the Bible or not. Some things can develop as a tradition over the
centuries and eventually take on the status of an official teaching.

3) No longer forced to do what is good or necessary
3a) The “core sin” or the root of all sins
In the second chapter of this Bible Course we talk about the original sin of man which led to
separation from God. Eating from a prohibited tree was only superficially the point. Actually,
behind that was the desire of man to be independent of his Creator. The devil, who appeared
as a snake, promised by lying “You will be like God!” (Genesis 3:5)
The results of the fact that mankind is separated from God are obvious. We can see them
in our private areas as well as in the public. For example: almost nobody would deny that the
Ten Commandments are good. But we don’t keep them—partly because we are not able,
partly because we are not willing.

3b) “I don’t want to obey!”
To have to obey somebody usually raises negative emotions. Are there any reasons
why it makes sense to obey Jesus with pleasure?
God loves us and wants our best.
He has all the wisdom and knows what is good for us more than we do.
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Jesus gave His life for us. It is easy to obey someone who has made such an amazing
sacrifice.
To obey God means to submit to His will and plan for this world.
Only in this way is it possible to live a meaningful life.

3c) The result, not the reason
A child of God
with Him united
here on earth.

Jesus

Death

Eternal Life
in Heaven

Prayer
Reading the Bible
Keeping God’s commandments
Fellowship with Christians
Sharing goods with others
Baptism
Communion

We have seen in the previous chapters that good actions are not the bridge to God. This is
likewise the case when good works are based on commandments in the Bible.
Salvation is received through faith in the grace of God alone!
However, God does not want us to stay the same. Someone who has stepped over to God’s
side should accept with gladness being changed by Him. That is why obedience and submission are important.
Keeping God's commandments does not bring salvation. However, one consequence
of salvation is that one likes to obey God.

3d) The disobedient child
Not only unbelievers, but also children of God are sometimes disobedient to their
Father.
What are the results of Christians’ disobedience of God’s commandments?
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1) For the disobedient believer himself:
Disobedient Christians don’t lose their salvation. But peace and joy in their heart will disappear.
Sin, if unrepented, often leads to further sins. An example: a so-called “white lie” can develop into a big web of lies.
Decisions against the will of God lead to wrong ways. It is possible to harm oneself and/or
others. It is possible to make mistakes which cannot be corrected later. Some examples:
Marriage to the wrong partner; for example, an unbeliever.
Getting AIDS because of a sexual relationship outside marriage.
Getting pregnant outside marriage, particularly if the marriage later breaks up.
2) With regards to other people who are close to the believer:
Christians who don’t obey God are unreliable and a bad example to others—to their
friends, colleagues and in particular, their families. Sometimes having little reliable guidance from parents keeps children from becoming believers, though not all children from
Christian families who turn away from the faith have parents who set a poor example.
Disobedient Christians are hardly useful for God’s goals. Instead of living a fruitful life, their
testimony has little worth. Because of God’s grace they get eternal life, but their whole life
work will burn up at the Day of Judgment.

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood,
hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Judgment Day will
bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.
If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss;
he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.
(1 Corinthians 3:11–15)

God, however, wants us to bear plenty of fruit.

“Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times
more than was sown ...”
(Luke 8:8)

3e) God’s commandments are incomparable
Psalm 119 has 176 verses and is the longest in the Bible. Remarkable is that this Psalm was
written to praise God’s commandments, laws, rules, statutes and precepts. King David, the
author of this psalm, discovered that besides God’s promises, encouragements and comfort,
His law is also worthy to be praised. Here are a few examples:
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Your statutes are wonderful ... (Verse 129)
… your law is true. (V. 142)
Your statutes are always righteous; give me understanding that I may live. (V. 144)
Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble.
(V. 165)

… for all your commands are righteous. (V. 172)

4) The practice of Devotional Time
4a) How often?
Sometimes the following advice is given: “If possible,
your Devotional Time should be done daily.” Is this a
good counsel?
Spending time with God daily means remaining under His good
influence. He is able to lead, correct, comfort, encourage, and
cheer us up. This keeps our relationship with our heavenly Father alive.
Many Christians try to take daily time for their personal devotion. However, it is often
a hard struggle trying to put this into practice. What could the reasons be?
Some are:
Lack of discipline, wrong priorities in life and temptations of the devil who wants to prevent us
from being close to God.

4b) When?
Some Christians emphasise the rule that Devotional Time should
be in the morning. Does it make sense?
It does make sense to start the day with God. Every matter of the day can
be talked over with the Lord. But when it is not possible to have our Devotional Time in the morning, there still opportunities to do it later.
Some reasons suggest another time of day:
Early start of work.
Absence of silence in the morning.
Inability to concentrate in the morning. Some are more awake during
the evening hours.
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4c) Where?
What should we consider in choosing the location for our Devotional Time?
If possible, frequent interruptions and other things that take one’s mind off from prayer and
meditation on God’s Word should be avoided, for example: telephone, TV, interruptions by
the children ...

4d) How?
It is not necessary for Devotional Time always to follow the same pattern. There are no binding rules. The following points are just suggestions on how to start. Be creative and find ways
that suit you.
Short prayer: Ask God to speak to you through His Word. It is important that you expect it.
Read a passage of the Bible: Then ask yourself questions. For example:
What does the text say about God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)?
Does the passage tell me anything about my relationship with God?
Is there any commandment to follow or a challenge I should respond to?
Is there any promise or encouragement which I should claim in faith?
It is helpful to keep a notebook for the thoughts God gives you; also meaningful verses.
It is important to think about how the message becomes relevant in your everyday life. The
Word of God should not be taken only theoretically, but also as an influence in your whole
being. When you do this your Devotional Time will not become boring because it has relevance to your life.

Prayer: Take more time for prayer now.
Talk with God about the points He has given you.
Tell God your plan for that very day.
Pray for other people. For example for your family, friends, politicians, world-wide Mission,
persecuted Christians ...
Thank God, praise and worship Him.
Ask Him to forgive your sins.
Music: If you like to sing, or if you play an instrument, it is wonderful to praise God with songs.
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4e) How long?
How much time should we spend upon our personal devotion?
It is advisable to be careful with recommendations. On the one hand, it is hard to hear the
voice of God if the Devotional Time is too short. On the other hand, pressure to stick to a
timetable is not good, for then the Devotional Time may become only a duty. The starting
point is to clearly see that it is a wonderful privilege to meet with God. As we enjoy the presence of our Saviour we will want to give it more time.

4f) What else could help?
Several Christian organizations and publishing houses issue Reading Guides. Usually a
Bible text is recommended for each day. In addition, you will find questions and explanations which help you to understand the message and offer ways of putting it into practice.
Please ask about this in your church/fellowship or in a Christian bookshop.
Try to get a Bible concordance (list of key words in the Bible).
A Bible Dictionary is also a good buy as it gives helpful background information on various
subjects and on the use of words in the Bible.
Many spiritual resources are available online.
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Test 8
1. When we pray, we talk to God and the Lord speaks to us through the
Bible and the Holy Spirit.

T

F

2. It is important to read the Bible daily, because this is the duty
for every good Christian!

T

F

3. God can’t call something into existence just by words.

T

F

4. People’s previous view of life alters in the
light of God’s Word.

T

F

5. Many people lack orientation when it comes to moral and religious questions.

T

F

6. The Word of God should be used as a weapon when the devil tries
to tempt us.

T

F

7. The Word of God is like a seed.

T

F

8. All Scripture is God-sent and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness.

T

F

9. Churches and Christian groups don’t need to ask self-critically whether
certain dogmas actually come from the Bible or not.

T

F

10. Keeping God's commandments does not bring salvation. However, one
consequence of salvation is that one likes to obey God.

T

F

11. Disobedient Christians don’t lose their salvation. But peace and joy in their
heart will disappear.

T

F

12. It is not necessary to observe the Devotional Time every day, because God
is with us anyway.

T

F

13. It is not important to think about how to take the Bible into one’s life.

T

F

14. It is helpful to have a notebook for the thoughts God gives you.

T

F

15. It is enough to read daily one Bible verse.

T

F
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